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My DEAR Fand 


7 5 Ty E Providence of Ged is ſo 
frequently overlooked, miſrepreſented, or, partially 
confidered, that thoſe arguments which have a 
tendency to undeceive us, and to inftruft us, on this 
ſubject, are, in my opinion, worthy of our beſt atten- 
tion. We cannot think on Providence, to any 
religious purpoſe, unleſs we conſtantly conſider, waoss 
Providence it is, on which we employ our thoughts, 
Having ſettled this important point, in the next 
place, let us endeavour to form, and retain, a 
ſound judgment of this article of our faith. Pro- 
_ widence is not an attribute of God, but an action; 
that action, whereby he moves, and directs ALL 
THinGs, after the counſel of his own will. 
Thus he executes bis own decree. Providence is 
various in its operations, unlimited in its extent, and 
often, to us, paſt finding out ; but it is no leſs 
uniform than wonderful. There is ſuch a cloſe” 
connection, and ſo much agreement, between the 
operations of God in Providence, and in Grace, 
that if the former is regarded, the latter cannot 
be el 
N boſe 


4 


F. hoſe means, 1 which may enlarge our 
acquaintance with this ſubject, deſerve our ſtudy : 
The chief of which are, the word of God and 
prayer. Next to theſe, are our own ob ſervatious; 

for he who does not occupy his own talent, will 
reap but little benefit from the labours of other people. 
The remarks of others, may be deeper, and more 
ſagaciqus than our own , but the practice of piety 
will never flouriſh, unleſs we endeavour to think 
for ourſelves. When, with proper caution, we are 
 habituated to that noble employ, the thoughts which 
pious men have publiſhed, 1 may be of real ſervice, 
Some of the beſt which I have yet read, are con- 
tained in the following pages. Should they affect 
you, as they have often affected me, you will cer 
: ain hib them worth repeated peruſal. 


That © you may Hines advantage from all my 

BY a to ſerve you, and that I may Jmiſh my 
courſe with joy, whenever it ſhall pleaſe Cod to 
remove me, are my conftant ſupplications. Under 
4 ſenſe of your long continued regard for my wel. 

: fare, the ſeventeen years 1 have been with Joh. 


# am, my dear friends, 
You our obliged, and reſpeAful Patter, go 
JOHN MARTIN, oF 


E 1 Street, 7. 3 0 ourt Road, 
June 24th, 1799+ | 
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INTRODUCTION. 


IME firſt principles of natural religion 
teach us, there is a God: There is a 
Providence : There is a future State. Theſe 


fats, however, have neither been well un- 


derſtood, nor properly regarded, without the 
light of revelation. All our light hath a 
Father: and, according to its kind, it de- 
clares his glory. But as one ſtar differeth 
from another ſtar in glory, ſo doth the re- 
vealed word of Promiſe excell every other 
ray of light. God hath magnified it 
above all his Name. Believers regard it as 
the word of truth, the goſpel of their ſalva- 
tion, and as that vivifying word, by which 


they are made partakers of the divine 


Nature; by which alſo they eſcape the cor 


ruption that is in the world through luſt. 4 


Providence, like the cloud which went 


before the ſons of Jacop, is always ſubſer- 


vient to the word of God; and it may ba 


A conſidered 


„ 
conſidered as a comment on the ſacred text. 
But this comment, like the cloudy pillar, is 
both opaque and luminous. They who fear 
God, are guided by it ſafely; whereas un- 
believers gaze and cenſure, ruſh on. and are 
confounded. 


Againſt the necefity of Providence, it has 
been urged, © That the world was framed 
in ſuch wonderful order and perfection, as 

to ſtand in no further need of the Creator's 
: Superintendence ; ; and that his rational 

creatures were made capable of guiding 
15 themſelves, and governing thoſe beneath 
them; and that thereby the order of the 
world might be maintained without the 
| Divi ine Interpoſition.— The anſwer to which 
that every part of this pretence is 


5 1 It 1 18 demonſtrable that the very 


material world cannot be kept in order by 
ſecond cauſes, but continually ſtands i in need 

of the Creator's Influence, as might be 
ſhewn at large. And much leſs could the 
order and harmony of the intellectual world 
be maintained without Divine Adminiſtra- 
lion. It is true, men are endued with rea- 
ſon, 


Ei) 
fon, and angels with more; but yet both 
men and angels being endued alſo with 
liberty, might act againſt the light of 


their own minds, and fall into diſorder; 


and accordingly both have actually done 
ſo. On which account, were it not for 


God's Providence and Government, it is 


evident that the moral world, as well as the 


natural, would become a mere Chaos, and 
fall into inextricable confuſion. Is it not 
neceſſary for the public ſecurity, that evil 


men and evil angels be curbed and reſtrained? 
Is it not neceſſary that innocence be pro- 


tected, and virtue encouraged? That guilt 
be expoſed and proſecuted, and vice and 
villany checked and puniſhed? And how 
ſhould any thing of this kind be effectually 
done, if God did not ſit at the helm, direct . 
all affairs, and diſpoſe of all events, accor- 
ding to the rules of righteouſneſs and truth. 
But in order to diſcover the weakneſs of 
this plea, we need only take notice how it 
would hold in human Eſtabliſhments. Is 
any thing to be done without rulers and 
governors? And ſuppoſing a ſet of laws, 
of the beſt laws, already made; ill they 


. execute 


. 
execute themſelves ? *Tis very true that men 
= have reaſon to direct them, and laws of 
various kinds; ; bur * tis likewiſe as true, that 
many men have wild humours, fierce deſires, 
and furious paſſions, which frequently 
prompt them to act in defiance both of law 


and reaſon. On which account, and for the 


ſupport of both, an executive Power is, and N 
ever will be, abſolutely neceſſary in all States 
and Communities. And muſt not this ob- 
| ſervation hold much ſtronger in reſpect of Z 
the whole Creation! ? If the ſeveral ſocieties | 


among men require rulers and governors, 


and cannot ſubſiſt without them; what can we 
think of the Univerſe itſelf? Muſt not the 
Whole ſtand in greater nced of Government 
than any Part? Moſt certain therefore = 
1s, that the all-wiſe Creator would never 
produce ſuch a great and glorious Syſtem, 
and then leave it in a ſlate of Anarchy; this 
being utterly inconſiſtent with all the rules 
of wiſdom we are capable of diſcovering "ey 


By theſe, and many other invincible ar- 
guments, the neceſſity of Divine Providence 

is 
* PALGUY. 


N . CTR) 91% am 


is evident. But the fat? is open to daily 


obſervation, and is moſt firmly fixed, in 


pious minds, as a matter of Beli f. They 
doubt not, but The eyes of the Lord 
run to and fro thunggh the earth, to ſhew 
themſelves ſtrong in behalf of them whoſe 
| heart is perfect before him.” They ſay, 
The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice. 


The Lord reigneth, ler the e people tremble.” | 


« Should we 55 on to enquire how God 


_ governs the Univerſe, and preſume to ſearch 
into the methods and meaſures of Divine 


Providence, we may eaſily bewilder our- 


ſelves in a ſpeculation vaſtly too high for us. 
We have all the reaſon in the world to aſ- 
ſure ourſelves. that God's Government = 
moſt perfect, in all reſpects ; but to account 
for the direction and diſpoſal of particular 
events, and to diſcover how far they come 


under, and coincide with general laws, 


ſeem undertakings far above our * preſent 


faculties. * 


Providence has been conſidered, « As an 


intellectual knowledge, both foreſeeing, 


A 1 caring 
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caring ſor, and ordering all things; and as 
ITHr which doth not only behold all paſt, 
all preſent, and all to come, but as the cauſe 
of their ſo being; which Preſcience, ſimply 
. taken, 1 is not .' —On this great, my ſterious 
ſubject, the ableſt pens in all communities, 
and in all countries, have been employed. 
None of them to a better purpoſe than thoſe 
pens which have been made and uſed in 
affliction. Writers of diſtinguiſhed piety have 
left behind them ſuch leſſons of inſtruction, 
which bear date from their peculiar trials, as 
the laboured efforts of men at eaſe have ſeldom 


| produced. The poſt of human obſervation 


is often perilous; and in the greateſt perils 
thoſe. objects and facts have been viſible, 
which they who live in peace and ne 

may have heard of, but never ſaw. 


The fallowing Diſcourſe of Mr. Lewis 
51 MaxoLLEs, was put into my hands more 
than ſeven years ago. 1 read it with advan- 
= tage and I wiſhed to edify others by pub- 
liſhing the life and labours of that honeſt 
man. After ſome (carCh, x met with The 
1 ow Hiſtory 


+ Sir WALTER RALEIGH. 


LY 1 


Hiſtory of his Sufferings, publiſhed 3 in 171 2, 
and ſaid to be Done newly out of French. 
After many thoughts on this ſubject, I deter- 

| mined to abridge that Account, and to 
annex to the Abridgment, a tranſlation of 
his Discounsz su La PROVIDENCE, 


The Hiftory which is here abridged, 
was written by Mr. JaquzLoT; and it was 
dedicated, by a ſon of Mr. dz MakoLLEs, 
to Mr. Heins1vs, Counſellor and Pen- 
| ſionary of Holland and We ſt Friezland. 
To this Hiſtory, printed in 1712, there 
is added, An Accouxr of the ToxmenTs 

which the Frzexca PROTESTANTS endure 
Abroad in the GALLIES; written by Joan 

| Biox, ſometime Prieſt and Curate of the 

Pariſh of Ur/y, in the Province of Burgundy, 
and Chaplain to the Superbe Galley in the 
French Service. : 


In the year 1788, Dr. Pz1tsTLEY repub. 
liſhed © An Hiſtory | of the Sufferings of 
Mr. Lawn DE MaAROLLES,” which I have 
read with attention. But as Dr. PrIeSTLEY. 
has © made no alterations, excepting of a 

A 4 | few 


= 4 
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ſentences and paragraphs,” 


F viii) 
few words and phraſes which were become 
obſolete, and ſometimes in the diviſion of 
his edition gave 
me but little aſſiſtance in forming this 
AER 


The liberties I have taken, to make the 
narrative more plain, or more pleaſing, to 


the Reader, are only ſuch as permit me to 
pay a due regard to truth. 


85 3 | 15 5 
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SUFFERINGS and MARTYRDOM 


o F 


1. 


born about the year 1629, 


888 of an antient family, very A 


for their ſkill in law. He dwelt at St. Mene- 


hoult, where he exerciſed the office of the 
King's Counſellor and Receiver of the Conſign- 
ments; his religion making him enpnne of 


| ny other poſt, 


U. Mr. pr Maxis was loved and 
eſteemed by all thoſe who knew him; becauſe 


| he was of a ſweet and caſy temper, and of a 
pleaſant 


—— — 


TR. LEWIS DE MAROLLES was 


= 
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1 
few words and | denn which ene become 
obſolete, and ſometimes in the diviſion of 
ſentences and paragraphs,“ his edition gave 
me but little ane in forming this 
Abridgment. : 


The liberties I have taken, to make the 
narrative more plain, or more pleaſing, to 
the Reader, are only ſuch as Pet n me to 

pay a due regard to en | 
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ABRIDGMEN T 
15 
r. JARPELOT's HISTORY 


OF THE 


SUFFERINGS and | MARTYRDO M 


OF 


1 


born about the year 1629, 


; Champagne, of an antient family, very 3 
for their ſkill in law. He dwelt at St. Mene- 


hoult, where he exerciſed the office of the 
King's Counſellor and Receiver of the Conſign- 


ments; his religion making him incapable of 
ny other 185 8 


U. Mr. DE | ManoLLes was loved and 
eſteemed by all thoſe who knew him; becauſe 


he was of a ſweet and eaſy temper, and of a 
pleaſant 


R. LEWIS DE MAROLLES was 


_ pleaſant and agreeable converſation. Had he 
loyed the world, he would have appeared 
among the learned with diſtinction: for he 

Vas a good Philoſopher and Mathematician, 
and particularly. ſkilled in Agebra. But he 

was contented to live a quiet and obſcure 
life, in the place of his nativity, amongſt 
his relations, who are the moſt noted per- 
ſons in St. Meneboult. Here he made it his 
chief buſineſs to inſtruct himſelf in religion, 
and to grow and advance in piety. This 

virtue was in him a truly chriſtian grace; 1 

founde ] upon the knowledge, and upon a 
lively perſuaſion of the truth, of his duty. 
It was not the effect of a phlegmatic and 
diſordered temper, which ſometimes puts 


on the appearance of piety, the better to 
5 judge and cenſure all mankind. Never waͤs 


any man more agreeable and pleaſant in 
every thing, wherein piety was not con- 
cerned. He made ufe of muſick for his 
recreation, and ſometimes of hunting to 
preſerve his health. In a word, he was 
eſteemed by all that knew him, ot affec- 
tionately loved by all his friends: always of 


2 ſmoorh and a temper, always ſhewing 
an 


— — —  EOOSITOEY 
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an honeſt and becoming gravity, without 


being crabbed and troubleſome ; always of 
a cheerful humour, ſupported by the beauty 
and good diſpoſition of his mind, having a 


| heart ſatisfied and contented with his _ 
dition. 


III. The Elia of Malte, (granted by 


Hexgy IV. in the year 1598,) was re- 
voked by Lewis XIV. in 1685. By this 


event, the PROTESTANTS, in France, were 


8 expoſed to all the norrours of Perſecution; 
On the approach of this terrible tempeſt, | 


Mr. DE MAROLLES endeavoured to quit the 


EKingdom: but was perſuaded to ſettle in 


Alſace. In order to comprehend the reaſon 


which drew him into thoſe parts, you muſt 
know, that ſome PROrrsraxvrs going from 
Champagne to Lorrain, bordering upon the 
Dutchy of Deux Ponts, the inhabitants of the 


county of Sarbruck and Alſatia, had been 


_ prevailed upon, by Mons1zus, the Intendant 
of GovuPELLIER, to ſettle themſelves in that 
country; by his aſſuring them, with an oath, 
| that no perſon ſhould be moleſted, or diſ- 
turbed, and that the exerciſe of religion. 


which 


(4 7 
which was eſtabliſhed at Lixim and Bourbac, 

Mould be preſerved; becauſe the King had a 
mind to populate and re-eſtabliſh that deſo- 
| late and ruined country. 


Iv. Thus encouraged, but deceived, our 
martyr, with Madam Mazy GOMMERET his 
wife, (the daughter of M. GOMMERET, 
formerly a famous and noted magiſtrate of - 
Sedan, and very high in the eſtcem of M. 
the Marſhal DE FankRr,) ſettled them 
ſelves. at Lixim. He had four children; 
two daughters are now with their mother, 
in a ſociety of Ladies of Quality, at 
Harlem; from whom they receive all man- 
ner of conſolation. The two ſons are in 
the Service. The eldeſt, who had his leg 
broke twice; once at the battle of Landen, 
and another time by an uufortunate acci- 
dent, is an Officer in the Earl of ALBER- 
MARLE'S regiment, The youngeſt, is an 
Enſign in the regiment of M. pz Sr. 
Aux p: both of them are loved and eſteemed 
by thoſe that know them. They were very 
| young when their Father attempted. to go 
out of France. But God, who called him to 
f glorify h his N ame, and to carry along with his 
chains 
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chains the good odour of the REFORMATION, 
even to the Pretorium, ſuffered him to be 


ſtopped, with his whole family, on Sunday 

the ſecond of December, 1685, upon the 
territories of France, two leagues on this fide 
the Rhine, by one M. Bourtow, an Aid- M jor. 
of Straſburg, accompanied by two Cava- 


liers. They were all of them conveyed to one 


of the priſons of the city, and put into a 
ſquare tower, which lands: in the middle of 
the ri ver. 


VE We aut, in this place, hear what 


| he faith himſelf. 


a A Jett while after I had been here, 


M. the Marquis De CraniLLy, Govenor, M. 
DE La GRance, the Intendant, together with 
the Major, and Aid. Major Boux Bow, came 


to interrogate and examine me. I told 


| them the naked truth of things, without 


diſguiſe, or diſſimulation: after which they 
departed. The next morning, Madam, the 
Governeſs, gave herſelf the trouble to viſit 
us. Aſter having told us that ſhe ſympa- 


thized in our diſgrace, ſhe ſaid there was a 


remedy to be had; that it lay in our power, 
5 2 and 


- hy \ 
PPP 


the Biſhop of Chalons, who is now Arch- 
1 of Paris. We muſt do him juſtice, 


and chat we wit obey the King s orders; 
and get ourſelves infrufed; that ſhe would 
fend us ſome father Jeſuits for that pur- 
poſe. 1 anſwered her, that, as to my part, 
1 found myſelf ſufficiently inſtructed, but 
that I would not refuſe to hear thoſe whom 


was removed from Straſburg to  Chalons, 
with his family ; ; Where he arrived on Mon- 
day, the 28th of January. They carried 
them in a waggon, attended by M. BouR RN 
the Aid. Major, together with an Officer and 
five troopers. He was put into the priſon of 
the city of Chalons, where he continued juſt 


the ſhould do me the honour to ſend me.“. 


1 mall not relate all thats 3 and 


converſations, i in which this faithful chriſtian 
_ diſcovered his knowledge, and the ſolid 
foundations of his faith. It is ſufficient to 
ſay, that he confirmed his ſentiments by 
reaſon, by the word of God, and by ſome 
paſſages of the Fathers, WW = 


| VI E 17th of January, 1686, "hs 


fix weeks. He was immediately viſited by. 


and 


cn) 


and ſay, that the zeal which he hath for 
his religion, is as conformable to his cha- 
racer, as the perſecuting ſpirit of ſeveral 
other Biſhops is far from it. He wrote to 
 Monfieur 0s CHAMILLY, in favour of Mr. vez 
N Makol.LIs, ſo ſoon as he knew of his con- 


finement at Straſburg : and, in the viſit 


: which he made him at Chalons, he told him, 
that if he could, he would conceal him 
under his robe. » 


VII. During the firſt four Welt that 
our merlyr continued at Cbalons, he had : 
liberty enough. The Ecclefi aftics, who be- 
lieved themſelves able to cope with him, at 
firſt, were eager to ſignalize themſelves ; ; but 
when they found his conſtancy to be invin- | 


cible, they locked him up in a dungeon, 


without ſuffering him to ſce any perſon for 


the ſpace of f/1cen days. After which, he 


was brought to judgment the ninth of 


March, and ſentence was pronounced againſt 
him by forch-ligbt. Here follows a copy of 


his ſentence 1 


6 We dee that the faid DE 


MazoLLss, is declared, proved, and con- 
victed 


4 

victed of being apprehended, endeavouring 

14 to go out of the Kingdom, with his family, 

1 contrary to his Majeſty's Edicts, and De- 

clarations; for reparation whereof, we have 
condemned, and do condemn, the faid vr 

Mak oOLLES, priſoner, to ſerve the King for 

ever, as a ſlave, on board the gallies; and 

his perſonal goods and chattles forfeited to 
the King, by this our ſentence, judgment 

and decree. Done in the Council Chamber, 

or open Court, the ninth of March, 1686. 


N Signed at the bottom, SEBILLE. | C. Jour- 
= AT. JourDain BAuGIER, LE VauTREL, 
| „ bu Vieux DamPierre, RaMBOURGH 


all Counſellors to the King, in the Bailiwick, 

and Preſidial Court of Chalons, in the year 
and day abovementioned. Signed, Dour- 
73 MARTIN. | 


Sies and Delivered the pine Copy 
þ j 5 to the ſaid Lewis DE MagoLLEs, Priſoner 
| in the Royal Goal of Chalons; nominated in 


| the ſentence above tranſcribed, Peking to 
| himſelf that he may not Aue IPNOTRNICE. 


J. VIII. This ninth cf March, when ſen- 
tence _ was | Pronounced | againſt Mr. pe 
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 ManoLLEs, was On a Saturday. The Monday 
following, they took him out of the dungeon 
to convey him, in a waggon, to Paris, at- 


tended by three archers from Chalons. The 
youngeſt of his ſons, (the eldeſt being gone 
from that city,) preſented himſelf upon the 
way, to accompany his father. The archers 
ſuffered him to ride in the waggon with 


him, and treated the priſoner with as much 
Civility as could be expected from thoſe 
ſort of perſons. They had a certain reſpect 
for him which virtue begets in the hearts 


of the moſt barbarous. They told him 


they did not fear he would make his 
eſcape out of their hands, and did not mind 
to guard him with that ſeverity and exact- 
neſs which hey generally uſed towards galley- 


N faves. 


He ae at che Conciergerie®, Thurſday, 85 
the 14th of March, 1686. His ſon went 


with him into the chamber, where they im- 


mediately put the priſoners that came from 
. )%%%F§§˙ I 


* So they call at Park the common Jail of that 
place, ſuch as our Newgate in London. 


| all parts, till they had informed themſelves 
of the nature of their condemnation. The 


night approaching, he aſked if he might 


return the next day to ſee his father. | 
They told him he might, But coming 
thither the next morning, he was told he 
' muſt ſee him no more. I find a note 


wherein he hath written as follows: 


I was pat into a dark dungeon, where 


I have been theſe /wo months, without ſeeing. 
any body. On Saturday, the 11th of May, 
1686, I was brought before my Judges, 5 
at the court where criminal cauſes are tried; 
but, contrary to what is ufual, my judgment 


was deferred till Tueſday, the 14th of the 


ſame month; and my condemnation of 
Cpalons was confirmed the ſame day. About 
75 two o'clock i in the afternoon, they put the 


irons upon my hands, put me into a coach, 


and I was carried to La Tournelle, where 1 


entered, making the twenty-ſaxth Galerien.” 


X. La Tournelle was a palace in Henry 


the Second's time; but now they ſend the 
perſons thither who are condemned to the 


ball es: 


gallies, until the 3 of the Chain. 1 
muſt inform the reader, that the Chamber of 


Laar ournelle, i is a Chamber, or Court, belong- 
ing to the Parliament of Paris, where criminals 
are tried, that it may not be confounded 

with Le Tournelle, or rather Les Tournelles, 


whither they ſend the perſons condemned 
to the gallies till their an notes 


* Ties our martyr entered upon one 
of the firſt theatres in the world, where he ; : 


maintained the profeſſion of his faith, i 


oppoſition to the threats and promiſes X 
his perſecutors, with courage and mildneſs, 
and to the cdification of all good perſons.' 
As ſoon as he arrived at La Ti ournelle, and : 


was loaded with chains, having ſome ſpare 


moments to write to his family and friends, 
he employed thoſe moments to their com- 
fort, by giving them an account of the 


ſlate of his ſoul, and the tranquility of his 


heart, putting his truſt in God, and count- 
ing himſelf happy in that he ſuffered for 


the glory of his Name, and of his Truth. 
We have all his letters, written with his 


own hand, which I ſhall not give to the 
B 1 public, 
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public, becauſe it would require a volume 


to contain them; it being my deſign only to 
give an Hiſtory of his Sufferings, in which 
are undeniable proofs of the moſt remark- 
able effects that hope, piety, and the * 
| of God can produce, 


XII. In one of his letters, de from 


La Tournelle, the ech of mos 1686, he 
11 f 


8 1 was put into a dark dungeon in the 


Conciergerie, where I have been buried for 
theſe ix months. On the morning of my 
arrival, I was twice brought before the 
 Procurator General, in a Chamber of the 
Conciergerie. I returned ſuch anſwers to the 
queſtions which he put to me, as Jeſus 
Chriſt inſpired me with, according to his 
promiſe. He made me another viſit, and 
gave me this teſtimony, That it was ad- 
mirable to ſee me do that for error, which 
none of them perhaps, would do for the _ 
truth. A little while after, the chief Prefi= 
dent had me brought out of the dungeon, 
> with the greateſt. honour in the world. 


When 


Een) 


When I was come to the Chamber where he 
' waited for me, he cauſed all his attendants, . 


conſiſting of ſix or ſeven perſons of merit, 
to go out, and honoured me with a private 
conference for the ſpace of two hours. He 


expreſſed towards me much goodneſs, and 
deſire to ſerve me, and as ſoon as he was 


gone out, he betook himſelf to his company 
again, and ſaid, (as I was informed by one 


of my friends who was preſent,) I am come 
from diſcou ſing with a good man. Theſe are 
only words; but yet they afford ſome com- 
fort. I did likewiſe receive ſeveral marks of 


favour and goodneſs from the Preſident of 
the Court of Justice where I was condemned. 


He talked with me at the door of the dun- | 


geon, and after ſome diſcourſe, he told me, 
that it was with great grief and ſorrow, 


that he ſaw me there; that he wiſhed I . 


might be ſeized with ſome light ſickneſs, to 


have an occaſion to take me out, and put 
me into the Infirmary 3. that whenever I 

debred to ſpeak with him, I needed but to 
tell the Jailer, who ſhould acquaint him 


with it, and he would not fail to come to 


the Conciergerie to ſee me. All thoſe gentle 
On 3 mei bede 
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160 had their end and view; but they were, 
T thank Ged, unſucceſs ful. God having put 


it into my heart to continue faithful to 
him, even unto death if need required. 


XIII. In another letter, dated from La 
Tournelle, the ad of July, he informs us of a 
combat, in which he had yielded up againſt 
his own heart and mind. He confeſſes, that 
being in the priſon of Chalons, the tears of a 
wife, and a family, which were dear to him, 
and which were not able to move him at 
Straſburg, joined to thoſe of two brothers- 
in-law, who came to ſee him at Chalons, 


induced him to accept certain propoſals 


which were made to him, by two of the 
moſt eminent and conſiderable perſons of 
the Province. 1 have been informed, that 
thoſe propoſals were to deſire his liberty, in 
order to inſiru# himſelf more fully, in the 
controverſies which occaſion our ſeparation 8 
from the church of Rome. 8 


But (ſaith he) a few days after, God 
having given me to underſtand my fault, 
and having afforded me an opportunity of 


5 repairing it, I embraced it with | Joy, fervency 


and 


( 1s ) 


and tears; and that Father of Mercies who 


| Knows how to produce light out of darkneſs, | 


made uſe of my infirmities thereby to give 


me that ſtrength and ſtedfaſtneſs which 1 


have ſince had. This gives me reaſon to hope, 
| that he will continue this favour to me unto 
the end, and, that he will always proportion. 
His gifts, and graces, to the trials to which it 
hall pleaſe him to expoſe me. The pre- 
_ceding trials miſling of their end, they made 


me new offers, which affected me yet leſs 
than the former. I rejected them all with- 
out deliberating upon them; at which they 


' were ſo enraged that I was the next day put 
into a dungeon, where I lay thirteen days 
| before my condemnation. This paſſed at 


Cbalons.— Being in the Conciergerie at Paris, : 
one of my friends, Tuter to the children of 
the King and Madame MonTEspaN, came, 
with his Majeſty's permiſſion, to ſee me. He 


| propoſed I ſhould go to the Biſhop of Meaux 
to get myſelf inſtructed, (this is their way of 


ſpeaking t) I returned him thanks, and 
aſſured him, that it was not in the power of 


B 4 time 


4 A court rt compliment to ſeduce th unwary. 
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time to change my light and knowledge; 


and that I was perſuaded that the Biſhop of 
Meaux could not ſatisfy me any more than 
the other Biſpops which I had already ſeen. 


XIV. After having languiſhed two months 


5 in a dungeon, he was brought before the 
Court on Saturday, the 11th of May, 1686. 


We are informed of what paſſed there by a 
letter which he wrote to his ſiſter-in-law 


Fs dated from La 7 ournelle, the 17th of May. 


0 I have been two full months, with ſeven | 
miſerable wretches, condemned either to the 
gallies, or to be hanged and broken alive 
upon the wheel, in a dungeon ſo dark, that 1 

could not well diſcern their faces. They 
have all been troubled with rheums and 
fluxes, which God hath preſerved me from, 

although I am old, and they all of them 
young. The 1 1th of this month 1 was taken 
cout of the dungeon, (contrary to my expecta- 
tion, for 1 expected they would let me rot 

TY there,) and brought to the criminal court to | 

be judged. The Preſident of the houſe, 
who was at the head of my Judges. ordered : 
me to ſit down upon the priſoner's ſtool, and 


took 


( 17 ) 


took my oath to ſpeak the truth. I anſwered 

to all he deſired to know of me; after which 
he made me an exhortation, and bid me 
think ſeriouſly with myſelf, that it was not 


_ they that ſhould judge me, but that the de- 
| claration of the King did expreſsly mention 


muy condemnation. I returned him thanks 
for his goodneſs which he expreſſed towards 


me, and told him that I was in no great 


trouble to deliberate ; that my reſolution 
was fixed long ago, and that I reſigned my- 
| ſelf to the Court, and was ready to ſuffer the | 
penalties to which they ſhould think fit to 


condemn me; that how great and ſevere ſoever 


they might be, they would be Jeſs uneaſ. y to me 
than to act againſt the lights of my conſctence, 
and live like a hypocrite. They ordered me 
| thereupon to withdraw, and I was conveyed 
back to my dungeon. I expected to be con- 
ducted in the afternoon to Les Tournelles; but 
they deferred my judgment till 'Tueſday fol- 
lowing, the 14th of May, and three or four 
hours after they came to carry me away; 


they put manacles upon my hands, and ſo 


conducted me, in a coach, to Les Tournelles. 


The Governor of Teurnelles knowing who I 
7 uas, 
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was, and being informed of my erime, cauſed 


me to be treated with as much gentleneſs 


as can be expected in that place. They 


were contented to put a fetter upon one 
foot. But the next morning he came to tell 
me that he had juſt received orders which 
very much afflicted him, which was, that the 
King had commanded that the chain ſhould 
be put upon my neck. I thanked him for 


his goodneſs which he expreſſed towards 


me; and told him, that I was ready to pay 

a reſpectful obedience to the orders of his 
Majeſty. laid aſide my hat, they took the 
chain from off my foot, and put me on another. 
about my neck, which doth not, I believe, 
weigh leſs than thirty pounds. Thus you 
ſee, my dear ſiſter, the ſtate and condition 


which the wiſe providence of God hath 
choſen and allotted for me, out of a thouſand 5 


others in which he might have placed me. . 
1 expect from his mercy, ſtrength and con- 
ſtancy to ſuffer all for his glory and my own 
| falvation. Do not afflict yourſelf at my con- 
dition, my dear ſiſter; it is more happy than 


you think for. Weep not for me. Keep 


your tears for ſo many miſerable wretches 


vha 


7) 


who live not ſo contentedly as I do. Grant 


me the aſſiſtance of your prayers. 1 allure 


you I do not forget you in mine.“ 


General went thither; and we are informed, 


by a note written with our martyr's own hand, 
what paſſed between that famous magiſtrate 5 


and himſelf. He ſays, 


Y 


4 He addreſſed himſelf to me, and ning 
the chain upon my neck, he told me that it 


was with grief, that he ſaw me in ſo miſera- 


ble condition, and that he did greatly defire 
to deliver me out of it; that I was fo much 

the more worthy of compaſſion, becauſe it 

was my prejudices which plunged both myſelf 


and family into miſery. I anſwered him, 


that I ſhould be very much to blame if it 
were ſo, but that it was my opinion, in caſes 


which concern our ſalvation, we muſt deſpiſe 
and neglect whatſoever relates only to this 
life, and that it was this thought and con- 
ſideration which induced me to bear my 


» evils with patience, He replied, that he 


was perſuaded that I was right as to my 
Intentions, that I hade a ſincere zeal for the 


glory 


n= — - 
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glory of God, and my own  Talvationi but 
wanted knowledge; that he would come 


again to ſee and talk with me within a 


little time; that there was nothing which he ; 


5 would not either do, or give, to deliver me 
out of my miſery. 1 told him, that I did, 


with much thankfulneſs and reſpect, receive 


| the tokens of his goodneſs which he was 


pleaſed to ſhow me; after which he de- 


parted.” 


XVI. Three 44 s after this, he received 7 


another viſit, of which we have likewiſe 
ol account written with his own hand. | 


885 Monday, the 27th "of May, 1686, 1 


tween ſeven and eight o'clock i in the even- 
ing, a Counſellor belonging to the Court of 
L Tournelle, who ſat next to, and on the right 
hand of the Pre/ident of the Houſe, when I 
was brought into the Court before my trial, | 
came to viſit the priſoners at Les T ournelles, 
After he was gone out, Mr. Ls Ro1, our 


head keeper, took me out of the place where 


we are, and brought me into a Chamber 
uhich is called the Council Chamber, where 


the Counſellor waited for me. 1 had my 


chain 


„ 
hain about my wa He told me, with all 
the ingenuity and candour in the world: All 
our Aſſembly, Sir, are touched with grief 5 
for the miſery to which they know you are 
reduced, and I come to ſolicit you to de- 
liver yourſelf out of it. We know that you 
have lived like a very honeſt man, and that 
you proceed from a very good family. Con- 
ſider with, and examine yourſelf, by the 
rules both of policy and conſcience. Before 
ſeven or eight months are at an end, your 
religion ſhall be no more mentioned in France. 
Even at preſent, there are very ſevere Edifs 
| againſt the new converts who do not do their 
duty. In other places, your religion hath. 


been extinguiſhed this 130 years. But I do 


not come hither to diſpute with you about 
| You know, that it hath ſubſiſted and 
e e in the kingdom only upon ſuffe- 


rance and toleration, and out of a neceſſity | 


of appeaſing and putting an end to the 
troubles. It lies wholly in your power 
to advance yourſelf higher than you have 
ever yet been, and to procure peace to your 
ins ; 


©« 15 


| 
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EE 1 anſwered, that I was very much ob- 

| liged to their illuſtrious aſſembly, for paſſing 
o favourable a judgment upon me, and for 
the goodneſs which they expreſs towards me; 

| and to himſelf in particular, for the marks 


| which he gave me of his good will; that 1 
did return them all a thouſand thanks; but 
that nothing ſhould ever be able to make 
me do any thing againſt my conſcience, and 
that I had but itte regard for all the advan- 
tages of this life. T hat if it were true I was 
in an error, and it ſhould pleaſe God to con- 
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| - vince me of it, by giving me new lights and 

| | knowledge, I ſhould not fail to follow them 
ö with much zeal and joy, out of a ſole vier 
| to the glory of God. I ſaid, ' moreover, that 
| the Edift of Nantz was to reward the good 


> —— 
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ſervices which HENAY the Fourth had re- 
ceived from PROTESTANTS, rather than to 
appeaſe the troubles which were then allayed; 
the arms being laid down, and the King in 
dhe peaceable poſſeſſion of the Crown. I ſaid | 
nothing of religion, becauſe he ſaid that he 
was not come to diſpute with me about it. This 
good Counſellor went away a little after, 
L dcfiring me to think ſcriouſly upon what he had 


ſaid 
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ſaid to me. Mr. Lz Rot told me, as he carried 

me back, that this Counſellor was ſent as a 
Commiſſioner by the Court of La Tournelle, 
to ſpeak to me from the part of that famous 
Society, who were never touched with ſo 
much trouble and compaſſion for any perſon 
as they were for me. This Counſellor' s name 
was Mr. Rxrnaup.“ 


XVII. Mr. pn Manor Es wrote ſeveral 
letters about this period, to his wife, chil- 
22 and friends. He wrote alſo one to. 
r. JuRIEv, the 2d of July, in which he 
rl him, 


== The manner of my ſuffering, and the 

good eye with which God makes me regard 
all my ſufferings, perſuades me that he will 

give me the grace to continue faithful to 
him, even unto death. I do not fix my eyes 
upon the condition in which I am, which 
troubles and afflicts thoſe that ſee it, much 
more than it does myſelf. I place them ſolely 
upon the rewards which God hath promiſed to 
all thoſe that fear his Name. I am certain, 
that the light afflictions with which he is 
pleaſed to viſit me, will produce in me, 
according 


h 


| according to his divine promiſes, an eternal 
veight of exceed ing great glory. I comfort 
my ſelf becauſe the ſufferings of this preſent 
time, are not worthy to be compared with 
the future glory, which is to be revealed in 
us. I put my truſt in what St. Janrs fays, 
Bleſſed is the man that endureth temptation : for 
when be is tried, he ſhall receive the crown of 


life, which the Lord hath promiſed to them that 
love him. I rejoice that our Saviour hath 


pronounced thoſe BLrsseD who ſuffer for righ- 
5 geouſneſs ſake. 'Thus, Sir, I make all my glory 5 
and happineſs to conſiſt in this, That my 
Redeemer doth not count me unworthy to 5 
ſuller for his Name ſake. 1 fix my confidence 
upon the cternal Rock. I put all my truſt 
in Him. I expect help and ſuccour from 
Him alone. 1 perſuade myſelf that nothing 
ſhall be able to move me, fixed upon ſo 


ſolid a foundation. This, Sir, is my uſual 
occupation, as much as the infomens place, 
where I am confined, will permit. I call it 


infamous, becauſe there is not an honeſt or 


virtuous word to be heard there. It reſounds 


with nothing but filthineſs and execrable 
: blaſphemics. They make ſuch noiſe and 


tumult 


X88 | 
tumult all day, and for the greateſt part of 
the night, that I could ſcarce heretofore. 
meet with one happy moment to lift up my 
heart to God. I was ſo overwhelmed with 


drowſineſs, that I often fell aſleep before I 


had made an end of my prayer. When I 
| awaked about three or four o'clock in the 
morning, I endeavoured to keep myſelf 
awake, that I might, while the place was 
free from noiſe, pay my homage to God with 
ſome attention. I have had more liberty 
theſe ten or tyel e days; for, when it is 

fine weather, they ſuffer the Chain to go out, 

and abide i in a Court all day ; ö excepting ſix 
of us, who are kept locked up. I ſpend one ” 
part of this time in reading, meditation, and « 
prayer; and, I likewiſe, take the liberty to 
ſing ſome pſalms ; as I have done in al! the 
places of my impriſonment, without ever 
being complained of for it. You ſhall have, 
in a few words, an abridgment of our miſery: 
We lie fifty-three of us in a place, which is 
not above thirty feet in length, and nine in 
breadth. There lies on the right fide of me, 
3: fiek peaſant with his head to my feet. 
| There 1s ſcarce one amongſt us who doth 
C- 5 e 
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not envy the condition of ſeveral dogs and 
horſes. This makes us all defire the Chain 
may quickly depart. They conceal the de- 
parture from us, but, as far as we can judge, 
it will depart next Saturday. We were 
yeſterday ninety- -five condemned perſons in 
number; but two of them died that day, 
and one to- day. We have ſtill fifteen or 
fixteen ſick, and there are but few who 
eſcape it. 1 have had five fits of the tertian 
fever; but, 1 thank God, I am very well 
L recovered, andin a diſpoſition to make my 
journey to Marſeilles. We ſhall take in ſome 
of our brethren at Burgogne, who are con- 
demned to the Chain, for the ſame cauſe 1 
am, who have the honour to be the jo 
condemned by the Parliament of Paris,” 


XVI We have likewiſe two other let- 
ters, which a German miniſter wrote to 
Mr. vs MaAROLLES | in the Latin tongue, full 
of inſtruction and conſolation. In one of 
| the anſwers which our martyr made him, he 


| begs the aſſiſtance of his prayers, and adds, 


IE Hoping that, by means of the powerful 5 = 
| affiſtance. which ſeveral other ſervants 5 
God, 


AF. 3. 

God, as well as you, afford me, my ſufferings 
will end in the glory of our Creator, the 
edification of our brethren, and my own 
| falvation. When I reflect on the merciful 
Providence of God towards me, I am raviſned 

with admiration, and do evidently diſcover 
the ſecret ſteps of Providence, who hath 
formed me from my youth, after a requiſite 
manner to bear what I now ſuffer, I have 
always had but little love for thoſe. things 

which worldings eſteem and admire; and 
have had more care to provide for my 
ſoul than for my body. Although I acknow- 
ledge, to my ſhame and confuſion, that L 

| have not ſerved God ſo faithfully as I ought 

to have done, and that I have not been ſo 

| thankful as I ought to have been, for ſo 
many benefits and favours which he hath 

conferred upon me. Yet, I have always had 
a zeal for his glory, and for his truth. Theſe 
axe the holy ſeeds which he hath had the 

| goodneſs to preſerve in my heart, which, in 
this time of deſolation, begin to produce in 
me the excellent truths, the ſweetneſs of 
which affords me a Pleaſure, I am not able 
to utter and expreſs to you. It is this happy 
E condition - 
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condition in which I am which allites me, 
that God will finiſh the work which he has 


begun in me. I believe, I may ſay, with 


his faithful apoſtles, that 1 am confident, 


that neither angels, nor  principalities, nor 

powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, 
mor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 

Hall be able to ſeparate me from the love which 


Ged hath ſhown me in his Son, Jeſus Chriſt, 1 
can truly and ſincerely ſay, Sir, that thje 


Priſons and dark dungeons in which I have 
been confined, for above theſe 2 * months, 


and the chain, which I now carry about my 
neck, have been ſo far from ſhaking the 
holy reſolution which God hath put into my 
| heart, that it hath only ſtrengthened and DNS 
i confirmed it. I have ſought God in a quite 1 


different method in my Midlions, than ever I 


did in a ſtate of proſperity: and I may ay, 
that he hath ſuffered himſelf to be found by 
me. He hath very delightfully communi- 


cated himſelf to me, by the ſweetneſs of his 


conſolations. * In the midſt of the tranſitory 


afllictions, which it is his will that I ſhould. 


ſuffer, he hath made me to taſte of ſolid 


good things. The evils with which I am 
y TT threatened. 


{t 9) 
threatened do not at all terrify me. If they 
are violent, I am not in a condition to bear 
up long "againſt them; and ſo a chriſtian 
death will put a happy period thereto; if 
they are moderate, I ſhall have reaſon to bleſs 
our God for it, who ſhall continue his favour 

and googneſs towards me. Theſe confidera- 
tions make me look upon the time to come 

with the eye of conſtancy and aſſurance.” 


XIX. They offered him his liberty only 
upon condition that he would promiſe to 
endeavour to get himſelf inſtructed, without 
ſetting any limitted time. One of his friends 
made this propoſal to him from Mr. Mon EL, 
a rich partiſan, or farmer of che King's 
revenues at Vitry, who promiſed to procure 
his deliverance from the Chain the next 
day, if he would take even an unlimitted 
time to apply himſelf in good earneſt to get 
inſtruction. This paſſed about the end of 
June. Other perſons renewed the attack 
on the firſt day of July, as he informs us by 
a note written with his own hand, wherein | 
he gives us the reaſons for his refuſal, 
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ten or twelve days before our departure 
from thence, an Advocate of the Court of 
Parliament came to ſee me, accompanied 
with a Lady who was unknown to me, and 
Madam Lamsiiv, who had done me the 
honour of a viſit in the priſon of Cbalons. 
She was the wife of a treaſurer of France: 
She teſtified, by her tears, that ſhe was 
ſenſibly touched with the condition in which 
1 ſhe ſaw me, and that ſhe wiſhed, with all 
her heart, that ſhe could procure my deli- 


had been made me ſome days before, name- 


 Nrufted. The advocate began to ſpeak upon 


 that1 thought myſelf very much obliged to 
do as I did, for the following reaſons: 1 


(90) 
et At La 7 ournelle, the 17th of July, 1686, 


verance out of the miſery which J ſuffered. 
The diſcourſe fell upon the propoſal which | 


1y, to go to the Biſh:p of Meaux to be in- 


this point, and employed all his rhetoric to 
prove that I ought to accept of that offer, 
and ſaid, he did not believe that I could 
advance any ſufficient reaſon to the contrary. 
When he had made an end of his diſcourſe, 
and given me place to ſpeak, I anſwered, 


ſaid, that in the conferences which I had 
with 


. 
with the R. R. P. P. Jeſuits at Straſburg, 


they had not given me any manner of ſatis- 


faction in my objections; that the ſame 


anſwer, or much to the ſame purpoſe at 
leaſt, had been given me at Chalons, and 


that I had read the ſame things in the works 
of the famous Mr. Azxavp, and fince they 
had not ſatisfied in that Authour, they could 


not afford me more ſatisfaction elſewhere. 
I faid, that I was very ſtrongly perſuaded of 


the truth of my faith, about which 1 had 


no manner of doubt, and that I feared it 
was tempting God to accept the offer which 


they made me; that, on the other hand, 


the ſpace of eight months I had been con- 
fined, had enured me to ſufferings; that by 
that means, God had diſcovered to me the 


vanity of this life, and all that is here below; 0 


that thereby he had broken aſunder moſt of 
the bands and ligaments which engaged me 


to the world, and had put into my heart a 


great diſreliſh for the earth, and an ardent 


deſire after heaven. I ſaid, that I eſteemed 


this ſtate ſufficiently happy to think ſeriouſly b 


how to preſerve it. I added, that all the 


Civilities which I was perſuaded | I ſhould 
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8 8 
receive from ſo famous and noble a Prelate, h 
and the conſiderable alteration which would 


happen to my condition, would make me, 
within a few days, forget all my miſeries, 
and would root in my heart the love of the 
world, and pleaſures of life, more ſtrongly 
Perhaps than ever, to plunge me again into 
miſery without any certainty of receiving ſo 
much favour and aſſiſtance from God therein 
as I have already received. 1 ſaid, that for 
thoſe reaſons, | had reſolved to follow my 
vocation, and to end my days in ſuffering, 
jf it was the will of God. That as to the 
reſt, I did, with very great acknowledg- 
ments, and thankfulneſs, receive the tokens 
which he gave me of his charity and af. 


55 fetion.” 


+08 © Since then he came ſeveral times to ſee 


me, always backing what he advanced in 
the ſtrongeſt arguments he could. The laſt 


time that he ſaw me, which was on Monday 


the 15th of July, 1686, he told Mr. LE Rot, 
our head keeper, that he came by orders of 
the Procurator General. The next day the 


Procurator General honoured me with 4 viſit, 
and 


e 
ID 


( 83 ) 


and told me, that he came to try yet again; 


if before our departure for Marſeilles, there 
were yet any room left to reſcue me from 


the Chain and miſery; and he aſked me if 
there was no alteration in me. When I had 
returned him the thanks due to his civility, 
I told him, that all my misfortune had 
wrought no change upon the diſpoſition of my 
heart, no more than upon that of my mind. 
He then departed.— The Chain is to depart 
: next Saturday, the 20th of this month.?“ 


f 


1 We have given an des of his piety 
and his conflicts, we muſt lay him open on 
all ſides, and conſider this great ſoul in all 
the different occurrences and concerns of 
life. His God poſſeſſed, and wholly filled 
him : after which, the cares of his ſamily 


ſucceeded in their order. - Upon his firſt 
coming to La Tournelle, he acquainted his 
wife, with that freedom of ſpirit which he 5 
generally uſed, He ſays, 


« ] luden you, my dear child, that 


my judgment was confirmed this morning, 
by ſentence of the Court, and that I am, at 
= preſent, at LaT ournelle, with Mr. Le * EVR T, 


which 


( 34 ) 


which is no ſmall comfort to me. Al- 
though I have a great deſire to ſee you, yet 
it is ſo hot, that I adviſe you to ſtay till to- 


morrow morning; but ſend to me imme- 


diately, Ds MaroLLts and his brother, that 1 
may have the ſatisfaction to ſee them, and to 

receive a true and exact account of your ſtate 
and condition. I meet here with ſomething 


more agreeable and more grievous than in 
the dungeon; but we muſt ſubmit 10 l 


| His «wiſe, under the greateſt affiition, 


that can be imagined, viſited him as often _ 
as ſhe could, and put her hands through the 

grate to waſh the wounds which the chain 
had made upon him, with water in which 

muſket balls had been ſteeped. She heard 0 
one day that the Clergy had ſpread a report 
in Paris, that he was beſi des himſelf. This 
infamous fraud was. contrived to allay the 
wonder and admiration which the conſtancy 


of our martyr railed in all that great city. 


As ſoon as he was informed of it, he pro- 
poſed a problem to the learned, to the end 
that they might exerciſe themſelves in the 


n, of it, and thereby Judge of the ſitua- 
tion 


( 35 ) 
tion of his mind, and of the nature of the 
calumny which had been forged againſt him. 


XXI. At length the Chain departed from 
Paris, on Saturday the 2oth of July. Mr. 
pr MakoLLEs had then the fever. He had 


dreaded his ſorrowful ſeparation from his 
wife; and his wife caſt down, and ſick with 
affliction, could not be preſent at this 
mournful departure. They had not above 


the breadth of a quay to croſs, to enter into 
the boat. The galeriaus go two by two, 
carrying a long chain, which paſſes through 
their particular chains, in rings: Our martyr 
Was permitted, by favour, to be in the 14ſt 
rank. In theſe few ſteps which he had to 
take, he met his children, who caſt them- 


ſelves upon his neck, and embraced him. It 


is hard to repreſent this ſorrowful adieu 
without grief and emotion. One may eaſily 
imagine, that this famous galerian, who, 


ſome months ſince, made ſo much noiſe at 


Paris, drew a great concourſe of people. 
Every one ſeemed touched with his miſery, 
and an antient roman catholic merchant, 


breaking through the throng, came and em- 


braced, , 
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| iq 36 1 
1 braced, and encouraged him, offering him 
"my his purſe. This man hath ſince given glory 
vi to God, and retired, with his family, to 


= London, there to make 8 of the 
i truth. 


„ — 
— oe 


| XXII. Mr. IJ Mani wrote «x 
i 5 Dijon, to one of his friends at Paris; the 
| letter is dated the goth of July, ten days 

alter his departure from La Tournelle. 
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« Our treatment, faith bo. is extremely 
prejudicial to me. Idiſſembled my condition, 
as much as poſſible, at my departure. I had 
the fever on Thurſday the 18th of July, which 
continued on Friday, and was more violent on 

Saturday. 1 ſet out, therefore, in this con- 
dition, after having reſigned myſelf to the 
vill of God; and I have not yet wholly got 
rid of this fever, which hath been continual, 
without intermiſſion. I may tell you, my 
dear ſiſter, that it brought me even to 
death's door; but God, in his infinite good- 
neſs, hath raiſed me up again, and I am 
now paſt danger. Our captain had compaſ- 
fion on me, and the ſecond day he had me 
| looſed from the Chain, and kept me always 


in 


(a7 3 


in his chamber, or in the boat with him. 1 
muſt confeſs, that in this journey it was, 


that I perceived, in good earneſt, that I 


ſuffered. But notwithſtanding this, my dear 

ſiſter, bleſs God with me that he was pleaſed 
to grant me ſuch a ſpeedy deliverance. —I 

perceive my ſtrength ſenſibly to return, and 2 


1 hope, that before I arrive at Mar ſeilles, 1 
ſhall be pere well recovered. ca 


In a letter he wrote from Marſeilles, . a 


little while after his arrival, dated the 2 Sth 


at PRs he ſays, 


1 As 1 left Paris ſick of a ow” it | hath | 
; accompanied me to this place. 1 have 
: undergone incredible fatigue, and have been 
twice at the point of death; in which con- . 
dition I lay upon planks without any ſtraw. 

5 under me, and my hat for a pillow. When 

ve left the water it was much worſe with us. 

We were forced to be jumbled, fourteen 

hours a day, i in a waggon ; (for all thoſe 

roads are very rough and ſtony) and thruſt 


into dungeons, Thus my dear and true friend, 
God having thus proved me, and furniſhed 


me 
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if me with neceſſary aſſiſtance, he hath at 
| 


23 22 gg 
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lll. length brought me hither pretty free from 
0 the fever, but very weak. It is a pityful 
ſight to ſee my leanneſs: and what 1s ter- 
lf ible at my arrival, for want of examining — 
1 into my condition, they ſent me away into 
5 "the galley. I was conducted by two of our 
i guards, who ſupported me, and I was no 
5 ſooner come thither but I was chained, as 
5 the other galley-laves were. But ſeveral 
| 1 Officers coming to ſee our Chain, had com- 
i paſſion on me, eſpecially Mr. P, from 
'F whom 1 received infinite bu. They : 
if 9 Fe ſpake to the Major, who ſent a Surgeon to 


ſee me; upon whoſe report I was let looſe, 
and ſent to the Hoſpital where I now am. 
It is a fine place, admirably well ordered. 1 


8 CIT 
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live almoſt wholly at my own charge. We . 
arc well ſerved in it, and, in ſhort, Iam 


r 


very well ſatisfied. I begin to cat, and to 
i recover my ſtrength by degrees, and, with 
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. 5 God's aſſiſtance, there is hopes of my perfect 
| - 
F: 5 recovery within a ſhort time,—I know not 


if it hath pleaſed God to hear the ardent 
prayers which I have put up to him for the 
: ſucceſs of the Journey of Verſailles, and I 
wait | 


LS 4 


Ke: 


wait, with extreme impatience, to hear 


about it.” 


By this journey of Verſailles, he meant his 


family's departure out of the kingdom, 
which gave him great uneaſineſs. I am, 
( (faith he) in a letter of the goth of Septem- 
ber, in daily concern for my poor family. 
May it . God to put a perry end to 


that uncalineſs.? 


XXIII. . was 3 . weeks, in the 


Hoſpital. He wrote a letter the 15th of 
e in which he ſays, kf 


* 


6e The i journey which I have 


made, hath taught me what it is to ſuffer, 
Let us therefore, comfort ourſelves, my dear 


child, ſince that is paſt and gone, and 1 


am in a place of reſt. I live very con- 


tentedly in the company of Mr. Le FEVvRR, 


who is a famous martyr, and was an Advo- 
cate at Chatel Chinon, in Nivernois. We are 
always together; our beds join to one ano- 


ther. Freſh ſupplies are daily offered to 


Mr. ts n and myſelf. One M. M. a 


Banker, 2 


4 = ” (407 _ 

i. Banker, hath offered us money, if we have 
occaſion for it. Mr. La F. hath likewiſe 
written to me twice to offer me ſome 

money. But, I thank God, we do not yet 
want it. M. P. hath my little treaſure in 
his hands, : He hath provided me a ſteward 
at the Hoſpital, to take care to buy me 
whatſoever I want, and who reckons with 

[f Mr. P. for his expences. Thus you ſce, my 

5 dear heart, I have nothing elſe to do, but 
to pray to Cod, and to be cheerful. Let 
this comfort you, and give you occaſion not 
1 trouble yourſelt at my condition; for it 
is eaſy by the grace of God. I have further 
to tell you, that ina viſit which was made 


here, a little after our arrival, F was declared 

Invalid, in regard to the infirmities which 
vou know lam ſubject to. Mr. DE SEIGNELAI 

"ſent eight or ten days ſince | 309 pardons for : 
- galley Saves.” 


p XXIV. One would wonder to ſee, that 
among ſo great a number of pardons, there 
was not one for our martyr, although great 
interceſſion was made for him, and his con- 

demnation had troubled his judges and all 
honeſt 


„ 


letters wrote on the 23d and goth of Sep- 
tember, from on board the old galley St. 
Jean, where he ſays, 


| 11 is deſigned, next week, to embark an 
150 galley ſlaves for America. I was ranked 
in this number; but one of my friends 
told the Intendant, that I was recovered 
from three great fits of ſickneſs, which I 


have had fince my departure from La Tour- 


nelle. The favour which he grants me is, 
that he reſerves me for a ſecond embarka- 
tion, which is to be made towards the mid- 

dle of November: the advantage which I 


ſhall gain by this delay Is, that he who 
ſpoke to the Intendant for me, hath the 
direction of the veſſel in which I ſhall make 
the voyage. Fear not, Sir®*, this is not able 


* This letter was written to his ſon. 


. 0 


honeſt men. But it ſeems as it they had 
made it their buſineſs, and were in honour 
obliged, to triumph over his conſtancy and 
piety. He tells us he was declared valid, 
on account of his known and ſecret infir- 
mities. Nevertheleſs, we find him a few 
days after on board the gallies. There are 
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to ſhake my conſtancy : God, by his grace, 
| hath fixed it upon too ſolid foundations. I 
can fincerely aſſure you, that I heard this news 
with as little emotion as I am now in at 
thoſe tidings. It is no matter to me whether 
1 die by land or by ſea, i in Europe or America. - 
J am perſuaded that all kinds of death of 
God's children is precious in his eyes. I 


do likewiſe believe, that my death would be 


more edify ing, and more glorious, if it 
ſhould happen during my bonds. I have 
fully reſigned myſelf to the will of God. 1 
am perſuaded, that all ſtates and conditions | 
in which it ſhall pleaſe him to put me, are 
' thoſe ſtates, in which he judges I ſhall glo- 
rify him better than in an infinite number of K 
others which he might allot me. You muſt 
not be afflicted; this was decreed in heaven 
before it was appointed on earth; and we 
muſt all be perſuaded that it is oy our good 


God j is thus ants to order it.“ 


xxv. In his letter of the 23d of Sep- 


tember to his wife, he diverted himſelf with 
giving her the deſcription of his galley-fave 
habit. We ſhall make 1 no dithculty of giving | 
ſome. 
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ſome extracts of this letter, which. ſhew his | 
great ſoul in its natural ſtate, and in the 


familiarity of a huſband who Penn his breaſt 
to his wife. 


50 I live, (fays he) at preſent, altogether 
alone, They bring me food from abroad, 
bread and meat, at the rate of nine ſous per 
day. J am furniſhed with wine in the galley 

for nothing, and with ſome of the King's 
bread, He that ſupplies me with wine eats 

with me, and he is a very honeſt man. I 
am treated with civility by all on board the 
N galley, ſeeing that the Officers vifit me. I 
am getting a quilt made to-day. I intend 
to buy ſheets, and am going to work to pro- 
cure my caſe. You will ſay, perhaps, that 
I am an ill- manager; but I have had enough 

of lying upon the hard boards ever ſince 

Tueſday till this time. If you were to ſee _ 
me in my fine galley-fave habit, you would 
be raviſhed with admiration. I have a fine 
little red jacket, made juſt after the faſhion 
of the carrier's frocks of Ardennes, It is put 
on like a ſhirt, for it opens but half way 
before, 1 have likewiſe, a ſine red cap, two 
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pair of breeches, two ſhirts, with threads as 
big as my finger, and ſtockings My clothes 
of l;berty are not 'oft ; and if it would pleaſe _ 


the King to ſhew me favour, 1 would take . 
them again. We have the honeſteſt Patron 
of all the gallies. He treats me with all 
| | manner of civility and reſpect. He will put 

me into what place of the galley I pleaſe; and 
be hath promiſed me, that, when it is cold, 
-- he: will let me lie in his cabbin. Let all 
: theſe ſuccours, which God affords me, com- 
fort and rejoice thee. 1 am already uſed to 
the place where I am, as if I had been there | 
all my lite time. I am better here than in. 


the Hoſpital. We enjoy a good air, for 


there is none of us fick, neither are we - 
peſtered with ill ſcents.” = 


We may judge, be the manner in which | 
he deſcribes his miſery, of the greatneſs 

of his ſoul, the liberty of his mind, and 
the tranquility of his heart. We may like- 


wiſe conclude, that i in ſpeaking of his afflic- 


tions and ſufferings, he doth rather leſſen 
than aggravate them: inſomuch, that wien 


he gives us a deſcription of his miſery, we 
ought 
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ought to believe him upon his bare word, 


although there wanted other teſtimonies, 


XXVI. In a Jetter to his wife, of YE 


6th of October, 1686, we have another | 
proof that our martyr leſſened the account of 


his mileries, inſtead of aggravating it. He 


ſays, 


5 2 It would have troubled me very much LF 
to have tarried any longer in the Hoſpital. 


The corrupted air which one ſucks in there, 


would perhaps, have flung me into a relapſe: 

and I enjoy here a very healthful air. I am 

_ exceedingly more ſtrong than I was at my 

entrance into this place. I am fincere in 
what I write to you; I diſguiſe nothing from = 

you. Fora proof of which, I am going to 


tell you that which will give you trouble, 


whereas it ought to afford you joy; for the 
remembrance of past evils is agreeable, I. 
tell you ingenuouſly, that the iron which I 


wear on my foot, although it doth not weigh 


three pounds, troubled me much more at 


Frſt, than that which you ſaw about my neck 


at La T ournelle, This proceeded only from 
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my great lanneſs at that time; but now I 
have almoſt recovered my former good ſtate, 
it is not ſo with me: beſides, we learn 
every day to _—_ It ſo as It may give u us the 
leaft uncaſineſs,” 


| XXVII. In another letter which he wrote 


| to his ſon, the next day, the ſame temper is 
5 conſ ee 


3 8. 1 know not (Gaith he). my dear child, 


in, for certainly, I have been uſed very well 
In the Hs - I was viſited almoſt daily 
, Comptroller-General of 
the oli) a man of underſtanding and ; 


credit. He came about ſeven days ago, to 
ſee me in the galley where I am, and we 
continued in diſcourſe together for the ſpace 
of almoſt two hours, on the ſtern. He always 
offered me money upon his own credit, and 
from his friends; as likewiſe did M. Jau 
and M. Sr. — another Officer. You ſee, 
. therefore, 


thought of, when he gave an 
account of the ill treatment which they 
give us. At leaſt, I am certain rhat he 
ought not to have comprehended me there 
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therefore, that I muſt be very hard to be 


ſatisfied, if, in the condition in which 1 am, 
J am not contented therewith. You will 
ſee, by the letter which I wrote to your 
mother, on the 23d of September, that I am 
very well here. I have not met with any 
trouble, excepting the two or three firſt 


days, that I was chained upon a bench, with 
two galley-flaves day and night. But there 
are, at firſt, certain rules to be obſerved; 


and, I thank God, they did not laſt long. 


For ſince that time, J have been let looſe 
all the day, and have had liberty to walk to 


and fro as much as I would on the galley. 


Take ſpecial care not to ſpeak to your mother 

of the embarkments for America. I am, wr”. 
preſent, very well. I live with him that. 
ſells the wine in our galley; Iam very well 

fed; I lie in his chamber, and we have each 


of us our bed. You afford me the greateſt 
ſatisfaction in the world, in ſending me 
word, that your aunt hath put your buſineſs 
of Verſailles in a good forwardneſs, and that 
your mother is, with God's aſſiſtance, i in con- 
tinual _ of LAG it.“ ES 
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- By this 52, neſs, he meant their going out 


of the kingdom. On this article, he was | 
anxious. Fail not (faith he) to let me 


know what ſhe hath done in it, upon your 


firſt knowledge. I beſeech God, with all 
the powers of my ſoul, to grant ou: a happy 
iſſue to this affair,” 


Vit. ia a letter 16 his vie, dated 
from La Tiere, the 24th of October, 1686, | 
he writes thus: 


220. You muſt not diſturb and Aiſquiet y your- 
ſelf for me. | I am, at preſent, in perfect. 
health; but in order fully to perſuade you, 
that I will conceal nothing of my condi- 


tion from you, I give you to underſtand, that | 


Mr. uz FEVR E, and I, are not any more ſet 
| looſe from the Chain, either by day or by night; 
and that we are not any longer allowed the 
liberty of going on ſhore, nor ſuffered to re- 
ceive letters, nor to write any which are not 
ſeen. Wherefore, if you do not meet with 
any more rifles in mine, by which I endea- 
voured to divert thee i in thy trouble, be not 
afflicted at it, and do not impute any thing . 
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to me on that account. I have changed my 


galley thrice in one week. From La Grande 
St. Jean, I have been removed to La Petite, 
and from thence to La Grande Royale; from 
whence I was conducted, with ſeveral other 
galleyſiaves to the Parc; a place where they 


divide them. Laſtly, I was put on board 


an armed galley, which is called La Fierce. 
The Intendant told me, I muſt prepare my- 
ſelf for the ſecond embarkment for America, 


which is to be about the middle of Novem- 
ber. If I happen to be one of the number, 
let not this afflict you, my dear child. Let 
us reſign ourſelves to the providence of God, 
who does all things with infinite wiſdom, 
and with a moſt noble end for his children, 
We are not able to make a good choice, 
becauſe we know not what is beſt for us. Let 
us therefore, leave it to him who knows how 
to bring light out of darkneſs, and to call the 
things that are not, as though they were; and 
let us be perſuaded, that he will do nothing 
but what will be for his own glory, and for 
our ſal vation. Let us not oppoſe his will by 
impatience, or fruitleſs tears. We cannot 


be wholly ignorant af his divine will; it 
_ evidently 
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evidently appears to us by its effects. Our 
ſeparation, which, to conſider it in itſelf, 
is the moſt hard and bitter thing in the 
world for us, is not ſo, if we conſider it as 
: the will of God. And fince the judgment of 
men doth only pronounce the decree of Provi- 
dence, let us lay our hand upon our mouths. 
Let us, with profound ſubmiſſion, and obe- 
dience, adore the hand which ſmites us. 
Let us ſay, with ELI, It is the Lokp, let bim 
do what ſeemeth bim good. Let us not doubt 


but he will ſhow us, by a happy experience, 


That all things work together for good, to them 
- that love Gop 3 to them who are the called ac- 
cording 10 bis purpoſe. Let us profit by his 

5, diſcipline. Let us not regard our ſtate with 
the eyes of the body. Let us not confine a 


our ſight to the miſeries of this life. Let 


us carry it to the glorious recompenſes which 

God promiſes his children. Let us be per- 
ſuaded, that if we weep and mourn now, : 
there will come a day when we ſhall be 
comforted. They are theſe conſiderations, 
my dear wife, that ſupport me, and which 
make me ſwallow, and digeſt, all my miſery, 


without much trouble. Believe what I tell 
vou 
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you and practiſe it. Do not diſquiet your- 
ſelf for me, for all my changes are for the 


Better. I proteſt to you, that I never yet 


have been ſo well as I now am. There are 


two little cabbins at the head of the galley, 
of which I have one. This favour was pro- 
cured me by a young Officer, whom I teach 
Algebra. It is four or five days ago ſince 1 
was viſited by a certain head of a Squadron, 
. I ſhould perhaps, have 


called M. pz J- 
received as 8 from another chief head 


of the Squadron, if he were not abſent. 
This makes me to be conſidered by the 


5 ſub-officers of our e Let this comfort 
: thee.” 


XXIX. Nocwichflanding theſe civilities, 


and the intereſt of his good friend, who was 


with the Dok R of Mains, to preſent a peti- : 
tion for Mr. ps MAROLLES to the King, his 
ſufferings were not mitigated, On the con- 
trary, they now began to treat him with 
rigour, and to deprive him of the liberty of 
writing. He found, however, ſome opportunity 
of writing to his wife, and to congratulate her 
on her eſcape out of the Kingdom. On this 


langer he * 5 
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« ] 7 pour out my ſoul before my God, 
to thank him for all the mercies and favours, 
which he has beſtowed upon us all. The 
other letter was delivered to me the 6th of 
this month, together with another excellent | 
one from our good relation and friend. + 
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I wiſh I were able to. ſend him an anſwer, 


and return him all the thanks which ſo EL . 


many marks of his precious friendſhip de- 
ſerve, But I dare not undertake it, and you 
muſt acquit me of that duty towards him. 
Lou muſt aſſure him, and all his family, or 
the fincerity of my affection ; that his good : 
letter afforded me great conſolation, that it 
ſtrengthened my faith, and ſettled my hopes, 


and that it hath produced excellent fruits in 


my ſoul. Deſire him always to afford me the 
aſſiſtance of his good prayers. My ſupport, 
perhaps, is owing to the ſupplication of ſo 
many good ſouls, Who pray for me both in 
private and in public; for, of myſelf, Jam 
: nothing elſe but weakneſs and infirmity. 
Never- 
+ This letter was ſent him by a Paſtor, who wrote 
to him upon the news of his tranſportation into America, 
which report, however, was without foundation. 


= 1 


Nevertheleſs, by the grace of my God, | I Nill | 
ſtand; and I hope, that I ſhall perſevere 


faithful unto him, even unto death; and 


that, in recompence, he will give me the 
Crown of life. Whatſoever hazard I run to 
write to thee, I will not forbear to do ir, 
as often as God ſhall give me opportunity. 


It is the only happineſs which is left us in 
our ſorrowful ſeparation, to be able to confer 


with, and comfort one another. But I ſhall 


likewiſe confine myſelt to write to thee alone 


for the future. Acquaint our intimate friend 


in particular with it, and deſire him not to 


take it ill that I uſe + him thus. Let him 
know likewiſe, that I received his haſt, and 
his frſt letters, at the ſame time; for which 


L return him thanks, and defire that he will 


always aſſiſt me with his prayers. If the 


letters which I ſhall write to you are inter- 


cepted, and imputed to me as a crime, it 

will be a crime which I ſhall always take 
_ pleaſure and delight in confeſſing, before all 

thoſe who ſhall queſtion me about it. 1 do 
not 


7 It appears. highly probable, that this « 1 intimate . 


friend” was Mr. Juno, 
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hot think that perſon of a juſt and equitable 
| ſpirit, who can think ill of, and blame a 
huſband for endeavouring to comfort his 
wife, in ſuch ſorrowful conjunctures as theſe 
. are, to which it has pleaſed God to reduce 
This, my dear heart, is my reſolution | | 
upon that point. Notwithſtanding, let 
both of us, do all things with a chriſtian 
| prudence, ſo that we may give no handle 
_ againſt us to thoſe who only wait for an op- 
; portunity ; and, as to the reſt, let us rely 
upon the Providence of God, the ſingular 
favours and mercies of which we daily ex- 
; perience. Let us offer up our bodies and ſouls 
to God, as a living ſacrifice, boly and acceptable, 
which is our reaſonable ſervice. This is what 1 
daily ſtudy to do. I can truly tell you, that 
there paſſes but few nights, but I water m y 
bed with my tears. I do not ſay this, my 
dear heart, to afflict thee; 1 do, on the con- 
trary, imagine, that this news may afford 
| thee matter of joy, and an holy occaſion to 
join with me in bleſſing God for it. For 
theſe tears are not the effects of a worldly 
ſorrow, which bringeth forth nothing but 
death. But they proceed from the grace of 


God; 


($8) 


| God; ſome of them from that godly ſorrow 


which bringeth forth repentance to ſalvation, 


never to be repented of; others from the joy 


which I feel when I confider, with admira- 
tion, how great the mercies and favours are 
which God doth, and hath beſtowed upon 


you all, and upon myſelf. I likewiſe reflect, 
with extreme joy and ſatisfaction, upon the 
ſacrifice which thou haſt offered up to God, 
of the goods which he had given thee and 


Thou mighteſt have enjoyed them, if 
i heart had been turned and inclined | 
that way. But thou haſt made thee a trea- 


Eh ſure of them in heaven, where ruſt and thieves 


ſpoil not,—Thou haſt, like Mary, choſen the 
good part, which ſhall not be taken from „ 
1 aſſure thee, my dear, that thou couldſt not = 
have made a choice more to my mind. © 
. praiſe God, with all the powers and facul- 
ties of my ſoul, who hath given me a wife 


truly chriſtian ;_ Who will, in my abſence, 


do her endeavour to teach our children o 


5 be chriſtians.” 


<= During the Fes = December, 


our martyr had ſeveral conferences and diſ- 


putes 
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putes with Clergymen, at the Biſhop of Mar- 
ſeilles. The effects of thoſe conferences 
were to be feared, becauſe they often ſerved 
to render their condition worſe; as it is 


thought it happened to Mr. Lr FkvkE, who 


had been with the Biſhop of Marſeilles before 
Mr. ps MaroLLts, He acquaints us, ina 
letter written to his wife, with all that hap- 
pened to him. It is dated from the galley 
La Fierce, the 20th of Januar), 1687. He 
: begins with wiſhes for the new year, and 
adviſes her not lightly to give credit to all 
the grievous reports, which were ſpread 
abroad of his condition, and to believe 
nothing of it, but what he ſhould write 
himſelf. Speaking of this 5 5 report, 
be ſaith, 3 „ 


oh All chat Is ; falſe of kick you a have ſont 
me word, except two things, namely, that 
for above three months ſince, I have been 
confined to the chain day and night, and 
that I have not been free from thence, only 
to be convey ed to the Biſhop of Marſeilles. I 
aſſure you that 1 have not as yet received 
order: from any one to employ myſelf in 

Work. 


e 91 


Work. I ſat very quietly in my place, and 


| ſaw it done before the ſhort days; and it is, 
at preſent, done almoſt every day, before 1 
am removed from my place. Praiſe God, 


therefore with me, for this merciful treat- 
ment which he affords me, and beſcech him, 
that ſo long as he ſhall think good to con- 
tinue my ſufferings, my condition may not 


become worſe. I aſſure you, I have not ſo 
much reaſon to complain as you imagine, 


and that the time lips away very quickly. 


The week is no ſooner begun, but I find 


myſelf at the end of it. W hen I am up, 


after having preſented my petitions to God, 
I read ſix, ſeven, or eight chapters of holy 


ſcripture ; and I make ſuch reflections and 


obſervations thereon as I am able. I draw 


MN from this divine ſource, all the conſolations 
which I ſtand in need of. God himſelf, 


doth moſt plentifully furniſh me with them; 


and with his precious balm of Gilead, he 
gently anoints and ſupples all the wounds 
which my ſufferings may make in my heart. 
I tell thee ingenuouſly, my dear child, that 


1 was afraid the end of the conferences, 


which N had at the Biſhop of Marſeilles, 
E . would 
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would caſt me into a very bad condition. 


But my fears are diſſipated, and the con- 
ferences are ended as well, and as happily, 
as I could defire. I have therein followed 
the advice of St. Peres, 1 have rendered a : 
reaſon of the hope that is in me, with meekneſs 
and fear. 1 have had the honour to diſpute, 
more than once, before that illuſtrious Pre- 
late; but the ſtrongeſt debate was, between 
a divine come from Paris, and myſelf. After 
| having told this Almoner, that the anſwers 
which he made to my propoſitions could not 
give me ſatisfaction, we parted good friends. 
When I came down, 1 defired to pay my 
: reſpects to the Biſhop. They told me he 
Was at maſs, and that if I would ſtay for 
him, he would not fail to return. = aſked 
leave of one of our Patrons, who attended 
me, which he granted. I had the honour 
to ſpeak to him, and he cauſed me to come 
up into his chamber. We came thither, 
and ſeveral Clergymen with us; and after 
having told him that his Almoner and I had 


finiſhed our conferences, 1 returned him 


thanks for che goodneſs and charity which 
he expreſſed towards me in this interview, 


and 
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and I affured him, that 1 ſhould be always 
ready to acknowledge it. He anſwered me 


in the moſt obliging manner in the world, 


telling me that he was ſorry that he could 
not make me a Catholic, and that all that 
they. were able to do, was to pray to God þ 
for me. At my departure, he told me that 


he would willingly ſerve me if opportunity 


ſhould offer. I believe it will e Fo ; 


very much, to hear this little account.” 8 


XXXI. 1 ſhall not make any difficulty to 


diſcover how he entertained his wife in her 


forlorn eſtate, | notwithſtanding, he deſires 
her to communicate his letter to nobody. 
He gives her an account of the little reſpects 
which he received, but it is eaſy to diſcover 
that he enters upon it with a deſign to allay, 5 
by all manner of means, the trouble of a 
wife overwhelmed with grief. The great- in 

neſs of his ſoul, making his duty his prin- 
cipal care, knew how, in other matters, to 


accommodate himſelf, without difficulty, to 
his ſorrowful condition. Of this, we have 
another proof in the following letter: 
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” My paper is full, and I find I have yet 


a a long ſtory to tell you. I am lodged i in one 
of the extremities of the galley, which is 
called the prowg or beat, in a little cabbin, 


which is about ſeven or eight feet ſquare. 


Its cieling 1s ſo high, that I cannot ſtand 
_ upright in 14 We generally lie four of us 


therein, two gallcriens and two Naves. . 


| commonly boil the pot twice or thrice a 


week, in which is put five quarters of a 


pound of mutton. This does not make a 
full pound of our country weight. There i is 
but little beef here, and almoſt no veal. 


| The gatlerien and Fg eat together, though I 


alone pay for it; but he does me ſervice 


enough for it otherways. Bread is dear, 
but I ſometimes eat of the King s bread. "ROW 
to the reſt of the food, that which the King ; 
allows the galley-ſaves is, for the whole day, 
a good half porrenger full of beans, dreſſed 
in oil. I eat none at all of it, ſo my uſual 
food is bread, with which 1 have, of late, 


ate a few dried raſins z a pound of which coſt 


me eighteen deniers, and that ſerves me for 
three or four meals. The wines here ar q fo | CES 
groſs, that they breed 8 YEP much gravel. 3 


lie 
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lie upon a mattreſs of a galley, which they call 
Arupontin. It is made of three or four old 
coats. I had it from a gallerien belonging 

to my bench, who went off with the fr 

embarkment for America it coſt me four 

ſols and a half. I have, about a month ſince, 
begun to lie undreſſed, and in ſheets. If 
the cold, which we feel, ſhould very much 
increaſe, I will again lie in my cloaths. 
They have lent me a quilt, which, together 
with my great coat, ſerve me for a coverlet. 
T have bought coals, which are very dear, and 
TI make a little fire in our apartment. Our 8 
Officers come to warm themſelves, and talk | | | 
with me at my fire; - I mean thoſe who have Fo | 
the command of the galleriens ; and I always e l 
receive civility enough from them. Yet, | | | 

they denied entrance into our galley to ſome j 
Officers of other gallies who came to ſee me. 6 | ii 
The ſecond embarkment for America is made = j ll 
up; but, I believe, the veſſel is yet in the . | ji 
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port. They have apparently, laid aſide the 
thoughts of ſending me thither. There | 
arrived here a chain of 150 men, the beginn 
ning of the laſt month, without reckoning 55 
thirty-three who died by the way. Mr. 
Eg Garnier | 
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Garnier is one of this number, with 4 


nephew of Mr. VaRn1eR, doctor of phyſic. 
Theſe two came from Vitry in France. Mr. 
CHanGuinon DE Vassy, and his brother-in- 


law, who went by the name of CERMET. 

5 There were ſeven or eight of them Proteſtants. 

| The four firſt are in the Heſpital. I divert 

8 myſelf, after my morning and evening acts 
of piety and devotion, either with Algebra, 
or Geometry. I have been told, that there is, 
in this city, a man who pretends to Algebra, . 
II this be ſo, we may teach each other ſome- 


thing; but he is gone five « or ſix weeks ſince | 
- to Paris.“ 


Ann Tr ws the ſentiment of Mr. br 


MaxoLuEs, from the civility of the Biſhop, 


that nothing more grievous would happen 


to him. Notwithſtanding, about ſix weeks 
after his conferences, he was taken out of 
the gallies, to be ſhut up in a kind of dun- 
geon, which was made purpoſely for him, in 


the citadel of Marſellles. It is highly pro- 


bable, that theſe orders came down from 
the Court, upon the report of the Ecclefi aſtic 


of Paris, of Which he makes mention in his 


letter. F or it muſt be obſerved, that all the 


differen, 
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different perſecutions, all the augmentations 
and additions, to the pains of our ma: Hr, 
were done by expreſs orders from the Court. 
He had made ſuch a noiſe in the world, 
that they endeavoured at 75 erſailles to triumph 
over r his "PORE: | 


The world will doubtleſs. be very glad to 


know the labours of this holy man, upon 
this 14 theatre, where he maintained the 
conflict for the ſpace of /ix years, . 


nakedneſs, hunger, cold and darkneſs. 


wrote to his wife on the 25th of eg 
1687. He ſpeaks under the name of a third 
perſon; but, to my knowledge, it is written 5 
with his own hand. We may conclude, 
from the date of . letter, with what 
ſeverity he was handled, and with what 
ſtraitneſs and vig lance he was kept; becauſe 
he could not let any one hear from him till 
ſeven months after he was ſhut up. The 
letter runs thus: 25 


Fou deſire, Madaim; x to heli from your 
huſband. This is what we learn from the : 
report of the city. The rath of laſt Fe- 
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bruary he was taken out of the galley, and 


put into the citadel. He is thruſt into a 
little room, which ſerved for a ſoldier's 
lodge. But they have made ſuch an altera- 


tion in it, that the moſt of the light that 
is there comes in by the chimney. The 
King allows him five ſols a day for his ſub- 
ſiſtence; he lives upon that. He is com- 


mitted to the cuſtody of the Major, who, | 
the better to ſecure him, places a ſentinel, 


day and night, at the outgate of his cham- 
ber, and another at the top of his chimney. . 
They ſay, that he is not grieved at it, but 
doth very patiently ſuffer his affliction. This 
is what we earn from the report of the city. : 
Be not afflicted at his condition; he is 
endued with conſtancy enough to put him 


above all. We are all more apt to complain : 


than he, and we have great een to 7. 
3 with David, 


"Or "Py how long- | 
How long, O God of Hoſts! 


Farewell, Madam. : recommend both your- 
-- and your family to the grace and mercy 


of the Lord. Be pleaſed to pardon me if 
I do not tell you my name, I am no leſs. 


your ſervant.” 
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( 65 ) 
XXXIII. I have met with no letter oy 
the three following years; but we ſee by thoſe | b 
which he wrote in the year 1691, 1698, 1 
into what an 4% of miſery they caſt and || 
confined him, and how great was the 1 

ſtrength of his faith and hope. He com- 1 
forted his companions in ſervice and afflic- | | 
tion, and aſſured them of the fidelity which _ dl 
he was reſolved to keep to his Saviour. I ; i 
find a note without date, which is wrirten 9 

with a trembling hand, but it 1s the hand . x Ul. 

of our martyr. It is an anſwer to another 1 
Confe Her who had written to bim, wherein e = 
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« 1 1805 not hos to expreſs to you, my 
moſt honoured and dear friend, how agree- 
able were the things which you have, and 
do ſtill communicate to me. Tou have 
fully ſatisfied my deſires. I praiſe God that 
he hath heard the prayers which I offered 
up for your re- eſtabliſnment. 1 beſeech him, — OY 
with all the powers of my ſoul, that he - 
would carefully preſerve you, both for your $f 3 
own ſake, and for the ſake of thoſe to 1 
whom you afford great conſolation. LR 3 


not 


3 4 EE 


TT Eye Cy OI” * * 
r 


669 


not without a great ſenſe bf grief and ſor- 
row, that I heard of all that you ſuffer, and 5 
our brethren with you. | Let us all comfort 
ourſelves with the cauſe of our ſufferings. 
Let us always fix our eyes upon the recom- 
penſes which God reſerves for us. Let us 
aſſure ourſelves, that all that we ſuffer is a 5 
certain ſign that our names are written in the 
bock of life. Let us count it all our hap= ; 
pineſs, that God doth not think us unworthy 
to ſuffer for his Name. I have not time to 

ſay more now, therefore wait always pa- 

tiently.—l am ſorry that they have given 
themſelves the trouble to procure a penſion ; 
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for me. Write to them that they trouble 


themſelves no more about it: 1 am contented 
to live on bread and water,” 


XXXIV. His friends had made their 
endeavours to procure him ſome relief; but 
they were unſucceſsful, by reaſon of the 

ſeverity of thoſe who had the management 
of him. Of this he informs us in a letter 

to a friend, of the 31ſt of Auguſt, 1975 
In this letter he ſays, 


«1. 


(/ 64-3 
I confeſs, with you, that Mr. Lx FEvnx 
is an excellent man He writes like a com- 


plete divine; but that which he is to be 
moſt eſteemed for is, that he praiſes what 


| he ſays. May the Lord bleſs, preſerve, and 


ſtrengthen, both yourſelf and him! This 
will afford me great and ſingular conſolation. 
I thank you both for the encouragements 
which you give me: the Lord will give 
me grace to profit thereby. Do not turn 
your eyes upon me, but regard yourſelves, 


and the reſt of our brethren : z It will be there 


you will find occaſion to bleſs the Lord. 


Aſſure them all, that I daily pour out my 


ſoul before God, ſeveral times a day, to 
procure for them the ſuccour and aſſiſtance 


which they ſtand in need of. To come to 


the queſtion, which you ſo earneſtly put to 
me, concerning my nouriſoment: I acquieſce 


and content myſelf with every thing; and 1 


| had not oppoſed it, but becauſe I know I have 


to do with a Major who gets me my food, 


and who will pocket the money which ſhall 
be given, and will always treat me very ill. 
Though I ſhould have my diet from the 
Ordinary, it will be the lame. thing. IJ have 
already 
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already valid: through their hands. Let 
the Lord preſerve, and fill with his favours 
and bleſſings all thoſe holy ſouls, who in- 
tereſt themſelves in my behalf! If ever 1 
have the opportunity to anſwer you again, 
it ſhall be in a more ample manner than 1 
have at preſent done. My lamp gives but 
little light. My eyes fail me. I make uſe 


of broken ſpectacles. All this is not proper 


to 5 buſin eſa,” 


XXXV. * a letter written to is wiſe, 


: he chides her for troubling herſelf at his 


condition, ſo as to impair her health. 


« Tt is not above two hours I go, my dear 


heart, that I received a letter which gives 
me more ſorrow than joy. 1 received 
in the midſt of my offering up my evening 5 
ſacrifice to God, on the ſabbath day. Thou 
believeſt that I hide the condition and place, 
zn which I am, from thee: but I have much 


more reaſon to believe, that thou doſt con- 
ceal thine from me. ” know my judgment 
18 but too true, by what you have confeſſed. 


That which grieves me Uh, that you make 
5 me 


R 
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me an occaſion of your indiſpoſition. If it 


is I that put the ſword to your heart, then 


do, very innocently, ſtab myſelf. My 
ſpirit, my heart, 1s too deeply engaged to 
thee, not to be ſenſibly affected with the 
cvil which thou ſuffereſt. Be not diſturbed 
at this new croſs, which God lays upon me, 
by thy means. Do not fear it will prejudice 
my health. I will bear it like a chriſtian, 
and always with the ſubmiſſion which I 
owe to the orders of my God and Father, 
who is full of tenderneſs and compaſſion 
towards me. Imitate me in THar, my dear 
and well-beloved widow, and not in the 
| many failings which you have known i in me. 
Love me always tenderly, as thou haſt done; 
but let this love, which 1 deſire of you, be 
always regulated by divine love; that which 
I have for thee is never ſeparated from 3 
| Although I have great reaſon to bleſs myſelf. 
for thee, and although I daily pour out my 
ſoul in praiſes to God, for the ſingular favour 
| which he hath done me, in joining me to 
a chriſtian wife, (for thou haſt contributed 


very much to the moderating my ſuffering, 


by ſaving thy ſelf, and our dear family, from 


the 
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the deluge of this age,) yet I always feared 
you did not receive with ſubmiſſion enough 


the affliction, by which it pleaſes God to 
prove us. Let us imitate EL1, and ſay with 


Him, in all our ſufferings, It is the Loxp; 
let him do what ſeemeth bim good! What 

_ reaſon have you to fear leſt evil ſhould befal 
me? Doſt thou queſtion the Omnipotence 
of God? Oughteſt thou to Imagine that 
God will deſert me at laſt, after ſeveral | 
years miraculous preſervation of me; even 
though I ſhould loſe my life to preſerve. my 
fidelity which I owe to my Saviour? Re- 
member, he himſelf has ſaid, Whoſoever il! 

| ſave his life, ſhall loſe it; but whoſoever will 
boſe his life, for my ſake, the ſame ſhall fave it. 
I muſt now ſatisfy thy curioſity. - I have ſo 
5 many things to tell thee of that kind, that 
I cannot mention them without diſguiſe, and 
without an imaginary and borrowed name. 
May the Lord, who favours us in ſo eminent 
and miraculous a manner, grant, if it be his 
pleaſure, that no inconvenience may happen 
thereupon. But I deſire of thee before- 
hand, that thou wilt not make it a ſubject 
of affliction; but that thou wilt take OCCas 
ſion thereby to bleſs the Lord.—The place 
: I 
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in which I am, ſerved als for a lodg- 


ing for ſoldiers ; but ſince that, they have 


converted it into a dungeon. They have made 


ſo much alteration therein, that there doth 
not ſo much light come in at preſent, as 
to hinder me, by day, from running myſelf | 
againſt the walls. After I had bcen here 
three weeks, I was aſſaulted with ſo many 
inconveniences, that I thought I could not 
live three or four months; yet it will be 
fre years, the 11th of next February, that 
_ God hath preſerved me in this place. About 
the 13th of October, in the firſt year, God, 
who never ſends me evils but for my good, 
afflicted me with a painſul defluxion, which 
fell to the elbow of my right arm and N 
| ſhoulder. I could not undreſs myſelf. I 
ſpent the night, ſometimes upon my bed, 
ſometimes walking backwards and forwards 
in my uſual darkneſs. I ſet myſelf to re- 
flect upon the occaſion of my diſcaſe, and 


concluded that it proceeded from the cold- 


and moiſtneſs of the winter; and that to 


remedy it, I muſt drink my wine pure and. 


unmixed, which I did for two days follow- 
ing. At. length, Petcelring my pains to 


increaſe | 
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increaſe, I took the contrary courſe and 8 


drank water. Finding myſelf well after it, 


I have ever ſince continued the practice. 
The defluxion, 1 was juſt now ſpeaking of, 
was ſo bad, that I felt it for near a year. 
The Lord hath tried me with ſeveral other 
inconveniences, but he hath delivered me 
out of them a1 forgot, my dear, to 
give thee a complete deſcription of my little 


Sandiuary. It is ten of my feet in length, 


and twelve in breadth. All my goods is a 
bed from the Hoſpital, which was brought 
: there about five or ſix months before came 
here. I lie upon one of the Hoſpital quilts, 
with a ſtraw bed under it; and, in this re- 


ſpect, J am much better than in the galley. 


This is the fourth winter which I have ſpent 
here almoſt without fire. The fr/t of theſe _ 
four winters, I had none at all. The ſecond, 
they began to give me ſome on the 28th of 
January, and took it away from me before 
the end of February. The 7th:rd, they gave 
me ſome for about four een or fifieen days. 
4 have not yet ſeen any his winter; and 4: 
will not aſk for any a: all. The Major might 
give r me ſome if he would, for he hath money 
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of mine; but he will not give me a double ok 
it. I have ſenſibly felt the cold, nakedneſs, 


and hunger; but all this, I thank God, is 
paſſed and gone. I have lived on five /ols 
a day, which is the ſubſiſtence which the 


King hath appointed for me. I was, at firſt, 
fed by an ordinary, who treated me very well 
for my five /o/s. But another, which ſuc- 
ceeded him, fed me, for the ſpace of five 


months, and cut me off three /ols in my 
food. The Major, at length, undertook to 
feed me, in his turn; which he did at firſt 


very well; but, at length, he left off to do 


well. He opens my dungeon but once a day, 


and hath cauſed my dinner, ſeveral times, to 


be brought a at nine, ten, and eleven o' clock at 
night; and 1 did not receive any bread from 
him once, for the ſpace of three days, and 


at other times, but twice in twenty-four 
hours. Let not ſo many miſeries afflict thee, 
my dear. Conſider as I have done, that this 


diet was appointed for me by the ſovereign 


_ phyſician of my body and ſoul, to whom I have 
reſigned myſelf, and that he would not have 
appointed it, if he had not judged it neceſſary. 


Ir is by this means, and the ſparing manner 
. which 
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which I have lived all this preſent year, that 


God hath preſerved me in life and health. 
Beware therefore, of falling into regret, 


whereas you ought to bleſs God for his 


merciful conduct towards me. I have uſt 
told you that 1 have ſulfered nakedneſs. I 
have been almoſt a year without ſhirts. My 5 
: clothes are more torn and ragged than thoſe 


of the pooreſt beggars, which ſtand at the 


church doors. I have gone barefoot till the 
15th of December. I ſay barefoot, for I have 
had ſtockings which had no feet, and a pair 
of old ſhoes, unſewed on both ſides, and 
bored through the ſoles. An Intendant, who 
came into this city three years ago, faw me 
in this magnif cent dreſs, and, though he pro- 
miſed me much, yet he left me ten months 
in this condition, at the end of which, God ; 
| raiſed me up fuccour, which there was no 
room to expect. He put it into the heart 
of a charitable pious perfoa, the Almoner of 5 
the citadel, to viſit me. This, without 
doubt, was done with the agreement of the 
King's Lieutenant, who 1s likewiſe very cha- = 
ritable. Having ſeen me in the ſorrowful 


condition in which 13 was, he went out 
immediately 


(#5 ) 


immediately to fetch me ſome of his linen; 
but I hindered him. At length he procured 
me a whole galley-flave's ſuit, and obliged 
the Major to buy me a pair of ſhoes, and a 
cloſe pair of breeches, out of my own inoney, 
So that by the care of this good perſon, I 


am better clothed than I have ever been in 


all my captivity. He procured me likewiſe | 
| a moſt notable advantage, which is, that for 
this year anda half, the King's Lieutenant gives 
me, every day, a lamp full of oil, which 
affords me light for ſix, ſeven, and eight | 
hours. This gives me an opportunity to 
read the holy ſcripture more than I did be- 
fore. They gave me but a little candle for 
a hard day. 1] believe this is enough to 
a ſatisfy thy curioſity, I muſt further add, 
that J have been for theſe five or ſix months, 
' troubled with an oppreſſion of the lungs, which 
almoſt took away my breath. I have like- 
wiſe been troubled with giddineſs, and have 
fallen down ſo as break my head. This 
giddineſs 1 impute to the want of food. 
But I am now, by the grace of God, in more 
perfect health than I have been theſe forty 
years. 1 peak; my dear, fincerely, as in 
N E: 6 the 
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the preſence of God. For two or three 
months they have given me regularly, three 
little loaves, and often ſoup, ſince which 
time my head is almoſt ſettled, and 1 ſleep 
much better. After the comfortable news 
which I tell you, think no more but to re- 
joice at it, and to praiſe God for i it, and 
labour after thy health, which ſhall always 
be my concern. This I conjure you in the 
Name of God. Let not your ſuſpicions any 
more trouble the reſt and ſatisfaction which 
1 find 1 in the png © of his favour.” 


XxxxXVI. On the! firſt oy of the year, 
1692, Mr. DE MasorLks wrote to one of 
his companions in affliction. After having 
acquainted him with the ſituation "of his 
ſoul, and aſſured him that, through the grace 
of God, fleſh and blood had never harraſſed 
him, to yield to any of their pernicious coun- 
ſels, he gives him this account of his little ; 
neceſſities: 


U intreat you, ith my uſual boldneſs, 
to buy me, if you can, for three es and a 
half, ſome thread which is not dyed to mend 
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my linen, and as much brown thread for my 
| breeches and other clothes; and cauſe the 
whole to be bound up in two bottoms. That 
will be enough to ſerve me the remainder of 
my days. It is above ſix weeks ſince the 
ſerjeants have aſked the Major every day for 
ſome thread for me, without the leaſt ſuc- 
ceſs. Thus do 1 fare, in all things, with 
him. He has, for theſe three months, re- 
fuſed to get my linen waſhed. 


XXXVIL. In the following letter we ſee 
ov thoſe two famous Confeſſors conſoled 
each other. Mr. DR MakoLLts tells his 

friend, | e 


. You ſpeak jun to my ad, my 1 
brother, when you ſay, that we alone ſhall 
be the perſons, whom the King will not make 
feel the effects of his clemency. We are 
brought upon the ſtage in order to ſtrike a 
terror into the whole kingdom, and upon 
whom muſt fall that vengeance, which the 
King makes thoſe to feel, who do not acquieſce 
and ſubmit to his orders. But if we have had 
the misfortune to diſobey our Great Monarch, 


FF let 
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let this be our comfort, that we did it out t of 


an indiſpenſible neceſſity | to which we were re- 
duced, of diſobeying him. We have preferred 


the obedience which we owe to the Divine 
| Majeſty to the mandates of a mortal Prince. 
This is the laudable crime for which we ſuffer 
ſo many miſeries. Let us always fix our 
eyes upon the glorious recompenſes, which 
God reſerves in heaven for us, for that very 
crime for which the God of this world will 


perhaps never forgive us. Let us wait the 


will of the Lord, and be always faithful to 


v9 -- 


him. 


: XXXVII. On the wth of March, 1692, 
he wrote again to his wife, and acquaints 
her with the ſole trouble which had afflicted 


him during the whole time of his captivity. 


He tells her that with joy he had received 
her letter of the 16th of December; after 
which, he obſerves that the pleaſure of their 
correſpondence. might be interrupted, and 


lays, ſhe muſt prepare herſelf for ſuch an 
event. At — — he tells her, 85 


dear wife, you received the account of my 


ſufferings, 
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ſufferings, engages me to hide nothing there- 
of from you. All that you know is but very | 
little in compariſon of what I am going to 
tell you. I know very well that I cannot 
perform what I propoſe to myſclf, without 
making an open confeſſion of my infirmities, 
and the narrowneſs of my ſpirit: £ but Il 
have always been ſincere, and | will continue 
ſo to the end. I will endeavour to make 
myſelf paſs for no other than for a man of very 
common endowments. —When I was taken 
out of the galley and brought hither, I ſound, 
at firſt, a great deal of pleaſure in this 
change. My ears were no longer offended 
with the horrid and blaſphemous ſounds, 
with which thoſe places continually echoed. 
I had the liberty to ſing, at every turn, the 
_ praiſes of my God. I could proſtrate myſelf 
before him as often as I pleaſed. Moreover, 
I was diſcharged from that uneaſy chain, 
which was infinitely more troubleſome to me 
than that of thirty pounds weight which you 
ſaw me carry. But notwithſtanding all 
theſe troubles, the Lord, who reſolyed 
to make me experience his ſuccour and aſ- 
| ſiſtance, in a rare and extraordinary manner, 


„„ ſuffered 
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ſuffered me to fall into a terrible trial. The 


ſolitude and perpetual darkneſs in which I 


ſpent my days, preſented my narrow ſoul. 
with ſuch frightful and terrifying ideas, as 
made very fatal impreſſions on my mind. "IT 
was filled with a million of falſe and vain 


imaginations, which did very often tranſport 


it into deliriums and idle fancies, which 


laſted ſometimes for the ſpace of 10 whole 


hours. My prayers were no remedy againſt | 


this evil, God was pleaſed it ſhould con- 


tinue for ſome months. l was plunged into a 
 profcund abyſs of affliction. When I conſi- 
dered, together with this ſorrowful condi. 
tion, my little bodily reſt, 1 concluded from 
thence, that it was the high road to diſtrac- 
tion, and that 1 ſhould never eſcape falling 

into that ſtate. | 4 inceſſantly implored the 


| ſuccours of my God. 1 begged of him, 


that he would never ſuffer my enemies to 
triumph over me and my ſufferings in ſa 
ſorrowful a manner. At length, after much 
prayer, ſighs and tears, the God of my de- 
liverance heard my petitions, and, after ſo 


many tempeſts, ſent a perfect calm and ſere- 
nity. He opted all thoſe illuſions which 
gave 
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gave me ſo much trouble. Aſter having 
delivered me out of ſo ſore a trial, never 


have any doubt, my deareſl wife, that God 


will not deliver me out of all other trials. 
Do not, therefore, diſquiet yourſelf any 
more about me. Hope always f in the good- 
neſs of God, and your hopes ſhall not be in 
vain. I ought not, in my opinion, to forget 
to take notice of a conſiderable circumſtance 
which tends to the glory of God. The 
duration of ſo great a temptation was, in 
my opinion, the proper time for the old 
Serpent to endeavour to caſt me into rebel- 
lion and infidelity. But God always kept 
him in ſo profound a ſilence, that he never 
once offered to infeſt me with any of his 
pernicious counſels; and I never felt the 
leaſt inclination to revolt. Ever ſince theſe 
ſorrowful days, God hath always filled my 
heart with joy. I poſſeſs my ſoul in patience. 
He makes the days of my affliction ſpeedily 
to paſs away. I have no ſooner begun them 
= but I find myſelf at the end of them. 
With the bread and water of affliction, 


with which he tries me, he affords me con- 


tinually, moſt delicious repaſts. 
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XXXIX. This is the 145 letter of our 


martyr which hath been put into my hands. 


We may believe they doubled their rigour 
to deprive him of his conſolation. : For we 


are informed, by a letter from a faithful 
Confeſſor, who was on board the gallies, and 


who hath always run all hazards to do him 


all the ſervices he could, that the extreme 


weakneſs of his body and eyes, hindered him 


from reading and writing, a month or two 
before his death; which was on the 17th of 


June, 1692. | 


x1. There is an extract of a letter from 
Marſeilles, the 20th of June, 1692, which 


ſons,” 


2 The ſubject of this letter is « chiefly ta 
acquaint you with the death of Mr. ve 
MAROLLES, that famous Confeſſor of Chriſt, 
who hath, been ſo long ſhut up in a dungeon 


in the great citadel, where they have made 


him ſuffer very much. He was preſſed to 
the laſt to change his religion but he con- N 
tinued to perſevere in his own. He died 


the day before yeſterday, and was buried by 


the 


23 


ME 
. 


e 

che Turks among the Turks. Thus is he out 
of his miſery, and crowned with glory, in 

ABranam's boſom, We ought to deſire to 
end our days as holily as he did; who died a 
true martyr, with great conſtancy and reſig- 
nation. Thus ſhall he enjoy an eternal 
recompence, whereas his Perſecutors ſhall 
have a great account to give to the 

SoveREIGN Jvpox.“ 
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s paſs over other eichidantes in this 
: letter for fear of diſcovering the Au bour, 
who is, perhaps, a Reman Catbolic, ſmitten 
with the ſufferings of our martyr. He 
W i 


0 If you do not know Mr. DE Maori? N 
elicions, communicate, if you pleaſe, what 
1 write to you, to Mr. BaxxARD, who hath 

' ſometimes aſked me about him. May God 
comfort the aflicted, who ought to be glad 
to hear that he is at reſt. He had nothing 

T to hope for but ſullerings in this world.“ 


XII. There is anche letter on the ſame 
ſubject, from that generous Confe for who 
Was 
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was on board the gallies, of the 2oth of June, 


in which he informs his wife, 


50 That this dear martyr of the Lord, re- 
ſigned his ſpirit into the hands of his F ather, 


on the 17th day of the preſent month, and 
was, the next day, laid in his grave by fix 
Turks; as it is the cuſtom here to bury thoſe. 


who die faithful to their Saviour, I cannot, 


-- FRE proceeds) give you an exact account of 

| his laft hours, nor of his laſt words. But 1 
- will tell you briefly what has been known. 
You have already learned, by the letters oe 
this dear martyr, that, after having groaned 
: for ſometime. under Irons, he was removed 
to a dungeon dreadful for its obſcurity, and 
much more for its french. You know that | 


they fed him but very ill there, and that he 


often laboured under hunger, not having 


enough even of bread and water, which was 


his common diet. This great auſterity 5 
made him very weak, and flung him into 


great vertigoes, ſo that he fell down, about 


two months ſince, with very weakneſs, and 
daſhed his head againſt, the wall, in which 


he made ſeveral wounds. He hath been con- 
- BI tinually 


( 03. ): 


rirwally languiſhing ever ſince that moment, 
and his life hath been nothing elſe but a 
= living death. Thoſe who had the manage- 
| ment of him, were inſen/ible to all his pains ; 
4 | excepting that, for theſe fix weeks paſt, 
I* > They- gave him a /iztle better, and a little 
| greater quantity of victuals. But his body 
. weakened, and his nature brought ſo 


low, that it could not recover its ſtrength. 

_ This faithful ſervant of the Lord had almoſt. 
| loſt his ſight, about a month ſince. Though 
I had ſent him your laſt letters, he could 
neither read them, nor return any anſwer. 
1 He likewiſe gave me thoſe which I, from 
3 = time to time, wrote to him. He was forced - 
= to be contented with hearing by word of 

el mouth. from me, and cauſed me to be told. 


e 


that he recommended himſelf to the prayers 

| of his good friend, and that he thought of 
4 2 5 nothing elſe but his departure. God hath, 
1 : at length, diſpoſed of him, and he ſhall 

return to us no more.—He hath gone through — 
the moſt cruel torments which inhumanity, in iy 
its utmeſt extent, could inflict: but yet Gd | 
5 bath never ſuffered them to make a prize of 
1 3 his innocence, —1 muſt tell you, for your 
=. 7 Conſolation, 
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conſolation, that from the time they ſaw this 
dear martyr begin to grow weak and decay, 
he was often viſited by doors of the cons 
trary communion ; but this firm, and im- 

' moveable ſervant of God, was not moved by 
their viſits. He heard, without trouble, that 
which he rejected, and did not return rail- 

ing for railing. He bleſed his enemies to 
the /af, His glory will never be blotted. 
out, neither in heaven nor in the earth.” 


APPENDIX. 


k& 1 F n N DO 1 


L: F F, > as Mr. Jacuxror has ſuppoſed, 


the reputation of our martyr is not 


to die away, the Hiſtory of his ſufferings 
muſt be repeatedly re-publiſhed. It is true, 


Dr, PRIesTLEY has lately re-printed this 


_ Hiſtory, and that alſo of Mr. 1s Frves. 
But he has done it with ſome remarks which 


might have ſpared, and in a manner not ſo 


proper to be an introduction to the follow- 
ing Eſſay 88 as this Arien. 


. The Dr. foy SS ſome perhaps may 


PS HY that 1 ſhould chooſe to exhibit to 
this advantage perſons who appear to have 
thought very differently from myſelf, conſi- 
dering Jeſus Chriſt as the ſupreme God, and 
: addreiling prayers to him.” -1-own.:1 was 
ſurprized to find an Edition of this Work 
* Joxren Paiksrrrr, L L. D. F. 8 


Bur 
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But I ſee no need for his JA 1f, by 
* conſidering Jeſus Chriſt as the ſupreme 
God,” the Unitarian ſenſe of that phraſe is 
regarded, why ſhould Dr. PaIESTI Ex aſſert, 
that was the error of the times?“ The 
Catholics and Proteſtants in France, in the 5 
year 1683, believed indeed, That the Word 
which was made fleſh, and dwelt among us, 
was God, and that he thought it no robbery 
to be equal with God“, but they did not 
believe that Jeſus Chriſt was the ſupreme 
God, in that ſenſe in which Unitarians | 
ſpeak of the Divine Being. If by“ conſi- 


dering Jeſus Chriſt as the ſupreme God, and 


addreſſing prayers to him,” the Dr. means 
only to ſay, they believed he was truly and 

properly God, with the Father, and the 

Holy Spirit, and that religious worſhip was 
due to the Son of God, this ſentiment, if it. 
be an error, has been the error of all times. 
« They ſtoned STEPREN invocating and ſay- 
ing, Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpirit. Jeſus 
thereſore, was the God whom the dying 
martyr invocated in his laſt agonies; when 
men are apt to pray, with the utmoſt ſeri- 
 ouſneſs, 


* PHILIPP. li. 6. 


W 
ouſneſs, to him whom they conceive the 
mightieſt to ſave F.” This practice is yet 
continued; and when the heavens ſhall paſs 


away with a- great noiſe, and the elements 


ſhall melt with fervent heat, when this day 
of the Lord ſhall come, it is till believed 
that the Deity of Chriſt will be openly, 
and univerſally acknowledged. But, to 


make us the more indifferent to the lead- 


I eh. articles of their creed, the Dr. adds, 


that theſe particular men were not by 
profeſſion, theologians,” The fact is ad- 


mitted; but the inſinuation i 18  inadmiſible. 4 
Have not thouſands who never ſat in the 


Profeſſor's Chair, who never ſtept into a 


f pulpit, manifeſted that judgment concerning 


| the” character of Chriſt, as well as that affec- 


tion for his perſon, and obedience to his 
will, which has not often been exceeded by 
theologians of any denomination ? | Beſides, 


according to the learned Lamee, even St. 
Joux, himſelf, was not called a theologian, 
till the fourth century; and then, by ſuch 

perſons, and for ſuch reaſons, as Dr. 
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690 ) 
PrIESTLEY Cannot much approve +: Sted- 
faſt, however, to his purpoſe, he yet adds, 


« their opinion of Jeſus Chriſt had no in- 
fluence whatever in enabling them to bear 


their ſufferings.” This is a bold aſſertion. 
For Mr. vs. MakolLEs ſays, * I returned 
ſuch anſwers to the queſtion which he [the 


Procurator General] put to me, as Jeſus 


Chriſt inſpired me with, according to his 
promiſe:” F and, in a letter to Mr Jostev, 
he ſfays, I fix my confidence upon the 
eternal Rock. I put all my truſt in him. 
1 expect help and ſuccour from him alone. 
1 perſuade myſelf, that nothing ſhall be 
able to move me, fixed upon ſo ſolid a 
foundation. & The Dr.'s aſſertion 18: not 
only bold, but  unphiloſophical. For, every 55 
opinion which the mind of man embraces, 
muſt have ſome influence, but oppoſite 
opinions, eſpecially on this ſubject, cannot 
produce the ſame effects. If we aſk, How 
were theſe martyrs enabled to bear their 
ſufferings? We are told, they were ſup- 
Parten By the principles of chriſtianity i in 
general, : 


+ Prolegom. in Joan. I. 1. c. vii. $ 21, with 
the notes. 
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general, ſuch as are common to Teinimrians; 


Arians, and Unitarians.” In confirmation 
of this poſition, it is ſaid, « Accordingly, we 


find that perſons of all theſe denominations, 


have borne perſecution with equal firmneſs.” 
Were this the fact, firmneſs is but one com- 
mendable quality under oppreſſion. The 
faith, hope, meckneſs, humility, and devo- 


tion of the ſufferer, muſt be conſidered ; 


and when we impartially compare Mr. De 
 MakoLLEs, on all theſe articles, with Arians, 
or Unitarians, where ſhall we find his equal: a 
If Dr. ParesTLEY can tell us, let him name 
the man. 


III. However, though 1 diſſent from 
him, on this ſubject, I have, nevertheleſs, _ 
= read with pleaſure ſeveral of his obſervations 
on the ſufferings of our martyr ; ſome of 


which, 1 beg leave here to introduce. 


WL chriſtian, (ſays Dr. PrresrLEY,) 


ſhould at all times rejoice as though he rejoiced 


not, and weep as though he wept not; becauſe 


the faſhion of this world paſſes away, and the 
Lord, bs Judge, is ot hand. He [Ng to 
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conſider nothing as properly his, or as de- 
ſerving his attachment, but that inheritance. 
hieb is incoriuptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away, reſerved for him in heaven, in that 
ſtate which is called he new heavens, and the 
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs.” 
In time of perſecution theſe chriſtian 
ſentiments are perpetually obtruded upon us. 
Without any effort of our own, the occur- 
rences of every day will ſuggeſt them; and 
though it is our duty not to court, but to 
ſhun, perſecution as well as evils and trials 
of any other kind, leſt we ſhould. not be 
able to acquit ourſelves well in them, and 
might juſtly draw upon ourſelves the puniſh- 
ment of our preſumption and vain confi- 
del nce 3 we could exert ourſelves to do 
every thing in our power to acquire thoſe 
ſentiments and reſolutions which are natu- 
rally produced by the circumſtances attend— 
ing perſecution. The leſs our ſituation 
does for us, the more we ſhould do for 
ourſelves. Now, it appears to me, that one 
of the beſt methods of doing this is the 


reading the hiſtories of perſecutions, and of 


courſe 


„ 
courſe contemplating the lives and charac- 
ters of thoſe who have diſtinguiſhed them 
ſelves as martyrs in the cauſe of truth. Next 
to ſeeing and converſing with the men our- 


ſelves, and being witneſſes of their patient 


ſufferings, this will have the greateſt ellect 
to diſpoſe us to feel and act as "ORF. did.“ 


e all. the chriſtian martyrs whoſe 
| hiſtories 3 have read, | know of none v hoſe 
behaviour appears to me more worthy of 
attention than the perſons whoſe ſuflerings 
I now bring beſore the reader; as, though 
they were not directly put to death, they 
ſhewed more real fortitude of mind than 
thoſe who ſuffered a violent death in any | 
form. Jo die by the ſword, by wild beaſts, 
or by fire, requires the reſolution and exer- 
tion of a few hours at moſt, (though cer- 
tainly the moſt vigorous and heroic that 
human nature is capable of) but the hor- 
rors of a dungeon, which theſe men endured, 
to ſay nothing of the dreadful puniſhment 
of the gallies, required the unremitted exer- 
: tion of months and years,” 


(3 3 | « In 


E 


(c 11 a public execution, more eſpecially, 


there are many things which contribute to 
raiſe a man's ſpirits, and carry him through 
the dreadful ſcene with a good grace ; but 
ſolitary confinement tends to depreſs the 
mind; and in the caſes * before us, it was 
attended with « every thing that could make 
men paſs their time in the moſt comfortleſs a 
and irkſome manner. 10 them death, in 


any form, muſt have appeared a happy de- 


liverance. Yer thoſe long ſufferings, we 
ſee, were borne without any impatience, or 
i ſpirit of revenge, but with the greateſt 
meekneſs and reſignation, and with ſenti- 


ments of 900d will even towards thoſe who 
Inflicted them.“ 


- : This circumſtance it is that ſhews an 


infinite ſuperiority in the behaviour of chriſ- 
tians ſuffering in the cauſe of truth, to that 
of the North American Indians in braving 
torture and death. They do it without 
complaining, | indeed, but with the moſt 
rancorous and revengeful diſpoſition ; com- 
= forting 


* The caſes of Mr. ps MazoLss and 
Mr. LE FevRE, 


n 5 
n 
. * 

F 


: - "4 0 WY 1 BA 
= 1 KNIT. 28 dr A enn * * EIS RX 
JJC ⁵ꝗPkU ; NN IG m 
3 As + JFC C 8 As + 
"GY = r r fa ce: 8 3 * 


' 


1 
forting themſelves with the thought: of 


having inflicted on their enemies the ſame 


torments when it was in their power, and 
wiſhing to inflict them again. They die 


with the feelings of a brute beaſt; but 
chriſtians with that dignity which is the 
perfection of human nature. They who, 


from a hatred of chriſtianity, give the pre- 


ference to the courage of the Indians, in 


bearing torture and death, to that of the 


chriſtian martyrs, ſhew their utter 1gno- 
rance of every thing. in which true great- 
| neſs of mind, and dignity of ſentiment, Y 
conſiſt, This is diſcovered, not by the 
mere bearing of pain, but by the temper of 
mind! in which 11 is s bor ne F. 


„The reading of ſuch works as theſe, 


| beſides giving us a lively idea of the power 


of virtuous principles, and in ſome meaſure 
inſpiring us with them, ſo as to prepare us 


1 to act with the ſame fortitude ourſelves, 7 
ſhould we be called to it, ſhould make us 


. more 


+ Theſe are very juſt and uſeful remarks; but 
how .do they agree with the latter part of Dr, 
PRIESTLEY'S apaiogy | See Page 91. 
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more ſenſible of our happineſs i in being 
exempted from ſuch trials, and diſpoſe us 
i" to diſtinguiſh ourſelves by active ſervices in 
the cauſe of truth, when we are not called 
" to do it in the way of ſuffering. As theſe 
1 martyrs promoted the great cauſe of chriſ- 
tian truth in the manner which their times 
| and circumſtances required, let us do the 
ſame j in ours; and though not capable of 
doing it in the moſt glorious manner poſſi- | 
ble, let us acquire all the honour that ve 9 
1 can. If we do not give our lives, which 1s Ef 3 
| | Tc unqueſtionably of far greater value than any 5 | 4 
5 thing elſe, let us at leaſt give our time, and = 3 
our labour.” 5 = 


0 When 1 am fitting i in a x chearful room, „„ Y 
=: be a comfortable fire ſide, with my family 
| about me, attending without reſtraint, to 
1 any purſuit of philoſophy, theology, or 
general literature, for which I have an in- E |} 
| _ clination, viſited by m my friends, and cor- = 
| reſponding with whom 1 pleaſe; when * 
ſee the chearing rays of the ſun, and the 
It fair face of nature, and make what excur- 

| 1 Hops 1 pleaſe, and | in what n manner I pleaſe, to 
1 diſtant 
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ſure, may require; 1 think of Mr. MaroLLes, 


| who after having been accuſtomed to enjoy 
all theſe bleſſings, voluntarily incurred the loſs _ 
of them all, and, without repining, thought 
himſelf abundantly recompenced by the 
peace of his mind, and his future proſpects. 
Hou ſtrenuouſly, then, ſhould we exert our- 
ſelves to make the beſt uſe of the liberty we 
enjoy. Deus nobis Þec olia fecit.“ | 


Long may Pr. PrIesTLEY live to enjoy 
his cheerful room, his family, and his 
friends; the cheering rays of the ſun, and 
the fair face of nature, by making the best 
uſe of his liberty! If I ſhould think he 

has not Jet perfectly learned that leſſon, 1: 
am, in this e e a e 


IV. In the book which [ have abridged, 


there are many obſervations j In the preface, 


and ſome more cloſely connected with the 
narrative, which are both ſerious and in- 
ſtructing; but to make the preceding Hiſtory | 
more diſtinct and clear, I have taken no 
natice of thoſe remarks, But 3 in this Apper- 6 

| dix, 
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dir, a few of them may be acceptable t to 
the Reader. 


Many,“ (fays the Editor of the Edition 
in 1712,) © Many will be apt to ſay, What 


need we examples of this kind in theſe 


latter ages, ſince the church is come under 
the protection of chriſtian princes, who have 
been nurſing fathers to it. The primitive 
chriſtians they readily extol, and the faith 
and patience of the frft martyrs they hear 
and read of with admiration. But of the 
modern martyrs, theſe objectors ſeem to under- 5 
ſtand but little of the neceſſity of ſuch ex- 
amples, and but lightly eſteem their ſuffer- 
ings. But this is a prejudice which, Wik 
ſubmiſſion, I ſhall preſume | to ſay, ariſes 
from too great an inadvertency of what is 
both predicted in ſcripture, and recorded in 
evangelical hiſtory, concerning the ſtate of 

the church, in the middle, and in theſe | 
latter ages.“ 


of this, the Fditor gives conſiderable 
proof, and obſerves, © that as in the primi- 
tive perſecutions, we find the laſt, namely, 


that 
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that of DiocLtstan, to exceed all the former 
in duration, the numbers of the perſecuted, 
and the variety of their ſufferings, ſo, in 
this perſecution of the churches in France, 
and Piedmont, carried on by the power and 
influence of another D1oeLEsIAN, [for ſuch : 


was Lewis XIV.] we find a like pins. 7 
in every _ e 


« Jt was” (he obſerves) © in this laſt 


perſecution, that Mr. ps MaROLLES ſhined 


+ ſo gloriouſly in this chriſtian warfare. It 
was in this, that he ſtood ſo immovable, 


when thouſands fell on all ſides of him, in 
courts, in priſons, in conferences; himſelf 
remaining equally unſhaken | with either 
menaces, or intreatics. It was in this, that 


he bore up aſterwards with a great and ele- 
vated ſoul, both in the gallies and in the 


dungeon. What a long and diſmal night 


| muſt this latter J. ix years have been to any 
other, who had not been poſſeſſed of ſuch a 
clear conſcience, and a joyous mind, as God 


vouchſafed to him! The cordials of divine 


comfort muſt have been very ſtrong that 
could ſupport him under the load of his 
chains, 
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e and in ſuch horrid clivnmfiaaccs ſo 
long! And indeed, it appears, through his 
whole Hiſtory, that as his ſufferings were 
e ſo his conſolations were exceed 


ing great.“ 


This oi Editor adds, If I may judge 
of others advantages by mine own, the 


benefit they will reap by reading ſuch lives 
vill not be ſmall ; ; there being no ſort of : 
reading which I have yet - experienced, 

which, next to that of the holy ſcriptures, 


tends more to nouriſh our faith, hope, and 


charity, to beget meekneſs and humility, 
and to impregnate che ſoul with ſuch an 
heavenly diſpoſition, and ſuch an abſolute 
ſubmiſſion and reſignation to the divine os 
will, than theſe narrations. Indeed, when 
we fee others, with ſo entire a reſignation 


to the divine pleaſure, ſacrifice their lives 


and their 40, in a cheerful obedience to his 


commands, how can any of us repine under 


any of the common ſufferings of this human 
life, be they indignitics, loſſes, pain, fick= 
neſs, or other afflictions, none of which are 
to > be named with thoſe of art; 21 
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r. JaQuELoT, who wrote the Hiſtory 


of 5 ſufferings of Mr. br Makorurs, has 
interſperſed ſeveral juſt remarks in his 
Hiſtory ; and, at the cloſe of it, he obſerves, 
«© We may, without exaggeration, ſay, that 
he was one of the moſt famous marhyrs that 
the church ever knew. He hath” (ſays Mr. 
JawverorT) © undergone all the moſt for- 
midable afflictions that the world, that the 
fury of perſecution, could invent. He hath 


ſuſtained every thing which was able to 


ſhock human nature! But he ſuſtained N 
like that houſe built upon a rock, which 

| Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaks of in the goſpel, and 

which the moſt violent ſtorms could not 

overthrow. He ſeemed to be engaged to 7, 
the world by the ſtrongeſt ties of fleſh and 
blood. He had an eſtate, he had a wiſe, 
and children, who were dear to him. How. 
often were oreat and various efforts made to 
triumph over his fidelity ! Yet they could 
not ſay, that a moroſe and conceited humour 


had produced any thing like obſtinacy in his 
ſoul. His conſtancy was well ſounded; it 


was enlightened and built upon good rea- 
lons. He aly ays gave a reaſon of his hope 


with 


r* 
k * 
4 
: 
8 
* 
9 
[3 
6. 
q 
1 
1 
99 
5 \ 
1 
15 
4. 
. 
. 
15 
j 
* 40 
1 
A 
Fi 
9 
" 
; <M 
=” 
all 
* 
* 
Wy 
N 
* 


r e A 8 
9 i gn ——— 


— 2 
ag Fas A 


— — — 


as r 2 
— — * 22 


F ²˙ V 


B <a bn 
= * 
23 =» — —— —— —— — vR 


2 * 


— 2 


610 
with modeſty. This is a teſtimony which 
all the doors, who have had any conference 
with him, cannot refuſe to give him.—One 


year on board the gallies, five years in a 
dungeon, perplexed with darkneſs, and ftench ! 


always expoſed to cold, nakedneſs, and hunger ö 


Imagination itſelf cannot, without horror, 


from a 8 idea of all thoſe ſufferings.” 


8e Notwithſtanding“ Klau Mr. JaquzLor) 
=> this bleſſed moriyr ſhews us, that during 
the whole time of ſo tedious and dreadful a 
combat, in which he was beſieged by all the 


| horrors of this life, in which the world 

1 preſented him with its riches, and honours ; 
he, faithful to his God, always kept his fleſh 
in a reſpectful ſilence to the adorable Pro- 
vidence of that great God, who would be 
glorified in his afflictions. What a treaſure 
of conſolation and inſtruction would it be 
to all the faithful, if we had the thoughts, 


the meditations, the prayers, the private 
| conferences of this holy ſoul with his God, 
during thoſe five years in which, to ſpeak 
in the language of Pavid, 45 budy funk 2 
the deep mire,” 
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” V. Though we are not thus indulged, 
vet, by reading his Life, and his Eſſay on 


Providence, we have much to animate us 
to be followers of them who through faith and 
_ patience mberil the promiſes. —If I venture to 


5 nake additional remarks on this ſubject, 
they ſhall be few in number, and, not alto- 
gether unworthy of being connected with 
the preceding obſervations. 


E 


By meditating on the inward ſatisfaction 


and ſtedfaſt hope of ſuch ſufferers; by con- 


ſidering the utility of their examples, the 


good report they have obtained, and the ad- 
vantage of a cloſe acquaintance with their 
Hiſtory, ſome have almoſt envied their lot, 
and looked upon their own, if not with diſ- 
content, yet without that gratitude which 
rheir condition required. If ſuch a temper 
ſhould. ſpring up in us, let us attempt to 
deſtroy it, by recollecting, that the diſpoſal 
of our lot is with the Lord, and that he will 
be glorified in all the diverſified conditions 
of life. Eminent degrees of diſtinguith- 
ing grace, teach its poſſeſſor, in whatſoever 
fate he is, therewith to be content. They teach 


him 


RY a are wt 


— ͤæ̃ ] -. e — 


r 
him to know both how to be abaſed, and how 
to abound; every where, and in all things, in- 
ſtrutting him, both to be full, and to be hungry, ; 
both to abound, and to ſuffer need. Neverthe- 
leſs, it muſt be confeſled, ſeldom has the 


grace of God appeared ſo glorious as when 
believers have been afflicted, tempted, and 


oppreſſed. Should it be aſked, what ſhall _ 
be done to the man whom God d- lighter to 
honour? The anſwer of HauAx to Ana- 
surkus, would be abſurd. For thoſe v hom 


it has pleaſed God to honour moſt have ſaid, 


Even unto this preſent hour, we both hunger, and 
third, and are naked, and are buſfetted, and 


have no certain dwelling place; and labour, 
working with our hands : being reviled, we bleſs; 


being perſecuted, We ſuffer it, being defamed, | 


we inireat; we are made as the filth of the 


World, and are the off 5c ering of all things 1 unto 


this dey: 


5 The ſentiments of the primitive writers, 


upon occaſion of the martyrs ſufferings, are 


moſt noble and magnificent. A chriſtian, 


| ſays Ten 1ULLIAN, never thinks himſelf ſo fine, 
never fa luſirious, as a the ſtake z be is then 


in 
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in his triumphal chariot, going to heaven in ſtate. 
Nor is what Evsesivs writes leſs obſervable: 
That it was a moſt charming ſigbi to behold the 
martyrs in priſon, to ſee how their miſery became 
them, how they edorned thei, fetters, and looked 
as captivating in their chains, as a bride in all 
| ber glory, upon the "ON of marriage. - of 


It is very true, pagan, papal, and proteſ- 


tant perſecutions, have ſubſided: but, in 
every period, he that would live godly in 5 
Chriſt Jeſus, ſhould prepare to meet with 
ſome ſpecies of oppreſſion. | They who are 


of this opinion, will frequently be diſpoſed 


to aſk ſuch queſtions as theſe: What if 

5 perſecution ſhould actually approach! ? What 
. ſhould be impollible to pleaſe men 

| without wounding our own conſciences ? = 
If this ſhould happen, do we mean to be 
treacherous, or ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in 
the faith, and ſtill to abourd in the work 
of the Lord? | Never are theſe queſtions 

anſwered raore to my own ſatisfaction than 
when I have recently read what our martyr 
has written, and what he ſo well endured. 

5 3 There 


} Axnalb's Comm. on the Apocrypha, P. 12, 13. 
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„ 
There is ſomething in ſuch accounts, 
which teaches us to be ſtill, and know that 


the Lord is God. * Take a man (ſays Biſhop. 
Usurk,) « that firmly believes that God 


governs and diſpoſes all events, that is well 
5 grounded in the belief of his Divine Provi- 
dence over all his works; ſuch a man is 
ready to meet any thing: If proſperity be his 
portion, he is never proud, nor unthankful, 
Becauſe he knows the kind hand that gave 


: If adverſity befall him, he is even then 


content, becauſe he wiſely diſcerns from. 


' whence it came; he acknowledges that he 
deſerves worſe, and believes verily, that- 
Providence appointed and deſigns it for his 
good, and hopes, by the lame good Provi- 5 
+ dence, to be ſoon out of * We may add, 
8 = that believes aright in rhe Providence 
of God, ſeldom is Known to deny any other 
article of fait th: Nor IS he cafily led afide 
to believe things contrary to the word. of 


| God. ” 


Again; a due attention to this hiſtory, 


may convince us, not only of the impiety, 


but of the abſurdiry, of perſecution, They 


who 
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who have laboured to make it as ſpecious 


as poſſible, have been perplexed by their 


own counſels, and burdened with the pro- 
ceſs of their own folly. Nevertheleſs, nei- 


ther Catholics, nor any other Community, 


ſhould be conſidered, in any period, or in 
any place, as being all alike. It has been 


the cuſtom of many, from men's leading 
principles to predict, what will be their 


external behaviour: but this cuſtom is often 


injurious, and always to be ſuſpected. 2 3 
man may ſuppoſe, that if he held ſuch a 
ſentiment, he ſhould act in ſuch a manner; 


but this is no proof of the fact, even with 


reſpect to himſelf; how much leſs is it . 
Proof that other people would act according 8 
to his prediction? Here we ſee ſome Roman 
Catholics, (at a time when the general 


body of that powerful HizraRchy were 


drunken with the blood of the ſaints, and with 
the blood of the martyrs of Jeſus) ſober z 
touched with tenderneſs at the ſufferings of 
a man whom they called an heretic; bear- 


ing witneſs to his diſtinguiſhed piety, and 


wiſhing that their power to relieve him had 


been equal to their compaſſion, 


H a. : Once 
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Once more; we ſee that Prenchmen may 
have as much fortitude as Britons, and that 


our national prejudice, which ſeldom ſuffers 


us to think they have either that force of 


mind or animal vigour, that we enjoy, is 


carried to exceſs. Great bodies of men may 
have ſome peculiar features, and diſpoſi- 
tions, but in all countries, and in all ages, 


God has raiſed up thoſe men, of whom any 


country might be proud to boaſt.—It is, 
however, eaſier to extol what is excellent, 
than to follow, as we arc called to it, ſuch 
examples. The faith and patience of the 
ſaints, have been highly commended when 
danger has been diſtant, and Rrangely for- 
: gotten in the hour of trial. 


Further; we may 3 rs a vaſt 
difference between the principles, temper, 
behaviour, and memory of ſuch men as Mr. 
br MaroLLEs, and thoſe men who, being 
deſtitute of ſelf government, diſdain the 
moſt rational ſubjection; deſpiſe dominion, and 
ſpeak evil of dignities. Preſumptuous are they, 
ſelf willed, To form ſuch a man as Mr. os 


MaroLLes, what faith, what grace, are 
ms, eſſential! 
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eſſential! But to be ambitious, unthank:- 
ful, and diſcontented ; to murmur and com- 
plain, and to varniſh the worſt of tempers 
with great ſwelling words of vanity, this is 
of eaſy acquiſition. Such male-contents are 


in every ſtate, and may be found in every 
circle of life. Happy for this country, it 
has pleaſed God yet to preſerve amongſt us 


many who fear his Name, and who ſtudy 
thoſe Tg which make for 2 mm 


But it is faid, ſuch patient, quiet men 
muſt ever expect to be treated here like 
MaROLU Es. If this could not be diſputed, 


what chriſtian would not rather live and die 


as he did, than exiſt and depart like Lewis 


XIV? The inference, however, may be 
called in queſtion. For, as ſuch men are 
multiplied, it is certain, perſecutors will be 
diminiſhed, and that perſecution ilſelf, will be 
more and more abhorred. When people 


are ſo exaſperated by oppreſſion, as to think 
retaliation right, oppreſſors imagine that all 


men would, in their turn, oppreſs, if they 
had it in their power. | But when being 


reviled, we bleſs; being perſecuted, we ſuffer it; 
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Once more; we ſce that Frenchmen may 


have as much fortitude as Britons; and that 
our national prejudice, which ſeldom ſuffers 
us to think they have either that force of _ 
mind or animal vigour, that we enjoy, x 


carried to exceſs. Great bodies of men may 
have ſome peculiar features, and diſpoſi- 


tions, but in all countries, and in all ages, 5 
God has raiſed up thoſe men, of whom any 
country might be proud to boaſt.—It is, 
however, eaſier to extol what * excellent, 
than to follow, as We are called to it, ſuch 
examples. The faith and patience of the 
ſaints, have been highly commended when : 
danger has been diſtant, and 4 ſerangely/t for- 


gotten in the hour of trial, 


. 5 urther; we may obſerve, there is a vaſt 


dure between the principles, temper, 


behaviour, and memory of ſuch men as Mr, 


DE MaroLLEs, and thoſe. men who, being 
_ deſtitute of ſelf government, diſdain the 
moſt rational ſubjection; deſpiſe dominion, and 
ſpeak evil of dignities. Pr eſumptuous are they, 

f felf willed. 
MAROLLES, what faith, what grace, are 
----" effential} 
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eſlential! But to be ambitious, unthank- 
ful, and diſcontented ; to murmur and com- 
plain, and to varniſh the worſt of. tempers 
with great ſwelling words of vanity, this is 


of eaſy acquiſition. Such male-contents are 
in every ſtate, and may be found in every 
circle of life. Happy for this country, It 

has pleaſed God yet to preſerve amongſt us 
many who fear his Name, and who ſtudy 


thoſe —_ which make for peace. 


But it is aid, ſuch patient, acier men 
muſt ever expect to be treated bere like 


MakoruESs. If this could not be diſputed, 


A what chriſtian would not rather live and die 
as he did, than exiſt and depart like Lewis 
XIV? The inference, how ever, may be 


called in queſtion. For, as ſuch men are 


multiplied, it is certain, perſecutors will be 


diminiſhed, and that perſecution itſelf, will be 


more and more abhorred. When people 
are ſo exaſperated by oppreſſion, as to think 
retaliation right, oppreſſors imagine that all 


men would, in their turn, oppreſs, if they 


| had it in their power. But when being 


reviled, we bleſs , being perſecuted, We ſuffer it; 


H . ae 


(219) 


Being defamed, we intreat ; when under com- 
plicated diſtreſs, we are ſtedfaſt, ſerene, 
reſpectful to man, and have communion 
vith God, tyrants behold, in ſuch mirrours, 
their own impotence ; ; their abettors, by the 
fame medium, appcar contemptible; nominal 
chriſtians ſurvey their own nakedneſs, and 
uprigbt men diſcover additional grounds to 


| hold faſt the . ns of their mod.” 


* 


What « care have oppreſſors raken to hide 
from general obſervation, the amiable, and 
| heroic tempers of ſuch martyrs! What falſe- 
| hoods have they not propagated to deceive 
the public, and to aſperſe thoſe characters, 
which, if placed in a proper light, would 
have made their own odious! We may 


be con.ident, that as ſuch Proteſtants as Mr, 


Dr MaroLLes are properly eſteemed, an 


anti- chriſtian ſpirit, at home, as well as 


abroad, will periſh. It is doomed to de- 
ſtruction; but it can only be deſtroyed as it 
is written, Tres SHALL THAT WICKED BE 


| REVEALED, WHOM THE LORD SHALL CONSUME 
WITH THE SPIRIT OF HIS MOUTH, AND SHALL 
DESTROY wITH THE BRIGHTNESS OF 18 
cu, AMEN, 
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When I ſaid, * that the liberties 1 
have taken to make the narrative {of the 
ſufferings of Mr. ps MarxoLLes] mor- plain, 

or more pleaſing to the Reader, are only 
ſuch as permit me to pay a due regard to 
truth, I intended to have taken greater 

liberties than I afterwards thought proper to 
indulge. I was diverted from my firſt in- 

tention, by an article in the Encyclopedia 5 

Britannica, which informs eus, that in 


Abridgments, „the facts, manner, ſpirit, 


and reaſoning, [of the writer, ] mult be pre- 


ſerved.” On reading this article, I conſi- 


dered, that every work muſt have its own 
Authour, and that, I was not the Authour of 
this Hiſtory, I thought alſo, that every 
writer has his manner; and I perceived, 
that the manner of Mr. JagyzLor was not 
mine. Theſe reflections led me to adopt 
the plan 1 have purſued. 
therefore, 1s requeſted. to keep the real 
Authour in view, and the period in which 
he wrote his Hiſtory; which was in the 


beginning of the preſent cenmiye- 
4 „ 
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HIS Efay i is ne on belief | it has 
not yet been read in our language. 


th ls view, It 1s entitled to ſome indul- 
gence; becauſe it gives to many Readers a 
pleaſure which, wirhout that labour, rhey 
would not have taſted. 1 


Where a literal verſion would oſſend, much 


muſt be left to judgment: but our judg- 


ments, in ſuch caſes, are ſo various, that it 


is not eaſy to determine what ſhould be 
retrenched, what ſhould be ſupplied, or 


what ſhould be tranſpoſed. | 


Thoſe perſons who do not read French, 


may be aſſured, that not only the ſentiments 
of Mr. Dr MaroLLes, but that his manner 
alſo, are, in general, attempted to be 


given. in this tranſlation. The exceptions 
are not many ; ; Nor are they worth a detail; 
among which, however, is the diviſion 5 

this 


40) 


this Eſſay into Keesom but that,” it is pre- 
ſumed, will give the Reader leſs trouble, 


than if it had been pubiiſhed on the model 


of the French Edition. 


J ſhall only add, I have read nothing ſo 
profitable to myſelf, on divine Providence, 
as what I have now edited. Yet in this 
work, as in all human productions, there 
are doubtleſs, ſome things which will not 
bear the ſtricteſt examination. But, what- 
ever may be the judgment of others, I am 
well paid for my labour: and, I own, I. 
ſhould think it a great honour if the names 
of Mago LEs, and MazriN, ſhould be thus 
- tranſmitted to poſterity. , 


Wi xamill Street, Fan Ce ourt Road. . 


June, 1 2 ad 
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ORIGINAL PREFACE. 


E muſt not expect to find in this 
work, that is now given to the 
public, a complete treatiſe on Providence. 
He who compoſed it, was not a theologian by 
profeſſion, nor did he propoſe to examine 
all the queſtions which relate to this ſubject. 
He wrote this Eſſay for his own uſe, and 
only with a view to comfort, and fortify 
himſelf in the faith, in the midſt of W666 
-3 moſt alllicting events, by chriſtian reflec- 
= tions on the conduct of God towards men, 


= in general, and towards his church. His 
4 cdlhief deſign was to accuſtom himſelf to 
? - this thought, That nothing takes place in this 
| world without the will of God, and that good 
- 1 and evil are here diſtributed with much wiſdom, | 
. for the advantage of them that fear Him. 1 


The numerous trials to which believers I 
1 are expoſed, are frequently, the great ſource 


(- 348-3. 


of their ſorrow. They attentively conſider. 


what is painful in their afflictions; but 
ſeldom think of the advantages ariſing from 


them, and of the end that God propoſes to 
accompliſh by their conflicts. As they intereſt 
themſelves in that which comes upon the 
true church, they are afflicted to ſee it ſuffer. 
Ir ſeems to them, when it is long under op- 


preſſion, that God has, in ſome meaſure, 


abandoned it, and that he has almoſt ceaſed 
to care for his inheritance. Our Authour 
turns alſo his attention to this caſe, and 
| ſpeaks amply of the ſufferings of the chil- 
dren of God. He ſhews the neceſſity of -- 
thoſe ſufferings, and how they contribute 
to their ſanctification, and to their ſalva- 
tion. He obſerves what are the duties to 
which they are called upon theſe occaſions; 
by what motives they ſhould endeavour to 
fulfil them, and what aſſiſtance they may 
expect from him who makes them pals 
through peculiar temptations. In a word, 


what this Eſſay contains, is very edifying 
and conſolatary to ſufferers of every deſcrip- 


tion; but it is alſo fill. more likely to 


moderate 
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moderate the afflictions of thoſe pious peo- 
ple who are afflicted with the calamities of 


the church. The dejection into which they 
are caſt, becauſe it is not, in ſome places, 
re-eſtabliſhed, will be much diminiſhed, 
when they ſhall here learn God is not 
_ obliged to grant his church a ſplendid deli- 
verance, and that, if he deprives his children 
of the external means of advancing in piety, 
7 by removing from them the light of his 


word, he grants them other favours, by 


which they perſevere 1 in the fidelity which is 


due to him. 


V. muſt not "OY into this Eſtay the 


ſubtle and brilliant thoughts, or for a ſtile 


entirely correct. Our Authour never valued 


himſelf on ſuch acquiſitions. Beſides, he 


lived at a time when the French language 


| was not brought to its preſent perfection. 


But that which chiefly recommends this 
little piece, is, the ſolidity of the reflections, 
the natural manner in which they are intro- 


| duced, and the plenitude of unction with 


which the ſubject i 1s treated. What is here 


aid of the doctrine of Providence, is ex- 


Preſſed 


E 


preſſed in a manner eaſy to be underſtood, 


by perſons of common capacity. 


viniſt who will not, with p eaſure, allow him- 


ſelf ſufficient time to read this tract, when 
he is told it was written by that celebrated 
Confaſſor, Mr. Lewis be MAAHOULESs, whoſe life 
has already been publiſhed. Mr. JaquzLor, 
who wrote the Hiſtory of his Sufferings, 
was ſolicited to publiſh this Eſſay at the 
ſame time. This was not then thought 
proper. But whatever were the obſtructions 
which retarded the publication of this work, 
they are now ſurmounted. It is diffcult to 
ſay when it was written. But it is certain 
it was finiſhed before the great perſecution in 
the year 1685. It is highly probable that 
this illuſtrious martyr began to write it when 
he ſaw the approaching deſolation of our 
churches. We may believe he foreſaw the 


condition to which they would be reduced, 


and that he prepared himſelf for that 
event by theſe holy meditations, 
"Ir is oe” e to teach Wn what is : 
their duty, and to urge them to perform it, 


| Dy 


I perſuade myſelf, there is no good Cal- 


CER 


E 


by the ſtrongeſt reaſons. We muſt allo prac- 
tice ourſelves that which we tcach others, to 
make a greater impreſſion on their minds 


and hearts. The works of. thoſe authours 


who have regulated their conduct upon 


the maxims which they have eſtabliſhed, 


have, on that account, been beſt received 


by the public. We may therefore hope, 


that this tract will be well received, fince 


our Conf er practiſed himſelf what he has 
__ commended to us. The letters which he 
wrote in the time of his ſufferings, and 
which have been, in part, inſerted in his 
Hiſtory, bear witneſs of his ſtrength, and 
: conſtancy, in all his afflictions. In thoſe 
letters, we not only ſee great ſubmiſſion 


to the orders of Providence, and the moſt 


entire confidence in God, but we alſo 
remark in his conduct, which was con- 
ſiſtent to death, with what tranquility of 
mind, and with what joy, he ſupported 


the moſt Painful and ſhocking extremities. 
This confirms what he has very well 
advanced, That God never abendons believers 
in their greateſt evils, but ſuppor ts them in 
uch a manner, that, at laſt, they are triumphant 
over their moſt formidable enemies, 

Een” BEER We 


35 
We have alſo in him, and in thoſe of his 
family, to whom it was given, not only to believe 
but alſo to ſuffer for the goſpel a confirmation 


of another very important truth, namely, Th 


it is by offliiftions coe myſt enter into the kingdom 
of heaven, and that proſperity is not the common 


lot of the children of Ged,in the preſent life. Every 


body knows the painful trials through which 
he has paſied. We may alſo add, that the 
greater part of thoſe who are called by his 
name, have been very unfortunate, to ſpeak 


after the manner of men, even ſince their 
retreat into foreign countries. But that which 


18 conſidered as a great misfortune, by the men 
of this world, is really not ſo to them who 
N ſincerely love God. True happineſs does not 


atall conſiſt in temporal advantages, of which 
even the greateſt ſinners are in full poſfeſſion. 
But when believers are deprived of all thoſe 
goods, they enjoy a peace which paſſes all 
underſtanding, which is infinitely to be pre- 


ferred to the riches and honours of this ter- 
reſtial ſtate. They are penetrated with the 
pureſt pleaſure from having fulfilled their duty, 
Happy, if after being tricd as our martyr was, 


by divers temptations, they may receive, at 


the end of their courſe, the crown of life. 


ESSAY on PROVID EN CE, 


* 


1 The intention f Cod in the diſtribution of good 
4 and evil. . 


JT is not ſtrange that thoſe perſons who are 
L unacquainted with the perfections and will 
of God, ſhould loſe their courage in dangers 
and misfortunes, when they have no proſpect. 
of relief from the world ; but this 1s not the : 
condition of them whom he has called to 
| himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt. For, where the 
former find only ſubjects of deſpair, the latter 
always have great ſources of joy and conſo- 
Z lation. It is one of the firſt principles of 
religion, That the events of this world, are 
uot under the direction of fortune and chance, 
but that ALL THINGS are e governed by him, 


1 2 3 "_— 


whoſe wiſdom and power has given them being. 
The Providence of God is not only diſplayed 
in the preſervation of the order of nature, 
to maintain in it, the ſucceſſion of day and 
night, and the revolutions of the ſeaſons, 
to diſtribute rain and drought at appointed 
periods, but, in a word, to diſpoſe of every 


thing which is important, whether to the 


conſervation of the Univerſe, or to the 
good of mankind. This Providence ex- 
tends its care to the ſmalleſt, as well as to 
the greateſt objects; it nouriſhes the birds, 
it numbers the hairs of our head. Jeſus 
Chriſt, who ſpeaks thus of Providence, 
would teach us, that there is nothing, how- 


ever minute, which is concealed from its 


notice, or exempted from its direction. 


It is not unworthy of God to extend his 


goodneſs in the government of the world, as 


far as he extended his power when he created 


it. But as his goodneſs, as well as his power, 


always accord with wi/dom, it is proper he 
ſhould proportion his care to the condition 
of his creatures; and, on that account, he 
has a particular regard for men, as creatures, 


( 195.) 
the moſt excellent that are vifible in this 
world. It is not in vain that he has placed 
in them an immortal ſpirit 3 it is not in 
vain that he has united that ſpirit with 
matter. In the ſame ſubject, we find, on 
one ſide, a celeſtial intelligence captivated, 
and, as it were, enchained; on the other 
fide, we meet with matter raiſed, in ſome 
reſpects, to the condition of ſpirit, the 
movements of which are directed according 
to the rules of juſtice, and which publiſhes its 
Creator's praiſe. The nature of man marks 
nis deſtination, and that deſtination, more 
excellent and noble than that of all other 
; beings viſible to us, gives him occaſion to 
; acknowledge that God watches over him 

with particular attention. This alſo we are 
Maught 7 in the holy ſcripture. 


There we learn, firſt, that before all time, 
_ God has taken care of the ſalvation of men, 


F and that, before they were born, he prepared 
Y for true believers eternal felicity, and the 

means of their coming to enjoyment of 

Promiſed reſt. But he has alſo, pre-ordained 


with reſpec to every man, whatſoever 
1 8 = ſhould 
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ſhould happen to him in time. Thus he 
has fixed to each the term of his birth, and 


that of his death, and determined all the 


eſtates, and all the events, through which 
he muſt paſs during the courſe of his life. 
We ſhould, therefore, refer to Providence 
all the differences we are able to diſcern in 
the conditions of men. It is owing to this, 
that ſome are loaded with benefits, and live 
in abundance, and in pleaſure, while others 
go through life in poverty and diſtreſs. tr 
18 owing to this, that ſome rejoice in health * 
| and vigour, while others languiſh under 
pains and ſickneſs. It is owing to this, that 
ſome are born of illuſtrious blood, that they 
have potent friends, and great means of ad- 


vancing themſelves in the world, while 


others ſeem to be buried in obſcurity. It is 
this adoreable and ſovereign Providence, 
which preſides over all things, which diſ- 
poſes of them, and which diſtributes good 
and evil to us, whether of body, of mind, 
or of condition. Men labour according to 
the will of God, which obliges them to be 

diligent, and he gives them, to that end, 
ſtrength and underſtanding. But ſucceſs 


does 


oo” 


— — : — 


„„ 
does not depend on them; they never ſuc- 
reed, but ſo far as it pleaſes God to grant It 
| his bleſſing. Nevertheleſs, though he cares 43 

forall men, yet he has a peculiar care for 

his children. For, with reſpect to them, 5 1 
Grace is joined t Providence, and, by a a 
happy proportion of wiſdom and mercy, 
; God not only directs what concerns them 
8 with efficacy, which he does likewiſe to 
BR. others, but with love. It is a particular“ 


5 Providence by which he guides them, as a 
: father governs his children. They are not 
only under his eyes, but as in his arms; and 
all he does for them is to make them feel 
his love, and to procure for them ſubſtantial ED lt 
good. N . i" 


| Theſe truths are certain. We are taught — I! 
them in the holy ſcripture. The . 0 1 
who conſiders the conduct of God towards 

the church in general, and towards himſelf 


LY | 


| 

| 

»What Mr. ps MazoLLEs underſtood by a if 

particular Providence, will be clearly ſeen by the wil 

following parts of this Eſſay, On this ſubject I 1 
have had ſome thoughts of publiſhing a few ſhort. 1 

Eſſays of my o] n. 


1 in 


—— — 2 — — 


— — — — 


Hͤ?æZœQ——PUP x — — — — ye A AS 


—— —— — — — 


(6 128) 


1 particular, eaſily obſcrves that theſe 


events are managed in this manner, ſince 
they ſo well accord with thoſe deſigns that 


God propoſes to accompliſh, and with * 
condition of thoſe whom he conducts; ſo 


that, while his Providence remains concealed : 


from the men of this world, under the order 


And connection of ſecond cauſes, the 


belicver is acquainted with it, by ſenſible 


experience. It is difficult to ſay, whet her 
they who do not acknowledge divine Provi- 


dence, are more blind, or more miſerable. 
But it is certain, that this doctrine | is a happy 
| foundation of tranquility, and conſolation, 
when we conſider. theſe truths in their full 


extent, and when we make of them a proper 


improvement; which is, To conſider all the 


events in this world as being conſtantly under 


divine dominion, 


SECT. 
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SECT. II 


The ba Deſen of this Ia, and the 2 


Principles « on which it proceeds. 


IN order to give an Eſſay on Providence, 


I ſhall take it for granted, That whatever 


eſtate we may be in, not only that there is not a 


circumſtance which DEPENDS on hazard, and on 


ſecond cauſes, but alſo, that there is nothing 


which God has not ſettled with choice, and with 


counſel. This is a truth which confirms it- 


ſelf; for God neceſſarily conducts every 
thing with choice, and with wiſdom. + 
: all the conditions in the world, there is not 
one where it had not been eaſy for God to 
have placed us; and of all the events in 


life, whether good, or evil, there is not one, 
which it had not been eaſy with the Al- 
mighty to have brought upon us. That we 


are in the condition of life in which we find 


ourſelves, is, becauſe of all others in this 
world, God has choſen it for us, and placed 
us in it, by deſign, as in that in which he 
would be glor ified by us. 


To 


E 130 7. 


To penetrate the better into this truth, 


we muſt conſider, that beſides the general 
deſign that God propoſes to himſelf of being 5 
glorified by men, he has a particular end to 
anſwer by each individual, making each 85 
man, from his birth, ſubſervient to his Pur- 
8 poſe, and to accommodate his life to a certain 
deſtination, appointed for him, from cter- 


nity. It is with reſpect to this, that St. Paul. 


ſaid of himſelf, Goa, who ſeparated me from 


my mather's wand, called me by his grace, 10 


reveal bis Son in me, that J might preach 


bim among the bzathen. This truth is ex- 
tended even to reprobates', witneſs what God 


ſaid to PHAROAU by Mosss, And in very deed, 
for this cauſe have 1 raiſed thee up, for to ſhe 
in thee my power; and that my Name may be 


declared throughout all the earth. It is the ſame 


with all men; each has his particular vocation 
of God. Beſides the general duty of ſanctifi- 

cation, he is called to ſerve, in ſome reſpect, 
the good of civil ſociety, or of the church; 
and it is with a view to this particular end, 

_ that God brought him into this world, and 

makes uſe of him. It is a kind of tiſk 

which God has preſcribed ; he preſerves 


him 
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him in life to perform it, and when it is 
finiſhed, he retires from the world; agree- 
able to what is, ſaid of David, that After be 
had ſerved bis own e by the will of 
God, he fell on ſleep. 


This conſideration throws a light on what 


we have ſaid, That is by choice, and with counſel, 
that God aſſembles, and aſſorts, all the circumſtances 


which meet in the condition of every man, For, 


in order that each may be ſubſervient to his 
deſign, it is neceſſary he ſhould place him in 
a ſtate proportioned to his purpoſe, and that 
| he ſhould grant him ſuitable means to full 
This he does according to his unerring 


* and, as there are in this world A 


great diverſity of conditions, and perpetual 
Changes, by the birth of ſome, and by the 


death of others; by buſineſs, by good ſucceſs, 
by misfortunes, and, in a word, by innume- 


rable events in life; the Providence of God, 


which preſides over this confuſion, directs 
every thing according to its own deſigns. 
It prepares for each, a certain diſtinction of 
conditions and events; a certain proportion 
of proſperity and adverſity ; and, immutable 
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in its counſels, it employs the perpetual in- 


conſtancy and agitation of all things in this 
world, to make all men paſs through the 
various ſtages of their vocation. 


If we enter into the ſ pirit of piety, we 


ſhall perceive, that the manner of well re- 


_ ceiving what happens to us, is not to conſult 
our own inclinations, (were they even juſt,) 


to rejoice at what is conformable to them, 


and to be diſcouraged at things which are 
contrary to our deſires. We ſhould be raiſed : 
above ourſelves, and aſcend to the order " 
God. We ſhould examine, by it, what 
happens to us, to what duties God has called 
us, and by the practice of what par ticular 
virtue he would be glorified in our conduct. 
We ſhould conſider theſe events as means 
by which God makes known to us his deſigns 
and will, and as a kind of daily revelation, 
by which he inſtructs us in that calling 
in which he has engaged us to abide. 
Impreſſed with theſe ſentiments, we ſhould 
receive all things with ſubmiſſion to the will! 
of God, we ſhould behave with piety and 
prudence, to do that good which he has 


given 
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given usan occaſion to perform, as being one 
end for which he has ſent us into this world, 


and one way by which we may labour with 


confidence that ſuch conduct will iſſue in 
ſalvation. This is the judgment which ve 
ſhould form of all the revolutions of life, a 
and the diſpoſition in which we ſhould | 
endeavour to meet thoſe changing ſcenes. 
| He who enters into theſe ſentiments, follows, 
as he ſhould, his own calling; and by ſo 


doing, he has, in himſelf, perfect repoſe ; at 


| leaſt, there is nothing in this world able to 


W equal ſatisfaction. 


The e Fas exemplified and improved. 


A8 CTY conſideration includes and unites 
in itſelf various reaſons, which have a ten- 


dency to ſupport and ſtrengthen the mind in 


the moſt afflicting events, it will be proper 
to conſider them more diſtinctly; and, if I 
may ſo expreſs it, unfold them. And firſt, 
an aſſurance That no event happens, but under 
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the direction of God, ſhould have great weight 


to make us receive every thing without 
reluctance.“ We actually profeſs, and ac- 


knowledge, his legitimate right over us. 
It is not only in things which are pleaſing to 


us, we ſhould teſtify our ſubmiſſion to his 


will, ſince we are carried to that of ourſelves; 
but we mould alſo 1 in the moſt difficult and 
tremenduous trials, ſince we cannot then 


ſubmit to the will of God, without the 


genuine principle of obedience. We have, 
on this ſubject, the examples of ELI, the 
High Prieſt, and of the Prophet Davip. 
The former expreſſed himſelf thus, Ig is the 
ILonp: let him do what ſeemeth him good. And 
the latter ſaid, I was dumb, 17 opened nol my 


mouth; becanſe thou didſt #t. Both of them 


were expoſed to great afflictions; both were 
oppreſied with a ſenſe of their own infirmi- 
ties; nor were they exempt from that 
anxiety and fear which are common to men. 
Nevertheleſs, cach of them impoſed ſilence | 
on the voice of nature, ſuppreſſed its riſing 
murmurs, and, with humility, adored that 
a Providence which preſented them with 


nothing but what was terrible. Behold the 
R 42 
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Frſt ſentiments which piety ſuggeſts, and 
| what good courage it imparts. Proſperity 
and adverſity proceed from God; and it is 
proper our will ſhould be conformed to his 
in the one, as well as in the other; it would 
be unjuſt to attempt to divide what he has 
been pleaſed to unite. Either let us conſent 
that he ſhould withdraw his tavours from 
us, or ſubmir to his chaſtiſements, when he 
is pleaſed to chaſtiſe us. If we do not 
thus endure them, where is the obeyſance, 


| where is the faith, or where is the love, 
r bs be gy 
attached to him, we mult be divorced from 
what i is criminal in ourſelyes, that ve may 
: only take pleaſure in * hat appears to us to 

i be his will. 


If, how ever, there was only this reaſon to 
be obedient, it would be difficult to make 
that impreſſion on the heart of men, which 
1s neceſſary to engage their practical atten- 
tion to this great duty. Man is conſtantly 
penetrated with the love of himſelf; he 


ſecks himſelf in every purſuit, even in his 
more generous ſentiments, and in what he 
eſteems Es = | 


mW. — — 
” * 


— 


-_ — — 


br = 


2 


——_—_— e 


* 
gt — eb oo Gott os ON AIC. OE . — 


— 
ARA” as: . » - — 
— — — 


1 


eſteems the moſt dihintereſted, that principle, 
by imperceptible circuits, brings him back 


again to /e; for he never loſes ſight of his 


ovn particular intereſt, even when he ſeems 


to deſpiſe it. To ſpeak the truth, man 


never makes real ſacrifices; he would always 
be indemnified for his loſs. However juſt 
then, this duty may be, whatever obligation 


urges him to app rove it, he never performs 


it, but with a view to his own advantage. 
But our advantage and our duty are here 


connected. God not only ſends allictions 
to men, as the diſpenſer of thoſe events, 


but he ſelects them; and his choice includes 
that proportion of goodneſs and wiſdom, 
according to which, he ordains all things 
for the benefit of his children. We muſt 
not therefore, judge of our afflictions by our 
on apprehenſions, but by the judgment of 
God; for though they are not joyous, but 
grievous, yet they are not real misfortunes, 
but, as they proceed from the Lord, they 
are rather to be conſidered as bleflings. In 


fact, we ſhould not found our diſtinctions 


of good and evil, upon the immediate impreſ- 


ſion of joy, or ſorrow : this would degrade 
5 us 


— <p enero een reg 


2 (187. ) 
us to the condition of brutes, which are 
] guided by ſenſation; nor muſt we judge of 
bdhem by our natural reaſon, which is cor- 
* rupted by prejudice and paſſion ; but we 
By muſt conſult reaſon corrected and illumi- 
nated by the lights of faith; and upon this 
foundation we ſhall not make good and evil 
toconſiſt in any thing which entirely relates to 
the body, and to the condition of this life, 
but only in that which tends to make us 
N or miſerable in dhe future ſtate. e 


* 7 41 * - * 4 . 

CEP Or nee er IO Eo” . „ RR KS A 
JJ 1/7 og re Lg od ag 
Es End OE ISS 23 wn 

£. WEEN. I. - » i 


* * 6 PEN N _ 
— — — * ad — - 
a " * e ä — ů ů — ů ů — —— . K 2 "I 2 
- © „ . g * * * — —— 
r — — — — — — 4 
ä — — — - 4 — _ 23 om — W 2 - — 
— — . — — — —— NT HEY * 3 * LF —— — a 1 — — 
e — ——— . aA OI 2 7 15 at ns os fe e 2 ; — 2 nd Ax R Pu ＋ 4 
—_ pt * pe » 7 x * _ by * 2 * . 
« 6 " wag ö of on * 4 
pry I * DE Vf — * = g 
2 E — A * * a 


. 2 7 * 


= 14 T5 — 7 1 
Ih ra ths 2 ed] :H 
8 ; BEE bs 
— 4 e 
6 
Wr ALLIS 


A * — rn 2 by 
. ies rr 
— 2 — —- 
1 — * 


2 
3 — — vill 0 


a RE 


i e 


e 


Caurioxs in reference to RICHES, HEALTH, 9 
FRIENDSHIP, and our general DESIRES. and 


4 FEARS, 185 


| Tins? are truths contrary to the natuaa! 
| taſte of mankind, to which indeed they give = 2 1 
very little attention, and which are very 
ſeldom reduced to practice: but they would 
be regarded in a different manner, were 
1 8 0 3 = mu 
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they only conſidered with application. Are 


we able to regulate our own deſires? Why, 


then, are we ſo reluctant to be governed by 
the will of God? He only knows what is 
good for us, we are not able to make a 
proper choice for ourſelves. 


One man is filled | with a ſtrong paſſion 


for riches; he beholds with horror the con- 
tempt and miſery which are inſeparable 
attendants on poverty. He fancies that 


Property would ſupport him under many 


evils to which we are expoſed, that it is the 


great mean of procuring friends, and of 


obtaining preferment; and that with it, if 


we contract our defires, we may have at 
leaſt, the ſatisfaction of living at our caſe. 
He conceives, therefore, he ſhould be 
happy, if his fortune was equal to his 
wiſthes. But to how many evils do ſuch 
conjectures expoſe him? Theſe riches, on 


which his heart is ſet, inflate him with 
Pride, they entangle him in the love of life, 


and in ſenſual Paſſions; he procures to him 
elf nothing more than imperfect, and tran- 
ſient Pleaſures in this world, and, at the 

hour 
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hour of his death, regret, remorſe, and fear 
agitate his mind; yet all this is nothing. 


compared with the torments of his future 


ſtate. Even in this life, where riches pro- 
miſe him ſo much ſatisfaction, to how many 
have they proved dreadful? They draw 


down envy and hatred, they are accompanied 


with cares and inquietudes, and with endleſs 
dangers; they lead people to conceive raſh 
| deſigns, and to form fatal projects, inſo- 

much, that many ruſh to ruin, who might 


have lived in the moſt pleaſing tranquility | 


: with a leſs degree of Property in their poſ- 
ſeſſion. Riches, then, may afford us aſſiſtance; 
they may be a mean of our doing good, and 
of exerciſing ſplendid virtues, and thereby 
contribute to our fanctification. But they 
may alſo be every way injurious to us; 


therefore, no man can reaſonably perſuade 


himſelf that he ſhould be good, provided he 


was rich: the only ſure method he can take, 


is, to refer the choice of his condition to 
the Providence of God; becauſe, by ſo 


doing, he may hope, that all things which 
happen will terminate to his real advan- 
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health. Next to the intereſt of our ſalvation, 
we have no greater in this world. Pain 


1 
[88 Nevertheleſs, perhaps, there is nothing 


1 difficult to be ſubdued; ſenſual impreſſions 


world which piety demands. This is the 


begin to ſubſide. Paſſions inſenſibly di- 
miniſh as our ſtrength decays. Bad health, 
which we ſo much fear, interrupts, indeed, 

all the pleaſures of this life, and 18 produc- 


What 1 tay of riches, may be ſaid * 


dejects the mind, as well as the body, and 
ſeverely tries all our patience and reſolution. 


more dangerous than a vigorous ſtate of 
0 health; our paſſions then are violent, and | 


i are vividand ſtrong; our reliſn for ſuch plea- 
it ſire is augmented, and we are leſs capable 
f of that which elevates the mind, and leſs 
[ 5 able to enter on that detachment from this 


reaſon, to ſpeak after the manner of men, 
that people enter much leſs on the ſtudy of 
their duty when they are in the heat of 
youth, and in the vigour of manhood than 
when the warmth of the animal ſpirits 


tive of no advantage to them who ſuffer 


with ſentiments merely human : but to them 
who are properly exerciſed thereby, nothing 
can 
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can be of greater uſe. The believer, when 
afflicted, is not, indeed, always diſpoſed to 
prayer, nor is he always filled with conſola- 


tion. There are intervals which are pain- 
ful and alarming to him; but theſe inter- 
vals do not prevent frequent and delicious 
taſtes of the love of God. He vill be 
ſometimes, as in a furnace; he will cry out 
as if he was expoſed to the devouring wrath 
of God; not being able to diſtinguiſh 


the chaſtiſements of A father, from the 


vengeance of a judge: but he will alſo 
have his ſeaſons of refreſhment. God will En 
make him hear, in his heart, the voice of : 
his grace; his ſoul will be filled as with | 
marrow and fatneſs, and he ſhall praiſe the 
Lord with ſongs of joy. He will learn by 
theſe conflicts, that there are other pleaſures 
than thoſe which the men of this world 
admire; he will then deſpiſe the vain plea- 
ſures of life; his condition makes it eaſy for 
him to obtain a victory over his paſſions; 
he no langer regards eath with fear 
and trembling ; the thought of it be- 
. comes pleaſant, becauſe he now pants ö 
| Ss - promiſed 
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| promiſed glory, and has a firm hope of 
il future — 
[ | I may fay the ſame thing of frientfip, or 
1 of the poſſeſſion, or of the loſs, of thoſe 
| perſons we moſt of all eſteem. Is is a great 
| i 5 7 ſatisfaction to us to live with them. It is 
| the moſt rational pleaſure we can taſte 1 9 
if life: therefore there is no misfortune with 3 ; 
l Vvhich we are more affected than the loſs of L 
| our friends. Nevertheleſs, we ſhould not 
lf LO eſteem them too much, although it is ever 
| | pleaſing to be indulged with ſuch ſociety. 
No perſon is without his faults; there is 
h none with whom we can live with delight, . 
| without producing that kind of complacency _ 
| 1 in our minds, which might be hurtful both | > 4 
ns to them and us. It ſeldom happens that 
q We God has much of our hearts in ſuch ardent 
| Wit: connections, and attachments. Our own 
| ny ' inclinations, good and bad, and the intereſts 
| : of life, are the uſual cement of ſuch friend- 
* mi Hence it often happens, that they 
| ES: who ſhould help to reſtore us into the path 
i of duty, when we have wandred from it, or 
| Ds ſtrengthen our reſolutions when they are 
1 right, Þ 
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right, are the occaſion of our diverſified 
defects. Beſides; nothing has greater power | 

to make us fond of life, nothing makes it 

more difficult for us, on many occaſions, to 
ſubmit to the will of God. In ſhort, nothing 


more augments our uneaſineſs and afflictions, 
than our taking upon ourſelves all that hap- 
pens tov others, who have the ſame weak- 
neſſes which we poſſeſs, and who are expoſed 
to the ſame misfortunes. Thus it appears, 
that for the comfort of our lives, for the 
| Intereſt of our ſalvation, it. may be good for 
us to live with our neighbours and friends: 
but it may alſo prove injurious, and we can- 
not reaſonably allure ourſelves, which will 
be the better. „%%% as 


I may ſay the ſame thing of all that men 
generally defre and fear. All thoſe things 
may be good, or evil; partly according to 
the % which they make of them; and 
partly alſo, from thoſe events over which 
they have no dominion. For in ſuch things 
as more or leſs depend on their conduct, 
they cannot aſſure themſelves what they ſhall 
do, whatever may be their preſent inclina- 
ET 
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tion; The mind of man is not always alike 


diſpoſed. It is a ſubject in movement, and 


which acts according to the diverſity of 
objects preſented to it, according to the 
paſſions by which it moves, and the occa- 
ſions which ſolicit that motion. They who 
deſpiſe danger, often fall when it approaches. 
We inſenſibly accommodate ourſelves to 
our preſent ſituation; and when that gives 
us an occaſion to commit ſome fault, it is 
very difficult to avoid the ſnare. Hence, 


one of the c reaſons which humbles them 


moſt who are beſt acquainted with them- 
ſelves, is, to obſerve how often their better 
reſolutions become fickle and inconſtant in 
the hour of temptation; ſince many then 
ſlide into faults which, at another time, 


they could not believe j it poſſible they ſhould 
ever have committed. | 


| I conclude, then, that we muſt neceſſarily 
return to this point, That men do not know 
what they ſhould defi fre, or fear; and as the 
Providence of God takes care to chooſe for them 
that which happens, they ſhould greatly rejoice 
in ſuch a Alpenſclien, After the belief of 


this 


5 
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this fact, they ſhould not liſten to their 


paſſions, but enter into a kind of indif- 


| ference, and commit all their concerns into 
the hands of God, fince he is Lord of all 
events, acts with judgment, and ordains 


every thing for the real good of them who 


commit themſelves to his direction. Thus 
the believer well knows how to diſtinguiſh 
between what is agrecable to him, and what 
is not. For piety does not make him inſen- 
ſible, nor deſtroy thoſe affections which 
belong to our nature. But whatever ſenti- 
ments he poſſeſſes, he ſubmits them to the 
Providence of God; and reſts aſſured, that 
what comes from it, is far better for him 
khan any thing he could have requeſted 
for himſelf. It is in this holy indifference 


in which the chriſtian ſhould live, ever re- 


nouncing his own will, and ae ſub- 


mitting to the will of God. 
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BUT if God ſhould expoſe his children to 


violent trials, and misfortunes, able to ſnaxe 
the ſtrongeſt reſolutions, | this does not 
militate againſt the truth we have eſtabliſhed; ; 
namely, That whatever be does, is always the 
beſt for bis children. For, by ſuch trials, he 
advances their ſanctification, fortifies their 
faith, withdraws them from vice, and weans 
them from the world. By theſe trials he 
makes them examples of patience in the 
church, and to contribute to its edification, 
and conforms them, in ſome degree, to Jeſus 
Chriſt, who died for it. By theſe trials, he 
conſecrates them to himſelf, he makes his 
glory manifeſt, and illuſtrious, in the power 
by which they are ſupported, and by the 
conqueſts which, thus ſupported, they obtain ; 5 


and he alſo prepares them for promiſed 


glory. There is no affliction which ſhall 
not be recompenced by the good which is 
connected with it. There are no misfor- 
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tunes which the Providence of God does 


not make of excellent uſe to thoſe on whom 
they fall, and to others, who wiſely conſi- 


der thoſe events. 9 8 


We have a pleaſing proof of this in the 
example of Joseen. Firſt, he was threatned 
with death, by his brethren; next, he was 
thrown into a pit; after chat, he was ſold 
for a ſlave to ſtrangers. There cannot, to 
all appearance, be a greater calamity. It is 
dreadful to be hated, particularly by them 
from whom we ſhould receive the greateſt 
marks of affection: it is dreadful to be torn 
from the arms of our kindred, and to be 
driven from our native country: it is dread- 

ſul to loſe all hope of ſucceeding a father, 
and to be at once, reduced to poverty, after 


having been nouriſhed, and brought up, in 


affluence : it is dreadful to be deprived of 
liberty, and to be condemned to perpetual 
bondage: it is dreadful, being innocent, to 
be treated as a criminal, to be ſhut up in a 
priſon among ſtrangers, of a different lan- 
: guage, and of a different religion : never- 
theleſs, behold ſuch was the condition of 
Josern; ; 
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Joszyn; ſuch was the choice which God 


made for him ! But wait a few years, and 


you will ſee ſudden, and great revolutions. 
Wait till Providence manifeſts its deſigns, 
and you will perceive they were replete with 


mercy and wiſdom. You now ſee Jos pg in 
affliction and fear; you will ſee him as the 


dead among the living ; you will ſee him 
come forth from his priſon as from a tomb, 


and aſcend a throne; you will ſee his bre- 
thren preſerved in life, by him whom they 
were willing to deſtroy; you will hear 
JacoB bleſſing the Lord, for having recovered 


his ſon ; you will ſee the ſovereignty fixed . 

: in the houſe of the king of Egypt, and his 2 
authority augmented ; you will ſee the whole 2 
kingdom, and the neighbouring ſtates, pre- 7 


ſerved from famine, and a door of retreat 
opened to the people of God, to increaſe 


and multiply, and to prepare a way for thoſe 
great events, in which God was afterwards 
pleaſed to diſplay the glory of his power. 


We ſee not, indeed, every day ſimilar 


examples. The wonderful works of God 


are not continually ſo conſpicuous. | But 
where 


(<0 149 ) 

where the men of this world diſcover 
nothing like it, the believer diſcerns an 
analogy. For inſtance, a man who is per- 

| ſuaded of the truth of the religion he pro- 
feſſes, finds himſelf, for that reaſon, expoſed 
to terrible trials. He is obliged to abandon 1 
- his profeſſions, or to renounce all his attach- 1 
ments, and to ſeck, where he can, a place | 
of ſhelter from the ſtorm. His mind is filled 
with nothing but alarming apprehenſions. 

| He muſt reſolve to leave his neighbours, 
and to break his beſt connections. 8 He 
muſt abandon his buſineſs and his ſettle- 

ment in life, and perhaps, at an age when 
he has not long to live, he muſt form new 
75 deſigns, and adopt new meaſures. "He mut 
ſeek, in a ſtrange country, that quiet he | 
| could not find in his own, at the hazard of | 

: being diſappointed, and of being expoſed 
= either to contempt, or envy. He muſt ex- | 
pect a thouſand vexations, a thouſand | af. - 
fronts, perhaps, without finding one real . 1 
| 

| 


2 6 I a___— 
= . 4 5 oe, . — 1 
* 2 * n EY * 1 * 
. Nr 5 "4 _ * 


_ x | — 4 — 2 — — - — — —_ — - — 
- a 1 1 * — — 
—— — was. 7 9” wm, i. — b 8 - = —- 
rr Cer en Irons ——— 5 — — 2 


— 
_ 


r 
n n 


— — 
— — Ä — 
3 1 
— — 


D 
—. — my 


friend to mitigate his diſtreſs. His exile is 

both voluntary, and involuntary; it has no 

infamy attending it, fince the cauſe is glo- 

riaus; but it has all the i inconveniences f --" 
real 
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rn; ſuch was the choice which God 5 


made for him! But wait a few years, and 


you will ſee ſudden, and great revolutions. 


Wait till Providence manifeſts its deſigns, 
and you will perceive they were replete with 
mercy and wiſdom. You now ſee Joszpn i in 
aſfliction and fear; you will ſee him as the 
dead among the living; you will ſee him 
come forth from his priſon as from a tomb, 
and aſcend a throne; you will ſee his bre- 
thren preſerved in life, by him whom they 
were willing to deſtroy; you will hear 
Jacos bleſſing the Lord, for having recovered 
his ſon; you will ſee the ſovereignty fixed 
in the houſe of the king of Egypt. and his 
authority augmented ; vou will ſee the whole 
kingdom, and the neighbouring ſtates, pre- 
ſerved from famine, and a door of retreat 
opened to the people of God, to increaſe 
and multiply, and to prepare a way for thoſe 
great events, in which God was afterwards 
e to play the glory of his power. 


1 We ſee not, 8 every day ſimilar 
examples. The wonderful works of God 


are not continually ſo conſpicuous. | But 
where 


( 149 * 


where the men of this. aw; diſcover 


nothing like it, the believer diſcerns an 
analogy. For inſtance, a man who is per- 
ſuaded of the truth of the religion he pro- 
feſſes, finds himſelf, for that reaſon, expoſed 


to terrible trials. He is obliged to abandon 


- his profeſſions, or to renounce all his attach- 
ments, and to ſeek, where he can, a place 
of ſhelter from the ſtorm. His mind is filled 


with nothing but alarming apprehenfions. 
He muſt reſolve to leave his neighbours, 
| and to break his beſt connections. He 
| muſt abandon his buſineſs and his ſettle- 
ment in life, and perhaps, at an age when 
he has not long to live, he muſt form new 
| deſigns, and adopt new meaſures. He muſt. 
ſeek, In a ſtrange country, that quiet he 
could not find in his own, at the hazard of 5 
being diſappointed, and of being expoſed 


either to contempt, or envy. He muſt ex- 


pect a thouſand vexations, a thouſand af- 
fronts, perhaps, without finding one real 


friend to mitigate his diſtreſs. His exile is 


both voluntary, and involuntary; it has no 


infamy attending it, ſince the cauſe is glo- 
rious; but it has all the 1 inconveniences of 


real 
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real baniſhment; for, as to the pleaſure he 
promifes himſelf, he has, at Iecaſt, as much 


reaſon to fear, as to hope. A man ac 


cuſtomed to live at his eaſe, cannot ſuſtain 
ſuch a change without painful ſenſations; 
and, ſpeaking after the manner of men, he 
is much to be pitied. But do not ſtop at 
what ſpectators perceive; enter into his 
heart; conſider what paſſes there; behold 
the recompences which God gives him, and 


what he has promiſed to beſtow, and you 


will find his Providence has placed him i in a 


happy ſituation, provided he knows how to 
profit by it. Te 


Such a man will not follow his duty without 


great conflicts. He will not indeed, be in 


any doubt whether he ſhould renounce his 


profeſſion ; no, he always remains unſhaken, 
and reſolves to do nothing againſt the lights, 
and the dictates of his own conſcience. Yet 

he cannot but conſider his calling as grievous, 

and the yoke of Chriſt as heavy: his generous 
reſolutions are obſtructed by great infirmities. 
He will go where God calls him, but ke 
cannot do it wich delight N his heart fre- 
| Went 


C9 1). 


quently recoils; and the remembrance of 


the paſt, makes his preſent path ſeem the 
more uneaſy. But theſe difficulties, and 


this diſtreſs, are only for a ſeaſon. As ſoon — 
as he begins to obey the voice of God, he 


' commits himſelf to his protection. For God 


guides with a paternal care thoſe who, to 


pleaſe him, are perſecuted by the world, 


He now aſſures himſelf the Lord will be 
with him; and this aſſurance diſperſes his 
inquietudes. He paſſes through the waters, 
without fear of being overwhelmed and 


through the fire, without fear of being con- 


ſumed. I mean to ſay, that his dangers, 
whatſoever they may be, do not confound ; 
: him, becauſe God is with him, and grants 
him his protection. He now begins to taſte 
vivid conſolations; conſidering himſelf in 
that condition to which all the promiſes of 
| God appertain. He is ſatisfied he ſhall 
receive ſupports in all his wants in this life, 
he hopes, at death, to enter into everlaſting 
reſt, he conſiders himſelf as admitted into 
the number of the faithful witneſſes for the 


truth, and as walking in the ſteps of Jeſus 


Chriſt, who entered into glory by his ſuffer- 
ings, 
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( 132 ) 
ings, and by his detachment from the 
world. He finds, in his condition, ſomething _ 
more pleaſing than his country and friends, 


and indeed, than all earthly gratifications, 
Perhaps alſo, God is pleaſed to bleſs his 


deſigns, and to grant him that reſt which 


he ſought. But if it be otherwiſe, he 2 

not caſt down at the diſappointment ; for 
the greater his ſacrifice is, the greater is his 
ſatisfaction. Thus, in the approbation and 
joy of his conſcience, the believer finds a 


happy indemnification for all he can do, or 


ſuffer, and that the promiſe of Jeſus Chriſt 
is fulfilled which aſſures us, that all thoſe 


5 who have left their fathers, or mothers, or 
wives, or children, or houſes, or lands, ſhall 2 


receive an hundred fold, even in this life. 
If we add, that in the world to come, they 
ſhall obtain life everlaſting; and, that after 
having been conſoled with this hope, they 
ſhall infallibly poſſeſs it, this is another 
ground to acknowledge that the Providence 
which brought them under ſuch trials, is 
to be conſidered as a very kind and favour- 
able diſpenſation. For, they are only 
called to renounce a tranſient good, the 

enjoyment 


( 153.) 


: enjoyment. of which is never pure, nor 


exempted from vexations; and in exchange, 


God not only gives them more agreeable 
things in this world, but in the future world, 
15 pleaſures which are perfect and everlaſting. 


Thus it appears their ſufferings are ſhort, 


and their recompence unbounded: God not 
intending to proportion his beneficence to 
the aclions of men, but to his own greatneſs. 
View the ſubject therefore, on every fide, 
and obſerve, that where God acts in re- 
n ference to his children, he always acts for 
their good. Even when he removes thoſe 
perſons who contributed to their edification, 
he makes their removal conducive to that 
end. When he opens a free courſe to truth, 
when he makes the report of the goſpel 
loud and diſtinct, he calls men from darkneſs 
into light; he draws them from ignorance, 


and immorality, and by knowledge, and 


holineſs, brings them into his kingdom. 


When paſtors are condemned to ſilence, 
when places of worſhip are ſhut up, when 


the flocks are ſcattered, the diſpenſation is 
contrary, but the deſign is ſtill the ſame. 


God has leſs for his end, the puniſhment of 
„* the 


. bs 


and his invitation; they 


. 
lis hd. . than their converſion; ; there- 
fore, his laſt c. Al 1s uſually more preſſing 
and ſtrong. They hay" 'e deſpiſed his kindneſs, 


his manna becauſe it was too ce en. He 
makes them know, by theſe affecting YeV0- 
lutions, that he is as terrible in his anger, 
as alluring in his compaſſion; and, to excite = 
their appetite, he makes them feel the 
rigours of famine. We never ſo fully know 
the value of any good as when we are likely 
do loſe it, Nothing more effectually awakes 
our zeal than when God is pleaſed to with- : 
f draw thoſe favours which we have deſpiſed. 
In theſe afflicting ſeaſons, by the ſame 


1 chaſtiſement, God accompliſhes | all his 


deſigns. Fooliſh virgins are alarmed, and 
trim their lamps; true believers are rouſed 
from their ſloth and negligence; each of 
them awake and cry to God. Do not think 
the believer can lleep quietly in the indul- 
gence of evil habits; do not ſuppoſe he can 
live in the allowed neglect of reading the 
word of God, and of prayer; no, he will 

enter into himſelf; he will work out his 
own ſalvation with a care incomparably 
greater 


have diſreliſned 99 5 
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greater than before, and he will not reſt till 
he is ſatisfied that though he is deprived of 
external means, he is not deſtitute of the 
grace of God. 


Thus the wiſdom of God makes uſe of 
various events to ſave men; and this 
management of Providence, is of great uſe 
to give efficacy to every other mean that it 

employs. It is not in vain that the doc- 
trine of the goſpel is preached; it is a 
| ſuitable mean to bring men to God. "Thurs | 
they are taught what they are in themſelves, 
what is their duty towards him, and what bleſ. 
1 ſings he has promiſed; there are the inſtruc- | 
_ tions of truth, and the precepts of righteouſe.. 
| neſs; there the motives of obedience are 
repreſented; there the commandments, 
promiſes, threatnings, and invitations, are 
made uſe of to affect, and to convert them. 
If a man was free, and capable of a ſerious, 
and tranquil application of theſe things, 
they would make a deep impreſſion on his 
mind: but this is not his condition. He 
is filled and poſſeſſed with the love of ſen- 
N ſible objects, he is continually occupied 
L 2 eee 


"Et 156 * 
either with buſineſs, or pleaſure, fo that his 
mind is diſtracted by the tumult of his paſ- 
: fions. Hence it happens, that the word of 
God is preached to him in vain. It ſounds 
in his cars, but it does not reach his heart 
or if it does, it only glances on it, and the 
faint impreſſions are ſoon effaccd ; becauſe 
his uſual thoughts and paſſions inſtantly 
return, and re- poſſeſs their former place. 


For this reaſon, God makes uſe of various 
means, and events, to ſurmount theſe im- 
: pediments, to produce due attention to his 
word, and, by ſuch attention, to make them 5 
obedient to his will. To this purpoſe, his 
benefits are ſometimes profitable, eſpecially 
on generous, and grateful minds, and to 
| thoſe who are already touched with ſome 
ſenſe of religion; nothing carries them with 
more force to their duty than the favours | 
which God imparts. But this is what he has 
alſo chiefly in view by Midtions. In vain 
the man immerſes himſelf in the love of 
the world, and its advantages, When he 


falls into great misfortunes, he is con- 


trained, in ſpire of himſelt, to acknow- 
550 ledge 


. 

ledge this alſo is vanity. Once he adored 
thoſe things, now he deſpiſes them. Nei- 
ther riches, credit, friends, nor any other earth- 


ly good, afford him the leaſt relief. When 
he is weakened by violent pains, theſe goods 
cannot diſſipate his fears of the approach 
of death, nor calm the anguiſh of his 
agitated mind. Now, repreſent to him the 


vanity of this world, and he will hear you; 


he will eaſily be perſuaded of the fact, for 
he feels its force, and under its burden he 
laments. Set before him the promiſes = 
God, and the excellence of his grace; in- 
treat him to conſider how many ſolid ad- 
vuantages are connected with thoſe promiſes, . 
fince they conſole us in misfortunes, and in 
death, and make us happy in a future ſtate, 
You find him diſpoſed to defire ſuch feli- 


city, and to requeſt of God that, by his 


grace, he may be a partaker thereof. It is 


thus that afflictions are of great uſe to bring 


men back to God. It is thus that the grace 
of God which makes uſe of every thing for 
the ſalvation of believers, blends its efficacy 


with their ſufferings, to ſanctify and ſave 
them, as the matter may require. This 
"Ny Davin 
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| David obſerved with reſpect to kimfetf He 


ſays, Before I was afflied, I went aſtray : but 


now have I kept thy word, And St. Paul. 
ſays, in general, That chaſtening yieldeth the 


peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, to them that | 


are exerciſed thereby. 


1 £44 us ſuppoſe, He Mie ad cannot 


be denied, that though grace may be diſ- 
tinguiſhed from the means of grace, yet it 
is never ſeparated from them. To conſider 
1 common courſe, it ſeems agreeable that 
God ſhould, in reſpect of his own children, 
3 employ every mean which is proper to pro- 
_ duce in them thoſe effects which he has 
propoſed to call forth; and, fince afflictions 
may be uſeful, it is fit he ſhould chaſtiſe 
T them. On one fide, the corrupt nature of 
man has need of this mode of inſtruction ; 
and, on the other, that order which mercy 


regards, may teach us to expect it. God 
afflicts man becauſe it is neceſſary he ſhould _ 


| be afflicted. He does not chooſe for him 
that which is according to his taſte, but that 
which is for his intereſt, and his real ad- 
vantage. This is the foundation of that 


| parades 
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paradox in ſcripture, Happy is the' ian whom 
God correfteth: And of this alſo, that belie- 
vers ſhould Count it all joy, when they fall into 


divers temptations. This is not aſtoniſhing, 


unleſs it be ſo to them, who view all things 


with carnal apprehenſions; on the contrary, 
ſuch ſentiments fill thoſe ſufferers with 


great conſolation, who receive the evils of 
life in the ſame ſpirit in Which it pleaſed 


God to ſend them. 


Whence then, is it, that after all this, 
we are yet diſcouraged? Whence is it, we 


are again in fear, and tremble at the ſubject 


of tribulation? Should not that which pro- 

motes our happineſs, increaſe our joy? 
Should we complain of a little labour, when 

it is attended with ſo much profit? We . 

expoſe ourſelves on all occaſions, we run 

hazards, we willingly ſuffer to procure 

tranſient good, even when we are not ſure 


we ſhall ſucceed. Shall it be permitted to 


diſcover weakneſs, where tlie reward is ſo 
great, and ſo certain? Behold, then, what 


is the reaſon of this great diforder ; we have 
Fe et high ideas of the goods of this life; we 
3 5 2 eſteem 
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| 55 (160 ) 
eſteem them much beyond their value; but 
we conceive of thoſe bleſſings which God 
has ſet before us, only in a low and ſordid 
= manner, which excite nothing more than 
1 feeble deſires towards them: ſo that, when 
other ſatisfactions fail us, we are not able to 
comfort ourſelves with theſe. But let us 
endeavour to comprehend the greatneſs of 
thoſe advantages which God has ſet before 
us; let us endeavour to obtain a clear view 
of ihe nothingneſs of thoſe which the world 
=: _ preſents, and then, when the Providence of 
q Hog thall deprive us of the latter, to put us 
into the poſſeſſion of the former, we ſhall 
” eaſily acquieſce in ſuch a revolution. 


Other Objections Anſwered, 


IF the end of Providence ſhould give us 
great conſolation in the time of trial, the 
manner in which God governs the affairs of 
8 world, will furniſh us with additional 
ground for ſatisfaction. All things round 
. about 


F090 


about us roll on in perpetual inconſtancy; 


what is upon the earth, as well as what is 


| viſible to us in the heavens, are always in 
motion. Men are born, live a limitted 
time, and then they die. Now they are in 
health, then in ſickneſs. Sometimes their 
: deſigns ſucceed, and ſometimes, every thing 

runs againſt them. Thus ſome riſe, and 

others fall; and the very ſame perſons, at 


one time, are in proſperity, and have reaſon 8 


to rejoice ; and, at another time, they are 
in deep diſtreſs, On one fide, this is the 


| croſs and torment of worldly men; the 
goods On which their hearts are paſſionately | 


ſet, are not ſtable; they eſcape every hour 
out of their hands; but this, on the other 
ſide, is the conſolation of the afflicted, eſpe- | 


cially of believers ; ; for the little time which 


: they can ſuffer, is always one thing that 
mitigates their miſery, It was neceſſary ſuch 
an order ſhould be eſtabliſhed, to blend 


diſguſt with the pleaſures of life, and to 


raiſe in men a reliſh for ſuperior good. 


Had we been created only to enjoy an animal 
life, we might have been limitted to viſible 
objects but „ being. deſigned for higher - 


enjoy ments, 


5 
1 
3 
by 


( 162 ) 
enjoyments, we muſt not reſt in ſenſual 
gratifications, but aſpire to that which makes 


us truly happy. Here we have a proof of 
the divinity of the chriſtian religion, fince 


it ſhews us that Providence which governs 


the world, has diſpoſed of every thing in 
ſubordination to our chief good. For man 
cannot make a good uſe of his reaſon, when 5 
he conſiders the vanity and miſery, which 
are diffuſed through every thing pertaining d 
to this life, if he docs not draw this infe- 
rence, That Cod calls him, by this fact, to for- 


fake the world, and to ſeek after thoſe blefſings 


tobich are promiſed i in the Seſbel. 


Ins this appointment, and purpoſe, it 


follows, that our proſperity is never of long 
duration. It not only ends at death, but 
how ever ſhort our life, we' never paſs en- 


tircly through it, without meeting with 


many misfortunes ; from which we ſeldom 
extricate ourſelves ſo ſoon as we expected, 


nor without real and great diſtreſs. Even 


— thoſe ſeaſons in which God is pleafed to 
aſſiſt and deliver us, and to give us a little 


reviving in our bondage, this favour is not 
granted 


6 0 5 


granted to exempt us from future afflictions. 


God only ſhews us this indulgence, that 


we may not be confumed by fiery trials, 


and that we may renew our courage, and 


prepare ourſelves for ſucceeding combats. 


This is the line of conduct which he has 
always regarded towards his church. It is 
in this manner that ſome paſs through life. 
This is the common difpenſation of Provi- 
dence, as it is repreſented by Daya, in the 


To7th Pſalm. He turneth rivers into a wilder 


meſs, and the water ſprings into dry ground; 4 - 
: fruitful land into barrenneſs, for the wickedneſs | 


of them that dwell therein, He turneth the wil- 


derneſs into a ſtanding water, and dry ground 
into water ſprings : and there be maketh the - 
bungry to dwell, that. they may Prepare a city 
for habitation ; ; and ſow the fields, and plant | 

vineyards, whi ch may yield fruits of increaſe. . 

He bleſſeth them. alſo, ſo that they are mulliplied 

7 greatly ; ; and ſuffereth not their cattle to decreaſe, 

| Again, they are miniſbed and brought low ! 


5 ane, e and ſorrow. 


"Jus. on | the other WE this ſame. dic. 


penſation preſcribes limits to the duration 
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of our troubles. They may be compared 
with ſtorms : the heavens are covered on all 
ſides, the wind riſes, the air is obſcured, all 
is in agitation, without the leaſt appearance 
of ſerenity ; a heavy rain deſcends; but this 
torrent breaks, and diſperſes. the clouds; 
the ſky is diſcharged of Vapours, and the 
ſun again appears. There wants but little 
to produce alarming revolutions 5 and, by 
occaſional cauſes, ſeemingly as trivial, 
pleaſing events are ſometimes produced. 
Anasvrkus could not ſleep; ; he calls for the 
book of records; that is to ſay, the hiſtory 
of his reign and family. He learns, from 
thoſe records, he was much indebted to the 


. fidelity of Mozozcar, who was ill-rewarded 


for his ſervice. There required no more to 
; ſave the Jews, againſt whom a dreadful Edie | 
had been publiſhed. | | 


The will of fuck a ine dee the fate 
of his people. The moſt enlightened Mo- 
narch cannot ſee every thing himſelſ; but, 
if he loves juſtice, all his faithful ſubjects 
may hope a time will come in which he 
will acknowledge their innocence, whatever 
impreſſions 
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impreſſions he may have received to the 
contrary. The heart of kings is in the 
hands of the Lord, as the rivers of water; 


| he turneth them whitherſoever he will, 


according to the different deſigns which he 5 
has formed concerning thoſe he has placed 
under their authority. On this account, we 
ſhould never deſpair that, in time, they will 
not enter into the diſpoſitions we defire ; 
eſpecially, when we are conſcious, we have 


not only conformed ourſelves to what is 


Juſt, but to the intereſts both of their mw 


ſons, and government. 


; Thus | it appears, in whatever ſtate things | 
are, we may yet hope for favourable revo- . 
lutions. The church riſes again out of her 


aſhes. Jeſus Chriſt waits to manifeſt his 


power towards Lazarus, till he is car- 
ried to his grave. Believers hope againſt 
hope. Saran may yet become fruitful, and 


ABRAHAM may yet have children, although 
both of them were paſt age. When the 


| ſhip is at the point of ſinking, when it is 


foundering, Chriſt awakes, and rebukes the 
wind. The language of the Church is, 


The 
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_ The Lord Fey chaſtened me ſore; but he hath not 
given me over to death, Thou haſt thruſt 
fore at me, that I might fall; but the Lord bath 
helped me. And while the Church is, as it 
were, girt round, and aſſaulted with fear, 
and deſtruction, (he yet retains her confl- 
dence. Open to me, ſhe ſays, the gates of 
righteouſneſs; I will go into them, and I will 
praiſe the Lord. Indeed, whereever the cle& 
of God are, there his power, and love, are 
_ conſpicuous : there we behold thoſe ſpecial 
_ revolutions, which come ſo ſeaſonably to 
fave the reſt, and to re- aſſemble the ſhip- 
wreck, when we believed that all was loſt. 


And God, very often, waits till things are 


in ſuch a ſituation, that it may the more 
ſenſibly appear, he is the deliverer of his 
people. 


: I is, nevertheleſs, true, that as there are 
_ favourable revolutions, fo there are dreadful 
events; for, if ſometimes the deliverance 
from God approaches, when things are 

brought to their extremity, ſometimes alſo : 
he gives a free courſe to events; inſomuch 

that ſecond cauſes act in all their extent, 

5 : -. "and 


(- 399 }- 
and produce all their effects. The flocks 


ſubſiſt in tranquility; the face of the church 


is ſmiling and pleaſant; the powers of the 


world afford her protection under a legita- 
mate miniſtry ; the people are inſtructed in 
the knowledge of the word of God, and 
formed for his ſervice; a holy diſcipline ; 


maintains their order; the flocks unite, with 


one heart, to call upon God, and with one 
voice to ſing his praiſe. Times of affliction 
come forward ; the corruption of the world 
lides into their courts, and even into the 


ſanctuary itſelf; the cloud is withdrawn 


from the tabe ernacle; the bleſſin g of the 
Lord is not, as formerly, upon his heritage; : 
the inclinations of thoſe in authority Ay 


changed; the hearts of the people are 
alienated; and the Enemies of the church 


make uſe of theſe conjectures as favourable 


to their deſigns: then this grand building 
is ſhaken, and falls to pieces; the violence 
of the torrent carries all before itz there are 
no more banks to reſiſt the flood, and, as far 
as it reaches, there is nothing but deſola- 


tion. A fire devoureth before them, and bebind 


them a flame burneth : the land is as the garden 


o 
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of Eden before them ; and behind them a deſolate 


wilderneſs: yea,' and nothing ſhall eſcape them. 


What are become of ſo many churches found. 
ed by the Apoſtles, ſo flouriſhing in their 

age, and fince? The world, and its vices, 
gradually flid in amongſt them, and brought 
down upon them the judgments of God. 
They are fallen by the hands of men, whom 
God made uſe of to puniſh his own people; 


ſo that, of thoſe ſocieties, nothing more 


remains than their memory. Even our own 
age is not without an example of the af- 
flicting changes which takes place in king- 
doms; and theſe events prove, that Gd 


puts out, and rekindles, his torch among a 


certain people, whenſoe ver he pleaſes. 


| Nevertheleſs, even in theſe periods, the 


orders and ways of Providence, when they 
are properly conſidered, afford us much 
conſolation, For, properly ſpeaking, this 
light is never extinguiſhed, it is only con- 


cealed, or ſent elſewhere. God removes his 


candleſtick, as the ſcripture ſpeaks of theſe 


revolutions. People know the truth, but 


obey it not. God ſheds abroad on others 


thoſe 


Ce Ee ugeaty 
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thoſe favours which they deſpiſed. Thus 


the Creator of all men ſhows himſelf ſuc- 
ceſſively, their father. He calls ſometimes 
one people, ſometimes another. Iſrael is 


choſen, and the Gentiles are rejected; the 


7 Gentiles are called in their turn, and the 
Jeus are given up. The light of the goſpel 


illuminates the world, as the ſun, not all at 
once, but by making a. circuit, according to 


a a ſettled order of regulated motion. Thus 
the covenant of God with men, always ſub⸗ 


fiſts in its purity, and ſtrength, though the 


church i is not always in the ſame place ; but 
is found, ſometimes i in cities, and ſometimes 5 
in deſerts; for, in theſe different ſtates, the 
church is always ſupported, nor can the 


gates of hell t againſt It. 


We may alſo add, that with reſpect to f 
thoſe places where theſe judgments are diſ- 


played, though they are indeed, as an in- 
undation which carries all before it, yet 


it paſſes away, and that which the torrent 


deſtroyed, is again, in due time, re-eſta- 


bliſhed. In theſe periods, it is as in the 
night, when it is much obſcured, and we can 
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ſee no light; we ſay, Nature is condemned 
to perpetual darkneſs. We ſee not how 


the ſun haſtens its circuit round the other 
hemiſphere to riſe again on ours, and to 


illuminate this part of the earth. So in 
theſe events, all hope ſeems to be given up; 


but though we ſee not by what means the 
Providence of God prepares a remedy for 
us, nevertheleſs, it thus works in our 


' favour, and, in due ſeaſon, this will infal- 
libly appear. Truth, when reſiſted and 
oppoſed, is like trees agitated by the wind; a 
ſometimes it only makes them bend; ſome- 
times it breaks off the branches ; ſometimes 
it plucks them up; but even then, the roots 
are ſafe, and ſhoot out afreſh. Conſider all 
the hiſtory of the church, it is nothing elſe 
but a perpetual ſucceſſion of ſuch events; 
unequal indeed, as to their intervals, (as 
days and nights are of unequal length, ) but 
not, on that account, of an order leſs 
| conſtant. Sometimes truth is propoſed and 
received, in its purity; at another time, It is 
' mutilated. At one time, they who profeſ's 


it, are tolerated ; at another, they are diſ- : 
perſed and ues: But when perſecu- 
tors 


( 192 ) 


tors have proceeded to the utmoſt vio. 


lence, when they imagine they have gained 
a complete victory over truth, and over them 


who profeſs it, yet we have ſeen, at a diſtant 
period, the root and ſeeds remained, to ſpring 
up afreſh, and ſtronger than before. Thus 


it appears, we ſhould only wait with pa- 


tience; the work of God will be carried 
on to the end, and that which ſeems con- 
trary to it will, at laſt, advance i it. Times 
of danger paſs away, and better times ſuc=- 
ceed. For this reaſon, Jeſus Chriſt exhorted 
his diſciples to poſſeſs their ſouls in patience; 
and God ſays the ſame thing by the mouth 


of IsAIA n. Come, my people, enter into thy 


chambers, and ſhut the doors about thee , hide 
thyſelf, as it were, for a little moment, until 5 


the ines, hn be overpaſt. 


But in thoſe ſeaſons, we may further ob- 
ſerve, that God takes care of every one 
who puts his truſt in him. It is here as in 


battles, all are expoſed to danger, but all 


loſe not their lives. All are in the ſame 
peril, but God is with them that fear him, 5 
to defend them, and finds ſufficient 1 means 
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to diſtinguiſh them from others, and ta 
provide all that is neceſſary. He ſtrengthens 


them in proportion to the trials through 


which he compels them to paſs; he inſpires 


them with firm and exalted ſentiments, and 
gives them victory over the world by faith. 
Ile alſo knows how, whenever he pleaſes, 
to grant them ſpecial protection. Such was 


Davrp's confidence in God. He fays, In 


the time of trouble he ſhall hide me in his pavil. 
lion; in the ſecret of his tabernacle he ſhall hide 
me; he ſhall fet me up upon a rock, He has : 
alſo given the ſame aſſurance to all the faith- | 
ful: For this ſhall every one that is godly pray 
uno thee, in a time when thou mayeſt be found: 
ſurcly in the floods of great waters, they ſhall 


not come nigh unto him. In the ſhip-wreck ot 


St. PAUL, the veſſel was loſt, but all the 


crew were ſaved; ſome on boards, and ſome 


on broken pieces of the ſhip. It happens 


thus to the church; it is ſometimes, as it 


were, ſhip-wrecked; all are expoſed, but 


God Preſerves and faves them all. 
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SECT. VII. 


An more particular view of the NFCESSITY and 


UTILITY of theſe painful a 4 jpenſations. 


does the danger deſcend? We loſe the 


: liberty of our holy aſſemblies, we are de- 


pri ved of the aſſiſtance of preaching, and 


of the ordinances, but this 1 1s only the exter- 
nal part of religion; it is not its efence. - 
Theſe are the means which God uſually | 


7 makes uſe of to produce, and nour iſh chriſ- 


tian virtues. But where ordinary means 
fail, Providence ſupplies their place. He 


who knew how to ſend. bread to ELyan 


in the wilderneſs, by ravens; he who 
ſent his angels to miniſter to bis neceſ- 


ſities, knows how to feed, and ſatisfy our 


conſciences, in retreat and ſolitude. When 
the Spirit ſpeaks no longer by preaching, 


M | - us 


BUT all this is too 2 we, muſt 
diſtinguiſh between the interior and exterior 
Nate of things. In the falls and ruins we 
: have deſcribed, on what, properly ſpeaking, 


2 
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as formerly, he ceaſes not to ſpeak in the 
ſcripture; and he is ſometimes by it alone 
| beſt underſtood ; becauſe he is better re- 
garded. Believers draw no longer from 
livulets, yet their faith does not fail; for 


they aſcend to the fountain head, and find 


there more pure, and more refreſhing waters. 


Are they in doubt, or in error? They look - 


up to God and are inſtructed. Are they 
deßled by fin? They are reclaimed. Are 
they in diſtreſs * They are comforted. It 
is the Comforter himſelf that ſpeaks ; they 
hear him, they underſtand his voice, and 
feel his power on their hearts. For they 
xecall, by meditation, the knowledge which 


he has imparted; and, to their efforts, he 


: Joins his efficacious operations, to make 


them fruitful in faith and holineſs. Thus 


where ſome means fail, others occupy their 
place; they are leſs in number, but greater 


in power; and the effects of this power, are 


always the ſame ; faith is preſerved, hope 


ſubſiſts, and charity abides. All virtues, in 


the believer, are laſting; ; they live in him, 
and manifeſt their life, by the good works 


which they produce. They are not in him 
like 


e 
like hidden ſeeds, but as a plant at its full 
ſtrength, and maturity, which is firſt adorned 


with flowers, and afterwards, with fruit. . 
Behold their victories over the world! 
Behold the trophies with which the city of 
God, in ruins, is ornamented ! They may 
kill the body, and deſtroy. animal life; but 
they cannot kill the ſoul, nor deprive it of 
that grace by which it lives. They may 
deſtroy buildings made of wood and ſtone, 


L 
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burt believers are the true temples of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which cannot be demoliſhed. 
What proportion is there between the 
mo that men employ, ang ſuch an 1 e 


0 


as eh 4 believer. They may mave Pins 0 
| becauſe he is a man; they may aſtoniſni 
him, by fear, they may allure him, by hope, 
but they cannot prevent his being perſuaded 
of the truths of the ?goſpel, nor his being 
ſenſibly affected with the love of God. The 
Lord has reſerved to himſelf dominion over 


the movements of conſcience; and, as he 


alone has the right, and knowledge, which 


pertains to_ that dominion, he alone can 


direct the canſcjance, as it ſeems good in 
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his ſight. Thus, however men diſpoſe of 
the body, God will be always maſter of the 
heart. It is the houſe which he keeps, 
and there is none ſtronger than himſelf, to 
ſeize his goods, and carry away his ſpoils. 


Let us then, pauſe here, and reflect on 
what appears externally. They unroof 
the houſe of God, they break down its 
_ wainſcoting, and carry away its ornaments z 
they do more than this, they reduce it to 
' rubbiſh, they throw down its altars, they 
forbid public worſhip; its glory is removed 

from Iſrael. But paſs to the interior ſtate. 
of things, view them in the lights of faith, 
all will then appear very different. You ſce 
indeed, no longer large aſſemblies meet- | 
ing together; believers are not found, as 
uſual, one body in one place, but they are 
united in heart. One and the ſame faith 
guides them, the ſame truth illuminates 
them, the ſame hope conſoles them; each : 
ol them is united and joined in affection to 
all their brethren, and this multitude, though 
diſperſed, is as preſent to the eyes of God, 
as though they were collected; and the 
5 Prayers 
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prayers which they addreſs to him, in the 


ſame ſpirit, excite his compaſſions, and draw 


down his bleſſings. By the ſame pleaſant. 
and powerful ties, though inviſible, they . 
are joined to an innumerable company of 


angels, and to the ſpirits of juſt men, made 
perfect. They unite their voices in concert 
with that happy aſſembly ; they are com- 


| manded to imitate their purity and zeal; 
they rejoice in hope of being partakers of 


their glory; and, in the actual foretaſte of 


ſuch felicity, though deprived of their viſi- 
ble and material buildings, «hey become 
themſelves inviſible and heavenly temples. | 
Their heart is a ſanctuary, where God is 
worſhipped in ſpirit, and in truth; from 
it, the perfume of prayer continually af- 


cends; there they offer the ſacrifices of praiſe 
in acknowledging the bleſſings of God, 


and their whole burnt-offerings, by ſeeking 
the” deſituaion af the body of n: there 
are the Urim and the Thummim, there reſts 


the Ark of the covenant ; there is the book 
of the law; Jeſus Chriſt dwells in them by 


faith; they grow daily | in the knowledge 54 


| de and ad faithfully obey his command- 
ments. 


r 


„ 
ments. In a word, in their hearts are de- 
1 poſited, and diſplayed, the treaſures of God, 
the remiſſion of ſins, the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit, chriſtian ſtrength, and conſtancy, 
; the joy of conſcience, and the hope of a 
| bleſſed immortality. "Theſe are the perſons 
a whom the world pretend to have van- 
quiſhed; theſe are the perſons whom the 
world deſpiſe; yet they are not to be pitied 
as miſerable, ſince they are great and pre- 
cious before God. They are not vanquiſhed, 
' for, properly ſpeaking, they are victorious ; 
and their conqueſt is the more glorious, 
fince, in ſome things, it is in conformity to 
f the conqueſt of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſince God 
has prepared for ſuch conquerors, an eternal 
| triumph. 


It is nevertheleſs true, that this conqueſt 
is not obtained without ſuffering. Grace is 
preſerved in them in ſuch a manner, as 
ſhows they are not exempted from the weak- 
neſſes of nature. We muſt then acknowledge, 
that the believer does not follow his call- 
ing without vexation from various inquie- 

dudes. As the evils which preſs him are 


violent, 
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violent, ſo alſo often are his fears. Under 
the mighty hand of God, he is ſometimes 
reduced to great extremities. He leads him 
into darkneſs, and not into light; he ſhuts 
up his way, ſo that he ſees nothing round 


him but dangers, and the ſhadow of death, 


without knowing when he ſhall obtain de- 
| liverance. Hence, on theſe occaſions, his 
faith is aſſaulted with ſo much violence, that 
he ſuffers rough and terrible conflicts. He 


knows not whether he may hope in God; 


he doubts whether he has not forgotten to be 
: gracious, | and whether, in his anger, he has | 
not removed his compaſſion. He complains 
of crying to him day and night without re- 
ceiving any anſwer. Then his hope is almoſt 


extinct, and his conſolation ready to fail. 


| Nevertheleſs, as in the winter, when the 
nights are dreadful, they are extremely long, 


ſo it happens here; for theſe afflicting in- 


tervals, are longer than were expected: God 
| would not have him only paſs through them, 
but ſojourn in ſuch ſorrow. But in what- | 


ever Cepreſſion of ſpirit the believer may 


fall, there are always for him great allevia- 


tions. Even theſe very trials are an evi- 


dence 
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dence that he belongs to God; for this is 
his common conduct towards his children. 
As they are weak, he would have them 


humble; as it is himſelf that ſupports them, 


he would have them alſo acknowledge it, 


and praiſe him for his goodneſs, Having this 


in view, he does not impart to them a degree 
of ſtrength by which they ſhould be able to 
ſupport temptations without pain; he often 
communicates no more than is abſolutely 
neceſſary to prevent the failing of their faith, 
and to preſerve them from deſpair. Hence 
1 happens, that in theſe ſeaſons, their fears 
are great, becauſe they feel the force of evil, 
and their inability to reſiſt it; and becauſe 
that power by which they are kept, is not 
felt by them in its full force. It is then, 
they conceive how much folly there is in 
preſumption; and, confeſſing their own no- 
thingneſs, in the preſence of God, they 


comprehend there is no ſafety but under 


the ſhadow of his wings; and therefore, 


they implore his protection and aſſiſtance, 


by ardent prayers. But notwithſtanding 
their fears and inquietudes, their ſtate is 


firmly ſecured; for being brought to have 


no 
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no confidence i in any but God, they infalli- 
bly receive both conſolation and deliverance. 
God is perfectly acquainted with what they 
are able to bear; he never expoſes them to 
inſurmountable trials: He ſuffers evil to 
attack, to preſs, and ſhake them; but not 
to deſtroy them. They burn in the fire of 
ſufferings, but, like the burning buſh, they 
are not conſumed. This is the promiſe 


which St. PauL mentions to the Corinthians: 


There hath no temptation taken you, but ſuch 
as is common to man: but God is faithful, who 
will not ſuffer you 70 be tempted above that ye 
5 are able 3 but will, with the temptation, alſo 
T make a way to eſcape, that ye may be able to bear 
it. Thus their weakneſs itſelf is an occaſion 
of their being ſtronger; becauſe it intereſts 
the power of God in their deliverance. He 
who depends on himſelf ſoon falls, whatever 


ſtrength he preſumes he has to ſtand. His 


hope is like a houſe built upon the ſand; 
the firſt blaſt of wind overthrows the build- 
ing: but he who feels his weakneſs, and 


commits himſelf into the hands of God. 
lays his foundation on a rock, which reſiſts 


the violence of the greateſt ſtorms. When 
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sur Lord ſaid to St. Paul, My grace is ſuffi- 
cient for thee; for my ſtrengtb is made perfect 


in weakneſs ; the Apoſtle concluded, When * 
am weak, then am I. ſtrong. 


In thoſe ſeaſons, therefore, | when the 


believer i 1s moſt afflicted and oppreſſed, he is 
ſaved by hope. He may aſſure himſelf, 
that all will eventually promote his welfare, 
and that the pains which he endures, are 
_ efficacious means by which God, in his 


goodneſs, advances his ſalvation : he may 


aſſure himſelf, that theſe inquietudes which 
are ſo violent, do not forbode him any ruin 
into which, he muſt inevitably fall without : 
| reſource: but, on the contrary, they are 

to be conſidered as the ſeed, or as the ear- 
neſt, of approaching felicity. In this man- 
ner Jeſus Chriſt arrived at glory. He cried; 


he ſhed tears; nay, his ſoul was ſorrowful 


even unto death. The believer therefore 
may hope, that neither his fear, nor his 
dejections, will ſwallow him up; for God 
always blends conſolations with the ſufferings 
of his children. When Jeſus Chriſt ſweat 
blood, angels came to conſole him. When 


helievers 
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| believers are in the greateſt extremities, 


approaching to death, he gives them his 


ſpirit to rejoice the bones which he has 


broken. No forrows therefore, to believers, 


are inſupportable, ſince they are always con- 
" nected with much that mitigates their pain, 
We have a proof of this in David, who 
never, in any of his pſalms, appears to be 
ſo dejected as not to have ſome mixture of _ 


0 hope and | Joy. 


Thus alſo, When the believer is moſt 
violently agitated, God does not abandon 


him to miſtruſt and fear. He cries to God 
out of awful depths, and when his cou- 
rage fails him, he is cheered again, and 
ſtrengthens himſelf ! in the Lord his God. 


He ſays, with David, Why art thou caſt down, 


O my ſoul? and why art thou diſquieted within 


me? Hepe thou in Cod; for 1 ſhall yet praiſe 


Bim, who is the health of my countenance, and | 
my God. This conſolation is ſo much the 


better founded, as it is frequently in the 


laſt extremity that this ſuccour from God 


appears; for ſuch. deliverance commonly 


Comes When! it is leaſt expected. God takes 


pleaſure 
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pleaſure to unite theſe extremes, that we 
may have a more vivid ſenſe of his inter- 


poſition. When the men of this world are 


at the height of their prof] perity, and of their 


_ contentment, they are often burdened with 
unexpected, and terrible calamities; and when 
believers are verging to deſpair, it is then 
that God imparts the moſt abundant con- 
ſolation. Thus a great trial, to them, is 
frequently the preſage of great joy; and it 
is not only by glory, but even in a ſtate 


of grace, that the moſt violent trials are fol- 


low ed, and recompenſed. by a felicity which 
cannot be expreſſed. Thus the believer 
proves from day to day, in various ways, 
the marvellous conduct of God, in accom- 
pliſhing the ſalvation of his people: Thus 


our heavenly Father provides every thing for 


the good of his children : Thus his pro- 
found, and adorable wiſdom, advances his 


deſigns, by means the moſt contrary. He 


_ Proportions events to the weakneſs of thoſe 
whom he guides: - he conſoles their dejected 
ſpirits, and ſo directs the ſtroke which he 
inllicts, that he deſtroys nothing by them, but 
. their ſin. All things ſucceed according to his 


pur poſe. 
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purpoſe. They often paſs through fire, and 


water, and often are in pain, and in fear;. 


but all this only makes them take better 
notice of his care, and of his parental 
affection. Indeed, all that they ſuffer, pro- 
ceeds only from their not repoſing ſufficient 
confidence in him. From the moment they 
regard him properly, they are illuminated, 
and their faces are not covered with con- 
fuſion. Thus ſuccefs always anſwers their 
> hopes; and whatever elſe may be the courſe 
of their calling, the end of it is exuberant 
3 joy. Thus the believer, by whatever way 
God may lead him, ſhould think himſelf 
happy in being called to it, and ſhould 


commit himſelf to that good Providence 


which takes care of him, knowing that 
nothing ſhall ever ſeparate him from the 
love of God, which he has manifeſted 
towards us in J clus Chriſt our Lord. 


CONCLUSION. 
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CONCLUSION. 


FROM theſe principles proceed that firm- 
neſs which piety inſpires: Hence, that more 
than human courage which appears, on ſo 

many occaſions, in the ſervice of God. You _ 
will ſee believers in tremendous. dangers ; 
you will ſuppoſe them loſt without reſource; 
1 and yet you will hear from them the lan- 
BY guage of confidence. Lou will ſee them 
deprived of the neceſſaries of life, yet you 
will find them tranquil, aſſured of ſuccour 
and ſupport, which cannot fail them. You 
will ſee them in a deplorable condition, and 
hear them bleſs the Lord, and rejoice in 
| him. For confidence in God has its 
| 7 | ſtrength, as well as its weakneſs, See of 
| this a proof in DAvip. He ſays, Lord, how 
are they increaſed that trouble me? But thou, 
1 O Lord, art a ſhield for me; my glory, and 
= db the lifter up of my bead. I will not be afraid 
| ; of ten thouſands of people, that have ſet them- 
ſelves againſt me round about. He alſo ſays, 1 
7 8 an hoſt ſhould "wp againſt me, my heart 


ſhall 


TY 187 ) | 
| foall not fear: mine head ſpall be lifted up above 
mine enemies round about me: therefore will I 
offer, in bis tabernacle, ſacrifices of joy. He 
ſaw his danger, he knew it, and he de- 
. ſpiſed it: becauſe he truſted in God. It is 
in the ſame ſentiment, and in the ſame . 
pfalm, he ſays, that the loſs of his beſt 
friends trouble him not: When my father, 
and my mother forſake me, then the Lord i 
take me up. Thus when he laſt what was : 
moſt dear to him, and when the greateſt 
perils were round about him, he remained 
unmoved. His language on this occaſion is, 
Wait on the Lord : be of good courage, and be 
Hall Arengtben thine heart. This was ſuffi- 
cient for him. He ſays therefore, elſewhere, 


Zea, though I wall through the valley of the ” 


ſhadrw of death, I will fear no evil, 


: Hoare: then, 26 co fron the tempeſt : 
He who ſteers to this port, always arrives 
at it: there he deſcends, and abides, on a 
rock firm and ſafe ; there, walking on the 
beach, and out of danger, he views the fury of 
the waves, and the wrecks of ruined veſſels. 
He beholds the floods advancing fiercely 
N ð ð?1»ͥ nowards - 
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towards him, and threatening his deſtruc- 
tion, but he knows God has preſcribed 
their bounds ; that hitherto they ſhall come, 


but no further; and that they ſhall be 


broken at his feet. You will ſay, This is 
not a man ſubject to death and misfortunes, 


but that he is already raiſed to the condition 
of the bleſſed, to whom all the changes 
on earth give no concern. They who are 
thus exalted, behold the Univerſe wrecked - 
and diſſolved, and the order of nature over- 
_ thrown, without alarm. True; but what 1 


have mentioned, is the confidence of the 
church, as it is deſcribed in the 46th Pſalm. 


| God is our refuge and ſtrength, a very preſent 
Belp in trouble: therefore will we not fear, 
+ though the earth be removed, and though the 
mountains be carried into the midſt of the ſea. 
There is a river, the ſtreams whereof ſhall make 
| glad the city of God. The church ſhall always 
be calm, as the rivulets which run without 
noiſe. Even when we behold in the world 
_ furious emotions, the believer will rejoice 


in a ſweet repoſe of ſpirit il in the midſt of 


thoſe frightful perils. 


Such 


189 3 
| Such is the portion of the children of 
God. If they are aſtoniſhed, it is becauſe. 
they do not ſufficiently. rely on him. If 
they repoſe in him great confidence, they 
have, at all times, reaſon to rejoice. They are 
aſſured of the love, and care of him, who is the 
ſovereign Maſter of events; who blaſts, when _ 
he pleaſes, all the deſigns of men, and who 
makes his glory to conſiſt in never deceiving 
the hope of them who wait for him. Though | 


they are deſpiſed in the world, they know © 


it was made for them, and that it is gover- 85 
ned for their good. They think themſelves 
greater than the grandees of the world, and 
more happy than the happieſt of worldly 
men; becauſe they have more of the favour | 


4s of him who is the ſovereign Maſter and e 


Benefactor of his creatures. Thus they! ſerve 
him with fidelity, and with pleaſure. All their 
trials are alleviated. by bliſsful conſolations. 
They taſte of chaſte delights in their enjoy- 

ment of the love of God; a peace which paſſes 
all underſtanding gives them a foretaſte of 

future glory; a holy conſtancy confirms 
them i in their duty, notwithſtanding inter- 


vening temptations: and, in fine, after theß 


have 
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have fought the good fight, and Eniſhed 
their courſe, God places upon their heads 
the crown of righteouſneſs, to live and 
reign, for ever, with Jeſus Chriſt, 


T HE moſt material Er rata, which have been noticed, may be thus 
corrected : 


Page vii, line 6, cob ITO, P. aL 44 after truth, > ind. 


P. 3, I. 7, read, Nantz. P. 5, I. 15, 1ead, Governour. P. 8, I. 8, read, 
chattels. P. 19, I. 12, after miſerable, add, a; l. 17, read, too. 
P. 25, 1. 7, read, waked. P. 29, I. 13, and elſewhere, read, limited, 


P. 31, 1, 8, after ſatisfied, read, me. P. 35, 1. 11, read galerrens ; 


J. 20, and elſewhere, read, galerien. P. 56, 1. 2, read, Marſeilles'. 
P. 60, 1. 23, read, raiſins. P. 72,1. 10, read, twelve; J. 11, read, ten, 
- Mo 87, l. 8, after have, add, been, P. 115, 1. 1, after on, add, a; 1. 16, 
read, is; 1, 19, read, theſe. P. 116, I. 13, read, ſhall. P. 118, I. 24, 
read, conſolatory. P. 122, l. 22, read, terreſtrial, P. 125, 1. 23, after 
to, add, the. P. 126, l. 19, read, adorable. P. 128, 1. 14, 1cad, for tran- = 
quility; 1. 18, after under, add, the. P. 129, 1. 13, read, in which, 
P. x30, I. 15, read, ne P. 131, 1. 7, after That. add, it. 
P. 133, I. 20, after it, add, to. P. 134, 1. 9, read, tremendous. P. 140, 
1. 20, read, begins. P. 141, 1. 16, read, will; 1. 23, read, death. 
P. 159, I. 13, read, proſpect. P. 162, 1. 5, after that, add, the ſame. 
P. 167, I. 4, read, legitimate; J. 19, read, amn. P. . I, I3, 
read, take. P. 184, I. 24, read, ftrokes. 


c There are a few galliciſms, and expreſſions which ſecm tos literal, 


as well as ſome errors in punctuat ien, Which muſt be ee as the 


reader my think un 


FP The Problem, mentioned in the 
34th page, which was propoſed by Mr. vs 
Maxol ks, to refute the report of his . 
: _; is s ſaid to be this: 


. e find FI four numbers, whoſe 
number may be equal to a number given, 


and ſuch that the difference of any two of : 


them whatſoever may be a ſquare number.” 3 


60 "Thoſe who know what application of 
mind this ſcience requires, will be able to 
5 judge of the ſtrength of our martyr. But 

he had taken the good courſe, and thrown 
himſelf into the arms of Providence, and 
peaceably ſubmitted to the will of God. ” 
Mr. a. 5: 
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